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Hong Kong 
Asks Court 
■To Explain 
Birth Ruling 

Some See an Attempt 
To Press Own Judiciary 
In Bid to Calm Beijing 

By Marie Landler 

New York Tones Service 

HONG KONG — Seeking to quell a 
latter legal dispute with marnlanri 
- China, the Hong Kong government filed 
a motion Wednesday asking its high 
court to clarify a landmark rating that 
..bad provoked objections from Beijing, 
.y “We have looked at the concerns 
’expressed by a lot of parties,” said a 

• government spokesman, Stephen Tjwn 

* ‘Because there has been such great 
concern in the community, we have 
deckled to seek clarification.” 

V Late last month, the Hong Kong Court 
. of Final Appeal ruled that children boro 
on die mainland of Hong Kong parents 
had die right to residency here. Officials 
.in Beijing criticized the decision as a 
violation of the Chinese Constitution and 
.warned that they wanted it “rectified.” 

The move Wednesday rattled legal 
experts, who said the Hong Kong gov- 
ernment appeared to be pressuring the 
court to retreat from the ruling before 
Beijing forced its hand. 

“This is close to a government sub- 
version of the court,” said Yasb Ghai, 

■ an expert in constitutional law at the 

• .University of Hong Kong. “I would 
■almost prefer if China took die action 

\ itself and bore the responsibility.” 

■'j. China has not formally demanded 
that Hong Kong overturn the ruling. 

But many people here say that if the 
local government does not mollify 
; Beijing, it will likely repudiate parts of 
the decision during the aimnal meeting 
of foe Chinese National People's Con- 
gress, or Parliament, next month. 

Such a move could stain Hong 
, Kong’s reputation as an international 

• financial center, which depends mpen 
on having courts that operate wifotiut ' 
meddling from Beijing., 

By asking foe court to explain its 
decision, foe Hong Kong government is 
raising some nettiesome legal issues. 
Lawyers here said they were not aware 
of a precedent in Hong Kong, or any 
other common law jimsdiction, for a 
government to ask its highest court to 
reconsido- a decision. 

Mr.Lam insisted that foe government 
; jwas not acting on orders from Beijing, 
'though he acknowledged it had taken 
China's objections into account He also 
said Hong Kong was not dying to over- 
turn foe ruling: 

‘This is a very spedal case,” Mr. Lam 
said. “It’s not like from now on, whenev- 
er the court makes a ruling we don’t like, 
we 're going to file a motion.’ ’In its effort 
to resolve the dispute, Hong Kong has 
seized on the fact that Beijing does not 
object to the substance of the ruling — 
foat some mainland Chinese children 
have the right to Bye here. What troubles 
Beijing is foat foe court said it bad foe 
right to strike down Chinese laws, if they 
violated Hong Kong’s oonslitation. 

Some legal experts here said China 
was misreading foie ruling as an attempt 
to place Hang Kong’s courts above the 
National People’s Congress. Daniel 
Fung, Hong Kong’s forma: solicitor 
' ^general who is now a visiting fellow at 
‘ Yale Law School, said the court had 
asserted the right to invalidate Chinese 
laws “only insofar as they affect Hong 
Kong, not the mainland.” 
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Dozens Still Missing in Austrian Snow Disaster 



Rescuers digging In deep snow Wednesday outride an almost buried chalet in the Austrian village of Galtuer. 


By W illiam Drozdiak 

Washington Post Service 

BERLIN — As parts of Europe 
suffered some of the heaviest snows in 
a half-century, a wave of murderous 
avalanches roaring through foe Alps 
left at least 16 people dead and dozens 
missing Wednesday in Austria and 
stranded tens of thousands of tourists 
at some of the continent’s most elite 
winter resorts. 

In one of Austria’s worst snow dis- 
asters for decades, foe death toll after a 
16-foot wall of snow smashed into the 
Tyrolean village of Galtuer on Tues- 
day rose to 16 Wednesday, with 29 
more people missing. 

When another avalanche Wednes- 
day buried houses near the neighbor- 
ing resent of Ischgl, Austrian author- 
ities began laying plans to evacuate 
foe entire region. Six people were re- 
ported buried, in foe latest avalanche. 

“This is tbekmd of catastrophe that 
we have not bad for centuries,” said 
foe provincial governor, Wendelin 
Weangartner, as he supervised emer- 
gency operations involving dozens of 
helicopters ferrying supplies and 
evacuating the injured to hospitals at 
Landeck, 25 miles away. Tyrolean 
police said many of the missing were 

See ALPS, Page 4 


Hard-Liner Resistance Imperils Deal With Kosovars 


By R. Jeffrey Smith 
and Peter Turn. 

Washington Post Service 

PRISTINA, Yugoslavia — A split within the rebel 
army fighting for the independence of Kosovo became 
transparent Wednesday, as several senior rebel com-i 
manners who attended negotiations in Prance indi-» 
eared they supported a tentative peace accord while a 
coterie of hard-liners back home appeared to be pre- 
paring to try to scuttle foe deal. 

The division raises foe prospect foat even if a 


majority of foe rebel c omman ders endorse the deal in 
the next two weeks — an outcome that many ethnic 
Albanian officials and Western diplomats predict — a 
hard-line minority might resist a requirement in foe 
accord for general disarmament. 

If foat happened, it would follow a historic pattern 
among revolutionary movements confronted by pop- 
ular d emands for compromise and peace ana toe 
viability of any cease-fire here would be threatened. 

Under the terms of an agreement cobbled together 
less than two hours before foe talks ended Tuesday, the 
e thni c Albanians said they supported foe agreement 


AGENDA 


Close to Baghdad 

WASHINGTON (APP)-U.S. jets 
Wednesday launched their closest 
strikes to Baghdad since Operation 
Desert Fox, attacking two surface-to- 
air missile sites 50 kilometers (30 
miles) from the capital, officials said. 

Air-raid sirens sounded in Baghdad 
for foe first time since Christmas Eve 
as air defenses opened fire. 

Alien Rights in U.S. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Su- 
preme Court ruled Wednesday that ali- 
ens in the United States illegally have 
no right to ask federal courts to stop 
deportation based on selective enforce- 
ment of immigration rules. The ruling 
allows foe govonment to deport seven 
Palestinians accused of supporting ter- 
rorism. Their lawyer says foe decision 
limi ts all aliens’ free- speech rights. 
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Texas Rangers escorting John William King from the Jasper County 
Courthouse in Texas after his conviction on murder charges. Page 3. 


EU Farm Policy, a ’60s Concept Gone to Seed in ’90s 



Af^ 


ByBarry James . 

International Hcraid'I)ribune . ' . 

BRUSSELS .— After . 37 years of 
mwuoting subsidies, Europe's Common 
Agricultural Policy has become - a 
creaky edifice that consumes almost 
half fbe annual budget of foe European 
Union yet leaves, millions of farmers 
rafoer badly off in relation to the rest of 

the population. 

( .Conceived when memories of World 
War II and food shortages were still 
fresh, the policy was designed to max- 
imize production. By guaranteeing min- 
imum s u pport prices, ft rewarded most 
those who produced most, which means 
that its benefits have become skewed 
heavily toward better-raff farmers and 
large corporations. 

Yet efforts to shift this aid away from 
production support towarddirect aid to 
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fanners with the most need have been 
met with a chorus of protest across 
Europe. 


been a bad year for much of European 
agriculture, tens of thousands of formers 

demonstrated Monday 

NEWS in Brussels. The protest 

ANALYSIS ™ aime< L at agr ^ 

ture ministers, who 


that spending cm the Common Agri- 
cultural Policy, which is usually known 
as foe CAP, does not exceed its present 
annual Tradget of 40.4 billion euros 
($44.4 billion) from 2000 to 2006. 

At stake, foe fanners say, is a way of 


life, foe tissue of European rural society 
and a program that stands as the most 
visible symbol of European integration. 

Officials at the European Commis- 
sion, foe EU's executive body, which is 
driving the movement for radical 
change in foe policy, point to various 
reasons for the proposed reform: 

• With governments under pressure 
to curb public spending to meet the strict 
criteriafor mtanbershipin the European 
single currency, the EU cannot stand 
aloof from foe imperatives of austerity. 
Solving the form problem is a key ele- 
meot in reining in the EU’s budget in the 
years ahead. 

• Agricultural support is unequally 


distributed and is concentrated on re- 
gions andprodneers that are not among 
the most disadvantaged. 

• The policy designed for a com- 
munity of six nations will not be able to 
stand foe strain of bringing np to 11 
more countries, heavily dependent on 
agriculture, into the 15-nation EU. 

• Europe will not be able to engage in 
forthcoming world trade talks with ag- 
ricultural prices pegged substantially 
higher than world prices, nor will it be 
able to take advantage of the expansion 
in international markets. Subsidies, pro- 
tectionism and bureaucratic manage- 

See EUROPE, Page 4 


To dd Funds 
For a Heftier 
Telecom Bid 


By Alan Friedman 
ana Daniel Lief green 

International Herald Tribune 

ROME — Olivetti SpA, fighting 
fiercely to keepalive its takeover bid for 
Telecom Itaha SpA, was scrambling 
Wednesday to raise about 23 trillion to 
25 trillion tire ($13.5 billion to $14.7 
billion) in additional funding, financial 
sources in Milan said. 

They said, however, foat it was still 
unclear by how much Olivetti would 
increase its original bid of $58 billion in 
cash, shares and bonds. 

“When we present the formal lad, we 
may not increase the price immedi- 
ately,” an executive close to Olivetti 
said. 

Analysts predict that the bid will have 
to be increased by as much as $10 
billion, raising the ante in what is turn- 
ing into foe most dramatic hostile Euro- 
pean corporate takeover battle in 
years. 

Shares in Telecom surged past Oliv- 
etti’s previous offer price of 10 euros 
per share on last-minute buying Wed- 
nesday to close at 10.60 euros ($11.66), 
np 5 percent 

That added $2.6 billion to foe market 
value of foe company. 

The Milan sources said foat Olivetti’s 
board, which met late Wednesday, was 
to approve the calling of a special share- 
holders’ meeting that would authorize 
Olivetti's management to carry out a 5 
trillion-lire capital increase that would 
help finance the cash component of foe 
bid 

In addition, Olivetti would probably 
raise another 18 trillion to 20 trillion lire 
through a subsidiary, Tecnost, that is 
being used as foe vehicle for foe 
takeover bid 

Analysts have said foe Telecom bid 
needs to be sweetened if it is to'have a 

See DEAL, Page 4 
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“in principle” but needed until March 15 to discuss 
foe terms inside Kosovo and gauge popular reaction. 
But even if most civilians ban support the accord, 
gaming foe endorsement of an estimated 10,000 guer- 
rillas in the Kosovo Liberation Army will be critical to 
the deal's success. 

The debate within die rebel ranks is expected to 
intensify when foe commanders who took part in the 
talks in France return to the Kosovo capital of Pristina 
on Thursday. 

See KOSOVO, Page 6 


Shoot-on-Sight Orders 
Fail to Stop Religious 
Violence in Provinces 

By Atika Shuben 

Special to the Herald Tribune 

JAKARTA — E thni c and religious 
clashes have killed more than 20 people 
in the past two days in eastern Indone- 
sia, load media reported Wednesday, 
just one month after more than 100 
people were killed in rioting in the is- 
land chain of Ambon. 

In a bid to quell further unrest, the 
Indonesian military has issued shoot -on- 
right orders and threatened to court-mar- 
tial soldiers disobeying the co mman d. 
After massive riots last month in Ambon, 
the military mobilized thousands of sol- 
diers to riot-prone areas, but failed to 
contain two consecutive days of ethnic 
and religious violence in the provinces of 
West Kalimantan and Ambon. 

At least 3 people in Ambon were shot 
and killed when soldiers fired upon 
mobs to disperse them. The Associated 
Press reported Wednesday. Last week, 
police officials in Ambon confirmed 
that soldiers mistakenly fired into a 
crowd fleeing toward military barracks 
after an explosion in a residential area. 
A mm was shot through foe neck in die 
incident 

By Wednesday morning, relative 
calm had been restored in Kalimantan 
between feuding Malays and migrants 
from foe island of Madura, but rival 
Christian and Muslim groups in the 
province of Ambon continued to patrol 
tiie streets armed with machetes, 
homemade explosives and bows. 

Ambon has been the site of the coun- 
try’s worst violence this year and re- 
mains tense despite foe presence of 
more than 2^00 troops on foe small 
island chain. 

Military officials said foat attempts to 
prevent nnrest throughout the ar- 
chipelago have stretched security forces 
too thin and more “repressive mea- 
sures” need to be taken. 

In addition to the shoot-on-sight or- 
der, foe military has started a plan to 
draft and train more than 20,000 ci- 
vilians in neighborhood security groups ■ 
to bolster overworked security forces. 

Massive budget cuts and consistent 
criticism by nongovernmental groups 
on foe militaiy’s human rights record 
have further demoralized the military 
and eroded public trust 

“We have the responsibility to en- 
force the law,” said Major General 

to^ndonesia’s armedfari*s chief. “But 
if the people don't abide by the laws, 
how can we enforce them?” 

The fresh violence is the latest in a 
series of massive riots that have plagued 
Indonesia since former President 
Suharto stepped down from power in 
May and ended his 32 years of auto- 
cratic rale. 

Elections have been scheduled for 
June, but President B.J. Habibie is 
straggling to prevent outbreaks of eth- 
nic and religious violence in previously 
peaceful regions that threaten to derail 
election plans in this diverse island na- 
tion. 

Since Mr. Habibie came into office, 
at least 300 people have died as a result 

See INDONESIA, Page 4 
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Growing Pains: Why Hopes for Global Biotech Treaty Withered 
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By Andrew Pollack 

~ New York Tunes Service 

CARTAGENA, Colombia — Attempts to forge 
the world's first global treaty to regulate trade in 
genetically modified products failed Wednesday 
as negotiators could not bridge a divisive gap 
between American business interests and other 
nations 1 ' concerns for the environment. 

. The final breakdown came when the United 
States and a handful of other big agricultural 
cxpoitiiig nations rejected a proposed Biosafety 
Protocol foat bad foe support of -the rest of the 
roughly 130. nations. That blocked die consensus 
nested for a treaty. • - 

Bleaiyreyed delegates from many other nations. 


who have been negotiating day and night for more 
than a week, expressed fijiy at foe United States, 
accusing it of being Intransigent and of patting foe 
interests of its world-leading farming and bio- 
technology industries above foe interests of the 
environment. 

“It’s five nations against fbe world,” said 
Joseph Goto, the delegate from Zimbabwe, re- 
ferring to Washington and its allies, which actually 
number six, Canaria, Australia and three agri- 
cultural e x porters from the developing world — 
Argentina, Giile and Uruguay. “Thkecouldbeno 
greater injustice than that'’ The United States, be 
added, “is holding foe world at ransom.” 

Officials here said the big stakes involved for 
industry made it difficult to reach an agreement 


“It’s the first time that yon have really possible a 
legally binding instrument dealing with trade and 
foeenvinxnnentaitfaesaiitetime,”saidVeitKoes- 
rer, a Danish environmental official who chaired the 
working group that drew op tbe draft of the treaty. 

ftpahaps complicated things that the industry 
involved was biotechnology, which could be tbe 
industry of the next centrny and one in which the 
United States holds a firm lead. There have been a 
rising nnmher of disputes in recent years between 
developing sard developed nations over the control 
of genetic resources, foe raw material for biotech- 
nology, which seme analysts predict will be to file 
nexr century what oil and metal were to this one. 

The delegates agreed to suspend the talks for 
now and resume them at some point in foe future, 


no later than May 2000. The United States had 
urged this, saying there were still too many un- 
resolved issues to allow a consensus to be achieved 
by foe deadline, which was Tuesday. 

“It would be much better to get a sound in- 
strument a year hence than to get a flawed in- 
strument today,”- said Rafe Pomerance, deputy 
assistant secretary of state for environment and 
development. 

The Biosafety Protocol wonjd have required 
exporters of genetically modified organisms, such 
as seeds into which new traits had been added by 
gene- splicing, to obtain approval- in advance from 
the imparting country. Such regulations are de- 

See TREATY, Page 4 
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Sexual Assaults Allegation and Denial 

Another Clinton Story Emerges 


Sew York Times Service 


N 


EW YORK — The allega- 
tion was passed on to re- 


and The New York 
Tiroes in the waning days of the 1992 
presidential campaign. Regarding it 
as the kind of toxic waste traditionally 
dumped just before Election Day, 
both newspapers declined to use me 
stray — that a nursing-home exec- 
utive had bed sexually assaulted in 
1978 by Bill Clinton, who was then 
die attorney general of Arkansas. 

The rumor persisted on the Internet, 
even after a sworn denial by Juanita 
Broaddrick, the woman involved Mrs. 
Broad&ick reversed herself last spring 
during questioning by investigators for 
the independent counsel, Kenneth 
Stair. Last month, during the impeach- 
ment process, she decided to make the 
assault charges public in an interview 
with NBC News. Then the interview 
was not broadcast, and she chafed 

Now, Mrs. Broaddrick has told her 
stray to several news organizations, 
including The New Yosk Times, an 
account of an encounter with Mr. Clin- 
ton in an Arkansas hotel room. She 
says that Mr. Clinton invited himself 
to her room and then attacked her. 

Mr. Clinton's personal lawyer, 
David Kendall, has strenuously 
denied die charge. “Any allegation 
that foe president assaulted Mrs. 
Broaddrick more than 20 years ago is 
absolutely false,” he said in a state- 
ment released on Friday in response to 
r e p orters’ inquiries. ‘’Beyond that, 
we’re not going to comment** 

Ate. Broaddrick’s allegation has 
problems. There is no physical ev- 
idence to verify iL No one else was 
present daring the alleged encounter 
m die hotel room in little Rock, 
Arkansas, nearly 21 years ago. The 
hotel has since closed. Ana Mrs. 
Broaddrick had denied the encounter 
in an affidavit in January 1998 in the 
Paula Jones case, in which die was 
known only as “Jane Doe No. 5.** 

■ pressed t*y the Jones lawyers, 

-eiued tn. Now she has 

.canted that denial. 

Her accusation has long been fod- 
der fra Mr. Clinton’s legal and polit- 
ical opponents. Despite die problems 
with the accusation, it became part of 
the -impeachment process in Con- 
gress, pushed by conservative House 
Republicans even after Mr. Starr 
made. only a glancing reference to it in 
a supplement to his report. 

At least one senior Republican 
House investigator, pushing hard for 
the president’s removal, told some un- 
decided Republicans that Mrs. Broad- 
drick’s story would probably become 
public and that they would look bad if 
they voted against impeachment, two 


House Republicans said. 

While it agpeais that theallc 
swayed few, if any, voles in the 
or Senate, it hardened opinion against 
the president among some of die 
dozen ot ro representatives who were 
led to materials on the case in a secure 
room in the Capitol, Republican of- 
ficials said. In some cases, reading the 
Broaddrick files ended the represen- 
tatives’ qualms and made them feel at 
peace with their decisions to support 
im pwirhmBi^ the official^ said. 

T HE SHADOWY, subter- 
ranean path the allegation 
traveled also illustrates die 
mechanics of national news 

organizations after a year of White 
House sexual scandaL 
Never homogenous, the national 
press is divided in ever-smaller sliv- 
ers, with smaller outlets, on the In- 
ternet and cable television sometimes 
overwhelming the slower and more 
sober judgments of mainstream news 
organizations. 

From her hone in Van Buren, 
Arkansas, Mrs. Broaddrick slid in an 
interview this week that she had de- 
cided to air her charges in the NBC 
interview because she was exasperated 
by erroneous descriptions of the en- 
counter on the Internet and on a cable 
television talk show in December. 

Mrs. Broaddrick, now 56 and the 
prosperous owner of a nursing home 
and an extended-care facility, gave her 
account to The New York Times over 
the telephone. It is the following: 
When Mr. Clinton made a cam- 
paign stop in Van Buren in April of 
1978, she approached him and dis- 
cussed nursing homes. He told her that 
if she were ever in Little Rock, they 
could talk further. 

She attended a conference in little 
Rock a few weeks later with her friend 
and employee, Norma Rogers, then 
the director of nursing at Mrs. Broad- 
drick’s nursing home. She telephoned 
Mr. Ctintonand agreed to meet him in 
a coffee shop. But he phoned back and 
said he wanted to avoid some reporters 
and suggested meeting in her room. 

Shortly after he arrived there, sbe 
said, Mr. Clinton moved close to ber 
and tried to kiss her, succeeding only 
in biting her upper lip, hard. Thai, she 
said, he forced her down an to the bed 
and had intercourse with her. 

“I was so totally surprised, totally 
shocked,” she said 
Afterward, she said, he got up from 
the bed, put on Ms sunglasses, and 
while walking to the door, said, 
“You’d better put some ice on that,” • 
referring to her braised and bitten lip. 
Then he- left 

Mrs. Rogers and another friend of 
Mis. Broaddrick, Susan Lewis, said 
she told them of the incident at the 
time. Mrs. Rogers said she entered the 
room and found Mrs. Broaddrick cry- 


ing and in “a state of shock.” Her 
upper lip was puffodout and blue, and 
appeared to have been hit “She told 
me he forced himself on her, forced 
her to have intercourse,*’ Mrs. Rogers 
said in an interview this week. 

Mrs. Broaddrick said rite decided 
not to see a doctor about ber lip, 
because the swelling had gone down. 

At the time, Mrs. Broaddrick said, 
rite was having an affair with a mar- 
ried man, Dave Broaddrick, who has 
been her husband fin: the past 18ycars. 
She told boh Mr. Broaddrick and 
Mrs. Rogers not to reveal what she 
had told diem, because she was con- 
vinced no one would believe her. 

“What was I doing in a hotel room 
with the attorney general?” sbe said. 

‘ ‘No, I never even considered craning 
forward.” 

Mrs. Broaddrick’s account had not 
seemed to leak out until she was ap- 
proached during the 1992 campaign 
by Philip Yoakum, an opponent of Mr. 
Clinton whom she knew from Arkan- 
sas. He insisted that she make her 
accusations public. She refused. 

Five years latex, she said, she was 
approached by lawyers for Paula 
Jones, whose sexual harassment suit 
against Mr. Clinton was settled last 
year. Mrs. Broaddrick rebuffed them. 
“I just didn't want to drag my family 
through this,’’ she said. 

O N THE ADVICE of her 
lawyer. Bill Waters, a Re- 
publican state senator, she 
said, she agreed to let him 
call a friend of his, Bruce Lindsey, 
White House deputy counsel. After 
the call, the president's lawyer, Robert 
Bennett, faxed Mr. Waites an affi- 
davit that another woman had used to 
deny involvement with Mr. Clinton. 

Mrs. Broaddrick said that Mr. Wal- 
ters changed the names and facts and 
rite then si gne d itnn Jan ?., 1998. 

Contacted on Tuesday, Mr. Lindsey 
and Mr. Bennett would not comment. 
The affidavit read, ‘ *These allegations 
are untrue and I had hoped that they 
would no longer haunt me, or cause 
further disruption to my family,” 

After Mr. Clinton's relationship 
with Monica Lewinsky surfaced, she 
said, she started to get from re- 
porters, but she refused to comment 
Then she heard that prosecutors in the 
Office of Mr. Stan- were going to ap- 
proach her. She discussed her options 
with her husband and her son, Kevin 
Hickey, a lawyer, and they decided she 
could not lie to federal investigators. 

She recounted most of ber story to 
FBI investigators and told them that 
no one from the White House had ever-, 
tried to pressure her to stay silent. _■ 'u-‘ 
In the white-hot partisanship sur- 
rounding the urqieacnment debate, de- 
tails of Mrs. Broaddrick’s charges ri- 
cocheted around Capitol Hill, where 
about a dozen representatives ex- 



Jnanjta Broaddrick, right, and Mr. CHnton at a nursing home In 1978. 


amined the detailed account that Mrs. 
Broaddrickgave to investigators. 

Several organizations, including 
The New Yoik Times and The Wall 
Street Journal, carried brief news ac- 
counts of the congressional interest in 
the allegations, without any details. 

folate January, Lisa Myers, an NBC 
reporter, arrived in Little Rock with 
her producers and camera crew. On 
Jan. 30, the CNN program “Reliable 
Sources” included a discussion of the 
status of ihe NBC interview. 

Robert Bartley, the editorial page 
editor of The Wall Street Journal, saw 
the program and decided to send 
Dorothy Rabinowitz, one of his col- 
umnists, to see if she could interview 
Mrs. Broaddrick. She wrote a lengthy 
article, which was published on The 
Journal’s editorial page on Friday. 

After her piece was published, Ms. 
Ra bin o witz persuaded Mrs: Broad- 
drick to repeat bra story to The Ifoies. 

People inside NBC who spoke on 
condition of anonymity said mat net- 
work executives believed that the in- 
terview .needed extensive corrobor- 
'-UtiritL'- . 

■ For months Mrs. Broaddrick had 
.another reporter, Loisi-j 
Romano of The Washington Post, off 
the record. When Ms. Rabinowitz’s 
piece appeared, Mrs. Broaddrick 
agreed to let Ms. Romano publish her 
account as well. 


Leonard Dowme Jr, the executive 
editor of The Washington Post, said 
the decision to publish was not easy. 
“Even when we saw the Rabinowitz 
co lumn, ” he said, “I wasn’t certain 
we’d be publishing the story.” 

- “Our aim was to provide tisecotire 
story,” he.said, “a story about some- 
thing she had said, that she had 
told some journalists and some in- 
vestigators and, a number of years 
ago, a friend.” 

The New York Times also hes- 
itated 

“We talked long and hard about ■ 
whether to publish anything,” said 
Bill Keller, the managing editoc af - 
The Times. “The merits of the al- 
legations are probably unknowable. 
Legally, it doesn’t seem to go any- 
where. Congress isn’t going to im- 
peach him again. And frankly, we’ve 
all got a bit of scandal fatigue. 

“But these allegations played at 
least some small role in the inqieach- 
ment of a president And our readers, 
who have doubtless encountered the 
stray in other places, are entitled to 
. read-ora best take on it. =*•• 
. - OnTuesday, NB€ News announced 
i AhaidKi- interview .would be broadcast fc- 
onWednesday night Andrew Lack, 1 
the president of NBC’s news division, 
said Tuesday, “We were working our 
way through a process that was not 
completed until today.” 




Has Raised 



By Don Van Natta Jr. 

New York Timet Service - 

, WASHINGTON — President BilT 
Clinton's legal defense fund has laise^ 

$4.6 roiffiemm the last year, buoyed by fl 
direct-mail campaign that blamed Ken^ 
neth Stair and the congressional im- 

1 11*. — _ iLjk — 'i 1 * 


iy with “A 

debt* r of nearly $9 million, according to 
several supporters. 

The fund, the Clinton Legal Expense, 
Trust, has raised $2.4 million since 
August from 35,000 donors, ectiptang' 
the most optimistic projections' of the 
president’s sunpor t ec s aim the $22 mil- 
.{Ton raised in tire trust’s first six months 
of operation last year, according to the - 
supporters who were briefed Tuesday on 

th ^^^ t ^natk*ns — $10 here , $20 - 
there — have poured in, the supporters 
said, but there have also been * i0,00Q 
checks from corporate executives and 
Hollywood friends. . 

T.jicft the president’s continued strong 
showing in public opinion polls, th^/f 
trust’s windfall is a measure of Mr.« 
Clinton’s enduring popularity despite 
being the first elected president to be 


tiie trust’s 
success also reflected tire opinion among 
Mr. Clinton’s supporters that the inquiry 
by Mr. Starr, the independent counsel 
and the impeachment proceedings were 
inherently unfair and deeply partisan. ; 

“The direct mail has been off the 
chart,” said one sup porter who helped 
raise the money ana spake on the con-, 
dition of anonymity. “The president has 
□ever been more popular. And there is a 
lot of sympathy fra him- We didn’thave 
to ask most people twice for heto.” 

With more than half of the Cantons: 
debts erased in a single year, supporter^ 
said Tuesday that there is a strong* 
chance that the entire legal bill could be 
paid by the time the president leaves! 
-office in 23 months. 

“No president, especially a president^ 
who has worked as hard for the Amerj 
ican people, sfaonld.be burdened witfr 
this land of debt when be leaves office* 
said Terence McAnliffe, one of Mr. 
Clinton’s closest friends, who raised 
much of the money fra the trust Mr 
McAnliffe declined to discuss hoW 
much money the trust had raised. I 1 
Some advisees of the president have 
spidthal Mr. Clinton’s total legal bills in 
ms two terms cctald exceed $10 mil- 

Bte-V'i jr.' . ■ Z 

Erasing those bills is a major concern 
of die first lady, Hillary Rodham Clin 1 ; 
ton, who has told her advisees that the 
debt is a factor as die decides whether to 
seek a Senate seat from New York id 
2000. 


Washington Scorns Iraq Policy Critic 


WEATHER 


By Philip Sheoon 

New York Tana Service 


WASHINGTON — The State De- 


Ritter, a former United Nations 
weapons inspector who contends that 
tiie CIA helped plan and conduct 
weapons searches in Iraq, is inaccurate, 
misleading and could “only serve Sad- 
dam Hussein’s propaganda machine.” 

The department said Tuesday that 
statements by Mr. Ritter, whose book 
lends support to long-standing Iraqi ac- 
cusations that UN inspection teams were 
nenetrated by U.S. spies, were “con- 
istent only in their inconsistency." 

Mr. Ritter and Ins book were also 
denounced by Rolf Ekeus of Sweden, a 
former head of the UN Special Com- 
mission, or Unscom, which conducted 
the inspections. 

He said Mr. Ritter was engaged in 
“destructive fantasizing' ‘ in suggesting 
such close ties between the CIA and the 
inspectors. 

Mr. Ekeus also disputed Mr. Ritter’s 
speculation of a tie between a UN in- 
spection team that was sent into Iraqm 
1996 that, according to the book, in- 
cluded CIA officers with an agency- 
inspired mission that may have been a 
coup attempt 

The Stale I 


were responding to a report about Mr. 
Ritter’s book in The New York Times, 
which obtained galley proofs of the 
book, “Endgame.” The book is to be 
published in April 
Mr. Ritter says in the book that he 
worked closely with a senior agency 
official, beginning in 1992, to plan “the 
largest and most complex inspections.” 
He also says that “C3A covert para- 


were placed on 
teams that seabed for evidence of Iraqi 
chemical and biological weapons. 

A State Department spokesman, 
James Foley, did not deny a central 
element of Mr. Ritter’s book — that the 
CIA had placed employees on the teams 
and that they had helped direct the in- 
spections. But Mr. Foley suggested there 
was nothing surprising or new. 
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TRAVEL UPDATE 


Violence in Mauritius May Bring Curfew 

PORT LOUIS, Mauritius (AFP) — President Cassam Uteen of the vacation 
island of Mauritius threatened Wednesday to clamp a curfew on the island after 
three people were killed in riots. 

The disorders were caused by the suspicious death of a popular reggae singer, 
Kaya, while in police custody. 

President Uteem promised a judicial inquiry into the death. (AF) 

Slow-Down Time for Drivers in Montana 

HELENA, Montana (AP) — This huge and sparsely populated state in the West 
is about to end its status as the only U.S. state without a daytime speed limi t. 

On Tuesday, lawmakers sent a speed-limit bill to Governor Marc Racicot, who 
has promised to sign it As drafted, the law will take effect May 28, the eve of the 

Under the measure, cars an<Plight trucks would be limited to 75 miles (120 
kilometers) an hour an interstate divided highways day and night, except in areas 
State Department and Mr. Ekeus near Billings, Great Falls and Missonla, where the maximum would be 65 mph. The 

limit on two-lane roads would be 70 mph in daytime and 65 mph at night 
Montana has not had a posted daytime speed limit since 1995, when Congress did 
away with a federal highway limit. 
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Correction 

a Page One caption Seditions w«i- 2 Airlines in Japan Merge Ticket Operations 

nesday inootrectiy identified one of the r c r 

Petals waHang with Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright just outside the 
Kosovo peace talks On her left was 
Hans van den Btoek, the European Un- 
ion’s external affairs commissioner. 
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TOKYO (Bloomberg) — Japan Airlines Co-, the Datum’s Imgest intemaiional air 
earner, agreed to form a joint venture with the No. 3 Japan Air System Co. to share 
domestic ticket reservation and sales systems. 

The move will enable each of the two companies to save mare than 1 billion yen 
($8.3 million) a year. The computer systems will come on-line in 2001. 
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By Alison Mitchell 

New York Times Service 
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WASHINGTON — As the Senate 
opens hearings into the statute author- 
izing independent counsels, the Waier- 
gate-era law looks well on its way to 
becoming a casualty of the impeachment 
battle, with senators of both parties pre- 
dicting that it will be heavily revised or 
killed off entirely. 

With sentiment against independent 
counsels growing in both parties. Sen- 
ator Fred Thompson, the Tennessee Re- 
publican who chairs the Governmental 
? Affairs Committee, said his committee 
would see in hearings that were to start 
Wednesday whether there were ways to 
revise the Independent Counsel Act. 
But, he warned, “the burden is on those 
who want to keep it alive in its current 
form." 

Also signaling dissatisfaction with the 
law under which Kenneth Starr con- 
ducted his investigation of President Bill 
Clinton, Senator Tom Daschle, Demo- 
crat of South Dakota, the minority lead- 
er, said, “I intend to do what I can to see 
that it's tenniijatecL” 

. And an unlikely pair of senators — 
Mitch McConnell, me Kentuckian who 
is chairman of the National Republican 
Senatorial Committee, and Chnstopher 


Dodd of Connecticut, a fo r me r general 
chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee — said they would fight to- 
gether to see the legislation expire when 
it comes up for renewal this summer. 

“In 1978, with the noblest of inten- 
tions, both Republicans and Democrats 
embarked on a path of mutually ensnred 
destruction by passing what could be 
called the ultunaic law of unintended 
consequences,” Mr. McConnell said. 
“In a perverse sort of way the inde- 
pendent counsel law has actually di- 
minished the importance of ethics in 
government. 

“With an independent counsel lurk- 
ing behind every tree, the public is no 
longer alarmed when a public official is 
investigated.” 

Mr. Dodd, who had supported die 
statute in the past, said that it had “crim- 
inalized the political process to such a 
degree that it's, no longer enough to 
defeat yonr opponents. If you can mdict 
them and also incarcerate diem, th en fee 
campaign battle's not over.” 

Senator Don Nickles, the majority 
whip from Oklah oma, said that the law is 
“in trouble,” He added, “It has to be 
reformed significantly or it won’t be 
reauthorized, in my opinion.” 

Among the many proposed revisions 
are limi ts on who would be covered so 


that only the most senior government 
officials, like the president and vice 
president, could be investigated. An- 
other -possibility is limiting investiga- 
tions to actions that have taken place 
while an official was in office or seeking 
office. 

Other lawmakers would impose time 
limits and cost limits. 

'Whether such changes could save the 
law is not .clear. Mr. McConnell said 
flatly that the law was not salvageable 
and hinted that be and Mr. Dodd were 
prepared to lead a filibuster, if need be, 
to stop its reanthorizatiau. 

The law allowing die appointments of 
independent counsels was enacted in 
1978 as a way to insnTate investigations 
of wrongdoing by high government of- 
ficials firompcditical interference. It was 
spurred by me Watergate scandal, dur- 
ing which Richard Nixon ordered the 
dismissal of Archibald Coot, a special 
prosecutor who lacked any statutory 
protection. . 

The statute requires the attorney gen- 
eral to seek the appointment of an in- 
dependent counsel when there is sub- 
stantial and credible evidence of a crime 
by the president or any of a number of 
other senior government officials, rang- 
ing from the vice president to cabinet 
members to senior White House staff 


ael of three 
counsel 


federal 


members. A 
judges selects 

■ Judges to Examine Reno Probe 

Roberto Suro of The Washington Post 
reported earlier: 

The federal judges who appointed Mr. 
Start have decided to intercede in an 
escalating dispute between the independ- 
ent counsel and Attorney General Jana 
Reno over her intent to investigate Mr. 
Stair’s handling of me Lewinsky matter. 

In a one-sentence order made, public 
Tuesday, the Judges agreed to decide 
whether Ms. Reno’s inquiry should be 
halted, setting the stage for a court battle 
that will bring to public hghta legal feud 
thus far conducted in secret which could 
produce new revelations about the ori- 
gins of the investigation that led to Pres- 
ident Clinton's impeachment. 

The three federal appellate judges 
charged with overseeing the independ- 
ent counsel process acted in response to 
court papers filed Feb. 16 by the Land- 
made Legal Foundation, a conservative 
advocacy organization. The group 
claimed that the Justice Department 
lacked authority to investigate an in- 
dependent counsel and asked that the 
judges order Ms. Reno to halt her inquiry 
because of its potential to interfere with 
Mr. Starr's work. 



hjnMdqaVAiim Pnm-fme 

Senator Fred Thompson, Republican of Tennessee, chairman of the 
committee reviewing the independent counsel law, briefing reporters in 
preparation for bearings on whether to retain the controversial law. 
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Republicans 
Are Warned 
Not to Snipe 
Inside Party 


By Richard L. Berke 

j. New York Times Service 

WASHINGTON — In a stem lecture 
to prospective presidential candidates in 
2000, Jim Nicholson, chairman of the 
Republican Party, has warned that be 
will publicly rebuke any contender who 
personally attacks another Republican. 

“Do not let it become personal or 
Vasty or mean in spirit,” Mr. Nicholson 
Said Tuesday in a speech in Des Moines, 
Iowa, the state that traditionally holds the 
first presidential caucuses. “Even in tire 
heat of the struggle, make sure you don’t 
confuse people about who die real ad- 
versary is. Because if you sow division 
within Republican ranks, because if yon 
forget who and what all Republicans are 
fighting for and fighting against, you 
Will pay a price — I promise you.” 
.Although il was a. highly uriusugf. 
statement at a time when most can-, 
didates have not yet formally declared 1 
their intentions, people close , to Mr. 
Nicholson said Ire was trying to tamp 

a the sniping at Governor George 
ofTexas. 

Mr. Bush has not stated his intentions, 
but he is running far ahead in most early 
polls. Several of his prospective rivals 
have already sought to knock him down 
. by questioning his credentials ami his 
I “compassionate conservative” slogan. 
f - Some Republican advisers said Mr. 
Nicholson timed the warning to precede 
the appearance Of several presidential 
prospects — but not Mr. Bush — at a 
gathering of the California Republican 
Party this weekend in Sacramento. 

In a telephone interview, Mr. Nich- 
olson said mat some mailings from Re- 
publican rfirvtirintps; were “tougher than 
I would have liked,” but that he would 
not identify those that bothered him. And 
be insisted thatbedid not believe that any 
of tire criticism of Mr. Bush or of other 
candidates was thus far out of bounds. 

Several people close to Mr. Nich- 
olson said they thought Haley Barbour, 
the former party chairman, erred in 1996 
by not halting Steve Forbes's multi- 
million-doll ar attacks on Bob Dole, 
“We’re trying to avoid a bloodbath,” 
Mr. Nicholson said in the interview. 

"j - An adviser to Mr. Nicholson, who did 
not wish to be named, was even more 
blunt “There’s a concern mat’s be- 
ginning to curdle into unrestrained ter- 
ror,” the adviser said, “that we’re going 
to have a replay of ”96: Gore raises his 
$30 milli on m 90 days, banks it until be 
gpes on TV — and blasts our guy. And 
ibe Republican nominee emerges 
bloody and broke.” 


POLITICAL 


n i u JL * D Council. Like Mr. Bush, Elizabeth Dole, tire 

IIXlCfUXflttTl Ueaaymg I\im former American Red Cross president, is un- 

C7 declared but considered formidable. 

WASHINGTON — Pat Buchanan, who Mr. Buchanan, 60, has long beat under- 
stunned the political establishment when his estimated as a politician. In^his first bid for 
low-budget campaign triumphed in the New 
Hampshir e Republican primary in 1996, is 
preparing a third bid for the White House in 
2000, according to several close associates. 

On Tuesday, Tom Johnson, president of 
CNN News Group, announced that Mr. 

Buchanan had been granted a leave as co-host 
of the program “Crossfire,” beginning Wed- 
nesday. “We wish Pat well in Ms exploration 
of a possible GOP candidacy,” Mr. Johnson 
said. Some of Mr. Buchanan’s associates said 
he may announce as early as next week. 

Apart from his appearances as a commen- 
tator, he has laid low in the past three years and 
not participated in many of the{)olittoal forums 
that are frequented by prospective candidates. 

But several associates, most of whom spoke 
on the condition of anonymity, said Mr. 

Buchanan told them be has grown bored with 
his television role and believes that the early 
Republican front-runner. Governor George 
Bush of Texas, was not as inevitable a nom- 
inee as was Bob Dole, the former senator from 
Kansas, four years ago. 

Given Mr. Buchanan’s passionate support 
among cultural conservatives in states with 
early contests, his candidacy would imme- 
diately complicate the race. Others who are 
already fiercety.. competing for their: support 
include former Vice-President Dan Quay hr, 

SteveFcabes, tlte publishing magnate; Senator. 

Bob Smith of New Hampshire and Gary 
Bauer, who was head of the Family Research 


: more than 37 percent of the 
vote to the New Hamp shire primary in 1992. 

Four y ears later, Mr. Buchanan won the New 
Hampshire primary with 27 pen 

I he came close 


a point ahead of Mr. Dole, 
to defeating Mr. Dole in the crucial Iowa 
caucuses, thawing 23 percent, compared with 
26 percent for Mr. Dole. Mr. Buchanan was 
also victorious in three other early caucuses, 
Alaska, Louisiana and Missouri. (NYT) 

Daley Wins Third Term, 

CHICAGO — Mayor Richard Daley easily 
extended Ms family's political dynasty, de- 
feating former Black Panther Bobby Rush to 
win a fluid full team. Mr. Daley won tire 
election on Tuesday on fee strength of a boom- 
ing local economy, a highly publicized school 
reform pr o gram and sweeping efforts to give 
America’s tirird-Iargest city a facelift. 

Mr. Daley told cheering supporters that Ms 
victory was “a vote of confidence in our city 
and tire direction we have charted together.” 
Mr. Daley carried predominantly black wards 
and won support in every part of the city. 

“This victory was built witfc,yote&froim all. 
Chicago neighborhoods,'' Mr. Daley said. 

. . Mr. Rush, a foim-term congressman, trailed 
badly throughout the race, which showed that 
Mr. Daley, like Ms father before him, has 


Chicago all sewn up. 

With 97 percent of the precincts reporting 
Wednesday, Mr. Daley had 41 8,2 11 votes, or 
72 percent, to Mr. Rush’s 160,567, or 28 
percent. Mr. Daley avoided a runoff by re- 
ceiving more than half the vote in the non- 
partisan primary. 

In another election Tuesday, a Republican 
with a reputation for consensus-building won 
a special election for the House of Repre- 
sentatives seat vacated by Newt Gingrich. The 
only suspense for Johnny Isakson in a 
staunchly Republican suburban Atlanta dis- 
trict had been whether he would get a majority 
in tire seven-way race and avoid a runoff. 

Mr. Isakson, a moderate known for his 
ability to cooperate with Democrats, easily 
defeated six other opponents. With all pre- 
cincts reporting, Mr. Isakson had 51,54 8 
votes, or 65 percent, followed by Christina 
Jeffrey, a professor at Kennesaw State Uni- 
versity, with 20,116 votes, or 26 percent 

Gary Pelphrey, the lone Democrat on the 
ballot had 4,0 14 votes, or 5 percent No other 
candidate had more than 2 percent (APJ 

Quote/Unquote 

Senator Trent Lott, the Majority Leader 
from Mississippi, after Ms first meeting with 
President Bill Clinton since tire impeachment 
trial: “Our job here in Washington is to. do the 
people’s business, and that’s what we’re going 
to do. We’re going to work together ji^jeftiUy 
across the party lines, in the Congress and with 
tire administration, to do what the American 
people expect of os.” (WP) 


AMERICAN 


TOPICS 


Texas Jury Delivers Swift Conviction in Racist Killing 



Ross Byrd, son of Mr. Byrd, comforting his 
sister, Renee Muffins, after the verdict. 


New York Times Service 

JASPER, Texas — With 
exceptional swiftness, a jury 
has declared John William 
Kang, a white man, guilty of 
murder for dragging a black 
ma n to Ms death behind a 
pickup truck. They weighed 
evidence Wednesday on 
whether he should be sen- 
tenced to death. 

The jury began delibera- 
tions Tuesday after less than 
five days of testimony and 
barely an hour of closing ar- 
guments, chose its only black 
member as foreman and re- 
turned two and a half hours 
later with the strongest pos- 
sible verdict. 

“Justice has been served,” 
said a tearful Maty Venette, 
one of James Byrd Jr.’s sis- 
ters, as she emerged from the 
Jasper County Courthouse. 
“It was not decided on emo- 
tion bm on facts, and (hat's all 
we wanted. It could’ve 
happened anywhere in this 
nation, but it fell cm us.” 

Mr. King, 24, slumped 
slightly as the verdict was 
read by Judge Joe Bob Golden 




of State District Court but 
showed no other emotion. Mr. 
Byrd’s relatives and others in 
the courtroom burst into ap- 
plause as the jury rose to leave 
after tire announcement. 

Mr. King is one of three 
white men charged with 
killing Mr. Byrd, 49, in the 
ours of June 7, 1998, 
ing him on a chain be- 
a pickup truck for three 
miles (town rural roads in the 
ine woods east of Jasper, 
rial dates have yet to be set 
for the other defendants, 
Lawrence Russell Brewer, 
31, who met Mr. King when 
the two were in prison, and 
Shawn Berry, 23, who has 
known Mr. King since high 
school. 

Prosecutors argued . that 
Mr. King was plotting to form 
his own white supremacist 
gang in Jasper — the Texas 
Rebel Soldier Division of the 
Confederate Knights of 
America — and had hoped to 
use tire grisly death of a local 
black man to help recruit 
members and, perhaps, to 
provide a blood initiation for 


Mr. Berry. 

“I think any jury in the 
country would have decided 
it the same way,” said Guy 
James Gray, the Jasper 
County district attorney. 
“You can’t put up with this 
sort of stuff. You can’t tol- 
erate ft.” 

Gray and others said they 
were not surprised that it took 
the jmy so little time to come 
to a verdict. 

“The evidence was over- 
whelming.” said Ethel Parks, 
a black Jasper resident who 
came to the courthouse to 
hear the verdict “For once, 
they did something right in 
Jasper.” 

In the punishment phase of 
the trial, both sides will argue 
wMch of the two potential 
sentences, death by lethal in- 
jection or life imprisonment, 

should be given to Mr. King. 
Prosecutors said they expec- 
ted tire jury, whose decision 
will be final, to begin delib- 
erating on p unishm ent as 
early as Thursday. 


In U.S., Teen 'Witches 

Are a Brewing Trend 

Should parents worry if 
they find their teenage daugh- 
ters huddling in a darkened 
room, ami d candles and in- 
cense, chanting mysteriously 
wMle mixing, say, eye of 
newt and toe of frog, wool of 
bat and tongue of dog? 

All right, forget the tongue 
of dog. But the fact is, ju- 
venile witchery, for fun or 
otherwise, has grown hugely 
in popularity among teenage 
girls, and books offering 
spell-casting instructions 
have become best-sellers. 

One of them, “Teen 
Witch: Wicca for a New Gen- 
eration,’ ’ offers everything (it 
says) that a kid needs to be- 
come a “pentacle- wearing, 
spell-casting, completely au- 
thentic witch! ” That includes 
instructions for such uniquely 
teen rituals as the Bad Bus 
Driver spell, the UnGround 
Me spell and the Just-Say-No 
spell, reports U.S. News & 
oridReport. ••• j:;: 
“Teen Witeh,” in its third 
iting, is part of a New Age 
spawned by such films 
as “The Craft” and “Prac- 
tical Magic” and the 
television program “ 
the Teenage Witch," 

Some child-development 
experts, however, find tire 
how-to sorcery books vaguely 
creepy and troublingly au- 
thoritative-sounding. The 
U.S. Catholic Conference 
frowns on spells that, for ex- 
ample, incorporate stuffed an- 
imals and “holy water.” 

Not to worry, says Silver 
Raven wolf, the pseudonym- 
ous author of “Teen Witch.” 
Her young readers will not be 
sacrificing the family pet She 
disavows Satanism. Educat- 
ors, meanwhile, say that if 
parents find their children 
with books mi witchery they 
should sit down for a good talk 
— not take the books away. 


Short Takes 

Unlike the little piggy of 
fairy-tale fame, SherriSim- 
mons of Minneapolis is not 
afraid that her straw house 
will be blown down. 

Part of an experiment by a 
low-income-bousing group 
and ecologically minded 
builders, her new home is 
made of 1,600 bales of straw, 
each wrapped in plastic to res- 
ist rot and then covered with 
stucco panels. 

Similar construction has 
been used for centuries from 
Mongolia to Morocco, and 
has enjoyed some popularity 
in the U.S. Southwest, reports 
the Los Angeles Times. 

But Ms/Simmons lives in 
one of the coldest cities in 
America. No problem, she 
says. Even with the mercury 
well below zero, her heating 
bills are lower than before. 
And she's rather gotten to like 
that faint whiff of a Min- 
nesota wheat field. 

As cars speed up Route 15 
near Lewisburg, 

Pennsylvania, many drivers 
do double-takes at a roadside 
billboard: They see a woman 
wearing underwear, striking a 
sexy-poSe. " 

But this is no Victoria's 
‘Secret lingerie dd; it is a 67- 
year-old woman in a girdle, 
proudly showing off her age 
spots and ample waistline. 

Bucknell University is ex- 
hibiting a photograph that 
Melanie Manchot, 32, shot of 
her mother, Margaret. It is 
artwork posing as advertis- 
ing, a statement, says tire 
younger Ms. Manchot, about 

empowerment.” 

“Look at you loving me,” 
reads the slogan. 

Not all in the conservative 
town are loving her, however. 
But Chris tiane Anders son, a 
Bucknell art history profes- 
sor, shrugs off the criticism. 

“Is she beautiful? Why do 
we think she is, or why do 
people not think she is? It tells 
us everything about our so- 
ciety.” 

Something about tire eye of 
the beholden 


Brian Knowlton 
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Away From 
Politics 

•.Kart LaGrand, a German 
citizen convicted of a 1982 
killing in Arizona who apked 
to be executed by cyanide gas 
rather than by injection won a 
temporary stay from an ap- 
peals court feat ruled me 
method cruel and unusual 
punishment. . .(AP) 

• James Rodden, a con- 
victed kilter who sou; 
clemency in Missouri 
Governor Mel Carnahan 
commuted tire sentence of an- 
other death-row inmate — at 
the urging of Pope John Paul 
n — was executed by. injec- 
tion. (AP) 


the first ones built. 

Africa and Denmark, have 
been launched into orbit from 
Vandenburg Air Force Base 
m ffrli fomta after 11 mostly 
^leather-related delays. (AP) 

• An Indiana main has al- 
legedly admitted to setting 
fire to as many as 50 churches 
k 11 stares. —(AP) 
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“ Fears over banks prompt surge in 

credit derivatts” 

Financial Times 8i 1 0/98 
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Tomorrow 


1 E I S U R E 

Travel deals, art exhibits, restaurant 
reviews and movie guides are just a few 
of the things youTl find in the Leisure 
pages. Written with the international 
reader in mind, this column offers . a 
broad range of options on how to spend 
leisure time, regardless of where in the 
world you may be traveling. 

Every Friday in the International Herald 
Tribune. 
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Plane Crashes in China, Killing 60 


j By Elisabeth Rosenthal 

l New York Times Service 

i — ■■ — — — 

! BEIJING — A Russian-made pas- 
j senger jet crashed Wednesday during its 
I descent into an airport in southern 
| China, killing more than 60 people, ac- 
] cording to officials at the airport in the 
; southern coastal city of Wenzhou. 

| All 61 people on board were killed, 
i according to Xinhua, the government 
! news agency: all were Chinese citizens. 

! Airport officials said that there were also 
I casualties on the ground in the densely 
populated coastal region. 

The plane, a Tupolev- 154 operated by 
China Southwest Airlines, crashed into 
fields about 25 miles (40 kilometers) 
south of Wenzhou at 4:29 PJvL, said an 
official in the Wenzhou Airport Man- 
ager's Office, who gave her name as Ms. 
Lan. The plane was coming from the 
western city of Chengdu in Sichuan 
Province. She said the weather was calm 
■_ and visibility was good. 

The cause of the crash was not ira- 
. mediately apparent. Although initial re- 


ports desaibed a mid-air explosioa, air- 
port officials said they believed the plane 
had first crashed and then exploded. The 
area around Wenzhou is extremely moun- 
tainous. but Ms. Lan said the aircraft was 
descending over a fiat coastal plain. 

The crash will almost certainly raise 
questions about the safety of Russian 
planes in the country, which have been 
involved in a relatively high 
of China’s air disasters even 
make up only a tiny fraction of the 
Chinese commercial air fleet. 

China’s commercial an-lmrs have had 
ood safety record in recent years, 
us try experts say, and most com- 
mercial planes now in use are made by 
Boeing Co. and Airbus Industrie, These 
Western planes are used exclusively for 
international and major domestic 
routes. 

“China is absolutely passionate about 
air safety, and that’s why you see aging 
aircraft — and those are mostly Russian 
planes — being hustled out of the fleet as 
fast as they can,” said Thomas Galla- 
gher, managing director in charge of 


aerospace for C3BC Oppenhcamer, a 
New Yak investment h ank, who' has' 
worked extensively in China. ; 

Still, he called die Tupolev '‘not a bad 
plane,” though he noted that it was 
“probably more maintenance-intens- 
ive" than planes in the West Only 7 . 
percent of commercial planes in China 
were Tupolevs in 1995. 

Officials from the Civil Aviation' Ad- 
ministration are investigating the crash, 
Xinhua said. The deputy director of the 
Propaganda Department for Southwest 
Airlines, who gave only his surname, 
Xu, wound not give the plane’s age. 

Before die crash, the newspaper 
Phina Daily reported on Wednesday mat 
China planned to spend $12 billion to 
modernize its air traffic control system 
over the next 10 years. 

“This incident is very unfortunate,” 
Mr. Gallagher said. “In the face of an . 
unpreced e nted expansion of its airline 
industry, China has demonstrated in- 
credible concern for safety — often at the 
expense of the industry’s economic 
growth.” 


ALPS: Dozens Missing in Village in Austrian Avalanche Disaster 


Continued from Page 1 

j? tourists from Germany, Denmark and 
■ the Netherlands. 

f. The U.S. Army dispatched 10 mam - 
l^moth Black Hawk helicopters from a 
r base in Germany to assist in the rescue 
« and evacuation effort, was delayed for 
/more than 12 hours by heavy blizzards 
l" that have buffeted the Alps for the past 
[' week. 

| Local firefighters and police joined 
i- other volunteers who were desperately 
^digging through the snow, some with 
their bare hands, in the search for sur- 
£vivors. 

: The village of Galtuer is inhabited by 

• 700 year-round residents, but its pop- 
i illations grows to nearly 4,000 during the 
peak of the winter ski season. 

Survivors said that Tuesday's ava- 
lanche, which brought tons of snow hurl- 


ing down the mountain into the heart of 
the village, struck with startling speed 
and violent impact late in the after- 
noon. 

“That was not snow, it was like con- 
crete," a Dutch tourist told Austrian 
television. 

All across Europe, the accumulations 
of snow 12 to 16 feet deep — three to 
four times the normal level — have 
submerged houses, choked mountain 
passes and paralyzed road and rail traffic 
through parts of France, Italy, Switzer- 
land ana Austria. Alpine weather ser- 
vices said the risks or giant avalanches, 
known as the “white death,” would 
remain extremely dangerous for die next 
several days. 

As many as 60,000 people have been 
snowbound in the posh Swiss resorts of 
Davos and Klosters. In western Austria, 
more than 20,000 have been confined to 


their hotels — some for as long as a week 
— as highways were closed, railroads 
blocked and commercial air service dis- 
rupted by die blinding snowstorms. 

*Thc power of nature in the Alps has 
struck to an unprecedented extent in 
Switzerland as well as in Italy and Aus- 
tria,” «*id Chancellor Viktor Klixna of 
Austria as he flew to JLandeck to observe 
the rescue operations. 

Mr. Klima insisted that Austria had 
done all within its means to minimize the 
dangers from avalanches but that natural 
disasters of the scale that struck Galtuer 



UN Is Given 
Bleak Data on 
Medicine and 



The Associated Pros 

UNITED NATIONS, New York — 


mg a bleak assessment of the numan- 
ifft ri an situation in Iraq, h as to ld die 
Security Council that bureauautic 
delays in Baghdad and low oil pne^, 
were preventing Iraqis from getting the 
food and medi c ine they needed. 

Chief a raring Mr. Annan’s concerns 
was that medicine imported through the 
UN ofl-for-food program was languish- 
ing in Iraqi warehouses. 

The secretary-general's report on 
Tuesday also said that malnutrition 
among infants and children under 5 
years old remained at “unacceptably 
high levels.” 

The oil-for-food program allows 
Baghdad to buy humanitarian goods to 
care for its people who are suffering 
under UN sanctions imposed after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

Only half of the $540 million worth of 
drugs «nd medical supplies delivered to 
Iraq since the program was launched in 
1996 have reached hospitals and clinics, 
the report said. 



Effcwdi lU/Ranrtr, 


Students demanding a transitional government Wednesday in Jakarta. 


With hopes dwindlingttotmany of the JAKARTA: 20 Killed in Fresh Violence 

missing will still be found alive, the 



missing will still be round alive, 
Galtuer accident could rival the country's 
worst snow catastrophe in this century, 
when 56 people were kiDed in 1954 by an 
avalanche in Blons in western Austria. 

But environmental groups such as 
Greenpeace have challenged Mr. 
Klima’s fatalism, saying that govern- 
ments have failed to recognize die 
dangers of global climate change and 
rapid rid tourism expansion at higher 
altitudes that have exposed more people 
to the risk of major avalanches. 

In recent years, a succession of rel- 
atively warm winters has diminish ed 
snowfall in the lower reaches of the Alps 
and prompted skiers to ascend to higher 
altitudes. A property boom in high-alti- 
tude ski chalets throughout the Alps has 
sustained the high degree of prosperity in 
the region, but enviro nmentalis ts say this 
affluence has come at a perilous cost 

“More people keep moving up the 
mouptaln at a foster rate,. and. this .Js 
putting all kinds of stressonthe ecology 


Continued from Page 1 

of mob killing s and-riots triggered by 
religious and ethnic tensions. 

“At any moment people may hear 
something they don’t like, a mosque 
burning or a bad government policy, and 
they become angry. Any moment may 
■ into a riot," said Arbi Sanit, a 
scientist at the University of 



The rising violence has placed added 
pressure on the military to take totigh 
actions against rioters, just as the mil- 
itary was trying to revamp its imag e, 
tarnished by allegations of human-rights 
abuses in the Suharto era. After the death 
of 17 people held in police detention in 
the northern province of Aceh last 
month, militar y officers were recently 
sentenced to jail and discharged from 
sexviee^far torturing inspected rioters, 
-'^■feutdespite the military's toj ' * 
eflfoiiti.'and ” 


and' the infrastructure,” said Irvi^^lxeffinBpvtd mushroom 
Maier of Greenpeace’s Vienna office, cffitielago. 

"Many more houses are being built in Svan 

places and at altitudes that cannot be 



properly protected from the threat of 
heavy avalanches." 

Gerhard Mossberger, a Forestry Min- 
istry official who is in charge of Aus- 
tria’s avalanche control system, says the 
country spends about $50 million a year 
in Hying to shield villages from the 
dangers of massive snowslides but that 
no amount of investment can ensure 


yarwan Hamid, minister of home 
affairs, warned earlier this month that a 
state-of-emergency law granting ex- 
traordinary powers to the military could 


be imposed if mass, violence continues. 
■ Shooting at East Timor Protest 

At least one person was killed and 
eight wereinjuxedon Wednesday when 
panicked Indonesian troops fired on pro- 
independence youths in Dili in. East 
Timor, church officials and local jour- 
nalists said, Reuters reported. 

“One person was shot dead and eight 
people were injured, including one uni- 
versity student who is in a critical con- 
dition with gunshot wounds to the 
bead,” an official from the Motael 
church told Reuters from Dili - 

A local journalist said the dead youth 
was a 23-year-old student 
“The troops lost restraint and just 


informer screamed to die troops that he 
had been tortured by a pro-independence 
group," a journalist told 
^neither the ” - 

__e available;! , _ 

If vtras the latest Trioodshecf in the 
former Portuguese colony. Tension in 
the territory has mounted since Jakarta 
said it may grant the province inde- 
pendence if East Timorese reject a pro- 
posal for autonomy within Indonesia. 


worth of high-protein biscuits for preg- 
nant women out of a total allocation Of 
$8 million, according to the report - 
Baghdad has submitted contracts 1 for 
only 260 tons of infant milk, even 
though the United Nations has approved 
deliveries of 1,500 tons, the report said. 

With pressure to lift or ease the eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed on Iraq, die 
Security Council has formed a special 
panel to make recommendations on im- 
proving the humanitarian situation in tire 
country. The panel is scheduled to meet 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Still, even Mr. Annan seemed to ac- 
knowledge that significantly upgrading 
foe oil-for-food program was out of his 
hands. 

“The most serious issue facing the 
implementation of foe program at 
present is the growing shortfall in rev- 
enues," foe secretary-general said. “Re-yA 
grettably, there seems little scope for 
optimism in regard to oil revenues in the 
immediate future.' ’ 

He also said Tuesday that he believed 
UN forces had not been used enough to 
help solve the growing number of civil 
and ethnic wars around the world, es- 
pecially in Africa. ' " 

jforcement of a settlement to many 
^carf require UN' peacekeepers, 
^joech'at'Bieor- 

getown University. 

Mr. Annan said that despite the grow- 
ing need, the number of UN forces de- 
ployed around the world bad dropped 
from 80,000 troops five years ago to 
14,000 now. 


EUROPE: Farm Policy of ’60s Has Gone to Seed in the 9 90s 


Rescue workers helped by a sniffer dog searching Wednesday for 
victims buried by an avalanche in the Austrian ski resort of Galtuer. 


is always going to be an ele- 
ment of risk in dealing with nature,” he 
said. “You can never be 100 percent 
safe.” 


DEAL: Olivetti Races to Add Funds for Heftier Telecom Italia Bid 


Continued from Page 1 

chance of success. The deal would turn 
Olivetti into one of foe 10 largest tele- 
phone companies in the world just three 
years after entering the business. 

Olivetti's board also was expected to 
approve the sale of its fixed-phone op- 
erator. Infos irada. and its mobile-phone 
unit. Omnitel Pronto Italia, to Mannes- 
mann AG of Germany. That move 
would raise about S8.5 bullion. 

Meanwhile, Franco Bemabe. the 
chief executive of Telecom, mounted a 
blistering attack on the Olivetti bid, say- 
ing in an interview that it reminded him 
of “the worst of I980s-style Wall Street 
asset stripping." 

“The danger here, 1 * Mr. Bemabe said 
m on interview, “is that if the Olivetti 
bid were to succeed, it would result in foe 


breakup of Telecom and would destroy 
value in both our mobile and fixed-line 
businesses and above all it would de- 
stroy shareholder value.'* 

He added that he bad told trade unions 
Wednesday that if Olivetti succeeded, it 
would probably fire 35,000 of Telecom's 
work force of 130,000. 

Mr. Bemabe also warned that since 
Olivetti's merchant bank advisers were 
rounding up major Italian banks to 
provide more loans for the takeover bid, 
“this bid could have a really negative 
impact on the Italian banking system." 

The Telecom chief, taking off his 
gloves, added that “foe folly of Olivetti's 
plan is that we would end up with a 
Telecom group loaded down with debt 
while Olivetti's own phone businesses, 
Omnitel and Infostrada. would end up in 
the hands of foe Germans/’ 


One of the reasons that Italian stock 
market regulators rejected Olivetti’s 
original offer was because it argued that 
it was conditional on the sale of those 
two units. 

Olivetti is racing against the clock 
because Telecom Italia's board is meet- 
ing Thursday and is expected to consider 
defensive moves such as a plan to merge 
frilly with its Telecom Italia Mobile sub- 
sidiary. 

That move would substantially in- 
crease the price of a takeover from about 
$58 billion to as much as $100 billion. 


China to Veto UN Force’s Stay 
In Taiwan-Friendly Macedonia 


The Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — China will 
use its veto to block an extension of a 
UN peacekeeping force’s stay in 
Macedonia because the former 
Yugoslav republic established diplo- 
matic lies with Taiwan, China's UN 
ambassador said Wednesday. 

The Security Council was expected 
to vote Thursday or Friday on foe 
resolution, wbicH calls for the 1,000- 
member force to stay in Macedonia for 
another six months. 

Robert Fowler of Canada, the coun- 
cil president, said council members 
were already considering alternative 
forces in foe country because of 
China's position. China will assume 
the presidency of the Security Council 
on March I. 

China’s UN ambassador, Qin 
Huasun, said after die draft resolution 
was proposed that Beijing consistently 
had opposed the extension of foe force 
because it did not consider the situation 
in Macedonia to represent a threat to 
international peace. Despite its reser- 
vations and concerns that the money 
could be better used elsewhere. Beijing 


had voted in favor of the force because 
Macedonia had requested it, he said. 

“Now, as is known to all, the situ- 
ation has changed," Mr. Qin said. “So 
China no longer finds it necessary to 
allow for the request of Macedonia." 

The force, he said, has completed its 
mandate and should be concluded. 
“When we have foe meeting to adopt 
foe resolution, we shall vote against 
the resolution," he said. 

China has only used its veto power 
four times before, most recently in 
1997 when it voted against sending a 
UN mission to Guatemala. Beijing 
was incensed that the Central Amer- 
ican country had invited a Taiwanese 
delegation to attend a ceremony mark , 
ing the treaty that ended its civil war. 

China severed ties with Macedonia 
afterit established diplomaficrelatiocs 
last month with Taiwan, which Beijing 
considers part of its territory with no 
right to its own international relations. 
It severs ties with any country that 
recognizes Taiwan as a nation. 

Taiwan has diplomatic relations 
with just 28 countries, most of them 
poor, small nations in lutin America. 


According to one adviser to Olivetti, 
this could prove too high a price for foe 
bidder. 

Such a transaction “would put the 
price tag in the stratosphere," said a 
senior banker close to Olivetti. 

Mr. Bemabe was himself reprim- 
anded by stock market regulators Wed- 
nesday for telling The Wall Street Jour- 
nal/Europe that Telecom planned a mer- 
ger with the mobile phone subsidiary as 
part of his defensive strategy. 

The Telecom chief denied Wednes- 
day having made such statements and 
said he did not wish to reveal whether he 
would propose the merger Thursday, but 
insiders said the move was highly 
likely. 

“The idea of putting together our 
mobile and fixed-line telephone busi- 
nesses is one I have argued for inside our 
board of directors on many occasions,” 
Mr. Bemabe said. 

Mr. Bemabe said foe Thursday board 
meeting “will trot aim at launching a 
poison pill against Olivetti but will ac- 
celerate plans and strategies that will 
demonstrate to shareholders the real 
value of onr company,” 

Italian law prevents companies sub- 
ject to valid takeover oBfersnom talcing 
defensive steps such as making acqui- 
sitions to bolster their value. 

In another development Wednesday, 
Deputy Prime Minister Sergio Mat- 
tarella said that regulators had opened an 
inquiry into high volumes of shares 
traded in the past few days to see wheth- 
er there had Seen a case of insider trad- 
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meat of production are not acceptable in 
an international context 

• The world has changed since foe 
CAP was introduced in 1962. People are 
more interested in food safety and qual- guaranteed price 
ity than the guarantee of supplies. Con- their products by 
sumers pay twice — once through taxes 
to pay for farm support and then through 
high food prices. This gives foe policy a 
bad image and endangers its legitim- 
acy. 

• The policy is bad for the envir- 
onment By rewarding productivity, it 
has led to intensive fanning and pol- 
lution. A system of direct income sup- 
port would enable farmers to become 
custodians of the landscape and restore 
rural amenities. 

• Massive support for foe 7 million 
European farmers, who have jobs and 
considerable assets, is bard to explain 
while more than 10 percent of the EU’s 
work force, or about 18 million people, 
have no jobs. Should farmers be rewar- 
ded far producing surpluses when hun- . 
dreds of thousands of steelworkers, Coal 
miners and other victims of post-indus- 
trialism have been thrown out of work? 

• The CAP is excessively skewed tor 
ward certain countries, such as France, 
which cultivates a rural myth but which 


is in fact more urbanized than Germany, 
and penalizes others, like Germany, 
which bears a disproportionate burden 
of the EU budget 

Franz Fischler, the EU commissioner 
for agriculture, has proposed cutting the 
teed prices that farmers get for 
as much as 30 percent 
to enable the EU to export more com- 
modities without subsidies. The Euro- 
pean Commission rejects farmers’ ar- 
guments that they would be worse off 
under the proposed change. 

More man half of Europe’s farmers 
are more than 55 years old. Many have 
no heirs, and the farm population is in 
steady decline. Since the proposal is to 
peg farm spending at its present level, 
rather than to reduce it, there will be 
more scope for helping fanners with 
direct aid. 

“It is quite clear,” Mr. Fischler said, 
“foot foe stains quo is going to take us in 
one direction only: that is food moun- 
tains, lower quotas, falling farm incomes 
arid rural depopulation. 

The commission, the EU’s executive 
body, argues that by paying farmers for 
what they do, including improvement of 
the environment, rather than for what 
they produce, aid would be spread more 
fairly and a steady rural depopulation 
would be reversed. 


When foe CAP got under way in 1 962, J 
there were twice as many farmers in six 
countries as there now are in 15. Open- 
ended production support led to notori- 
ous “mountains” of beef and butter and 
“lakes” of milk and wine that were too 
expensive to sell on world markets with- 
out further export subsidies. 

In 1992, the EU carried out its first 
substantial reform of foe policy by re- 
ducing subsidies, imposing quotas and 
paying farmers to cake part of their land 
out of production altogether. Farmers 
received compensation payments far 
loss of income. 

By paying for something in constant 
decline — people — rather than some- 
thing in constant au gment a tion — pro- 
duction — foe EU was for the first tune 
able to get a grip on farm spending. 

The commission argues mat the 1992 
reform was a success that now needs to 
be extended much further. Utis inev- j 
itably means that there will be winners 
and losers, and countries are engaged in 
a struggle to maximize their gains and 
minimize their losses. 

The hope is that the reform can be 
sealed at a summit conference in Berlin in 
March. Heads of state and government 
will meet near Bonn on Friday to review 


TREATY: Attempts to Forge Worldwide Biotech Treaty Wither 


“k 


le said regulators mounted an in- 
vestigation Friday, when Olivetti shares 
surged as rumors spread of foe imminent 
takeover bid. 
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signed to allow countries to reduce foe 
ecological risks from introducing ge- 
netically altered plants, animals and mi- 
cro-organisms into foe environment 

Some scientists worry, for instance, 
that if a plant were given genes allowing 
it to produce its own pesticide or to 
produce a human pharmaceutical, in- 
sects and soil micro-organisms could be 
exposed to such chemicals, with un- 
known results. Some worry that a gene 
conferring insect resistance or drought 
tolerance on a crop could spread to 
weedy relatives of that crop through 
cross pollination, creating super weeds. 

The United States has often taken a 
stance different from modi of foe rest of 
foe world on trade and environmental 
matters. It has not ratified the Convention 
on Biological Diversity reached at foe 
Earth Summit in Rio de Janexio in 1992 
because some senators fear that Amer- 
ican interests would be jeopardized. The 
current talks cm the Biosafety Protocol are 
an outgrowth of tire biodiversity treaty. 

The main sticking point in foe 
biosafety negotiations was whether foe 
requirement for advance approval by foe 
importing nation should apply to ge- 
netically altered agricultural commod- 
ities meant for eating or processing, as 


opposed to planting. Washington and its 
allies argued that such a requirement 
would entangle the world’s food trade in 
red tape. The United States expats more 
than $50 billion a year of com, wheat, 
soy beans and other agricultural com- 
modities. And increasing percentages of 
foe crops grown in foe United States are 
genetically engineered. 

Developing nations and the European 
Union argued that commodities should 
be included because they have seeds that 
can be planted. Also, there is much more 
concent in these countries than in foe 
United States about possible health ef- 
fects from eating genetically modified 
food. 

Another point of dispute that could 
not be resolved was that Washington 
wanted World Trade Organization rules 
to take precedence over the Biosafety 
Protocol, to prevent other nations from 
using biosafety as an excuse to erect 
trade bamers. The developing nations 
and Europe wanted the biosafety pro- 
tocol to be equal to or take precedence 
over WTO rules. 

T he United States in one sense was in a 
strong negotiating position because it did 
not want a treaty as badly as the de- 
veloping nations, arid therefore had less 
reason to compromise. Indeed, Wash- 
ington bad opposed, starting the biosafety 


negotiations three years ago, and many 
people at this meeting thought its real 
intention was to torpedo the treaty. ! 

"The last two years of negotiatiop 
have been a constant attempt to delay, 
not negotiate, block,” said Chee Yo& 
ling of the Third World Network, ja 
Malaysia-based group working on en- 
virormren&l and development issues. ! 

Still, foe United States,, could have 
been isolated by the others since it is not 
a party to the biodiversity convention 
Bat it strengthened its band by ali gning 
with Canada, Australia, Argentina, 
Chile and Uruguay. ! 

‘■‘We were just too important, too big 
and maybe .too thoughtful to be ig- 
nored,’ ’ said Mr. Pomerance, the Amer- 
ican negotiator. j 

He said Washington did rnaic^ com- 
promises. But he added, “There waije 
two compromises we were not prepared 
to make. One is to tie up trade m dfe 
world s food supply. The second is *“ 
allow this regime, without a lot of 
liberation, to undermine die WTO 
ing regime.” 

Both the U.S. government and fop 
biotechnology industry would have 
something to gain from a treaty, were it 
not too onerous. A treaty could have 
helped assuage public fears about bid- 
technology. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Castro, Seeing Ruse by U.S., 
Revives Cold War Rhetoric 


By Serge F. Kovaleski 

New York Tima Service 


. HAVANA — President Kdd Castro has 
.escalated pQlitieal attacks against the United 


a I^«x seen here shiee the Cnban Air Force 

Mot down two civilian planes flown by anti- 

- Castro activists from Miami three years ago. 

The graying Cuban leader contends that die 

- Clinton administration’s decision last mnnth 

■■> *?. e * fc th e U.S. economic embargo against 
‘ Communist-ruled country is a ploy ninwi 

f '^tcondnuing efforts to undermine his 40-year 


■.grip on power. 

Reviving the ideologically charged rhetoric 
, of the Cold War. Mr. Castro recently con- 
r-vened a special session of die National As- 
- sembly to consider harsh new penalties for 
dissidents, especially those seen as synapa- 
' tbetic to U.S. policies, 
i The Assembly’s unanimous approval of the 
‘ mea sures this month has sparked concern 

■ among foreign diplomats and human rights 
workers that Mr. Castro may be ushering in an 

of greater repression in this Caribbean 
* island nation of 1 1 miHion people. 

Already, some Americans visiting Cuba — 
, some in violation of U.S. law, some with 
special permission from the Stare Depar tment 
— say that Cubans have been reluctant to 
-nte« with them. Bnt some indep endent Cnh»n 

■ .journalists have continued to im the wrath of 
..officials here by speaking on the U.S. gov- 
ernment’s Radio Marti, which is opposed to 

L ythe Castro rule. 

Several top Communist Party officials have 
•^a ttac k e d Washington for refusing to lift com- 
-pletely the economic sanctions it imposed on 
? Cuba 38 years ago. 

The official party newspaper, Granina, has 
-.named front-page stories attacking U.S. 
.-policies, saying in one article that the laws 
‘ .recently passed here are “a matter of refusing 
• Jo allow the U.S. government to carry out its 
death sentence on the Cuban revolution. ” 

•. Meanwhile, on die economic front, Cuba 
Lsaid it would cut the bulk of its telephone links 
with the United States at midnight Wednes- 
day if it did not receive overdue U.S. tele- 
; phone service payments. 

Several U.S. phone companies are with- 
holding the payments, awaiting the outcome of 

Florida court case involving efforts to seize 

■ Cuban assets in the United States by the rela- 
tives of the four Cuban Americans killed when 

i their small planes were shot down off Havana 
;-in 1996. 

£ ■ The latest anti-American backlash began 

X'k Jan. 5, when President Bill Clinton announced 
the would further relax restrictions on U.S. 
-.trade and commerce in Cuba under a policy 


that aims to encourage activities by Cuban 
charities affiliated with nongovernmental or- 
ganizations while ehe mn v epting the Chilean 
government. 

The measures would include mcreasing di- 
rect charter flights to the island, resumption of 
direct mail service, authorization for any U.S. 
dtizentosendnptoSl^OOayeartorecipients 
in Cuba — a right now reserved for relatives 
— andpenpission few U.S. companies to sell 
food, fertilizer and fpnn equipment to in- ( 
dependent fanners and private restaurants. 

Although many Cubans have welcomed 
Mr. Clinton’s gesture, Mr. Castro was in- 
furiated, calling it a “fraud” that did nothing 
to ease the sanctions while enhancing U.S. 
ability to exert influence within Cuba. 

“They have sought to deceive the world, 
saying they relaxed the blockade. Incred- 
ible!” he declared in a speech tins month. 

Last month, the state-run newspaper Tha- 
bajadores said the embargo cost Cuba $800 
million in 1998 — and more than $60 bObon 
since it was iz&posed after Mr. Castro declared 
Cuba a Maixist-Leninist state in 1961 — as a 
consequence of extra shipping costs, tougher 
credit conditions, higher import prices and 
lower export revenues, among other things. 

Cuban officials characterized the easing of 
the blockade as a public relations stunt in- 
tended to soothe opposition to the sanctions 
within the international community and U.S. 
foreign policy circles. 

They also said they were dismayed that m 
approving the new steps. President Clinton 
had rejected a proposal from two dozen sen- 
ators ofbotb parties to establish acomnrissioa 
to review all aspects of U.S. policy toward 
Cuba, including tiie embargo. . 

Havana has not suggested it wxD reject the 
steps proposed by Mir. Cfinton but has said it 
will study the particulars before making any 
deci si o n s. 

U.S. officials defended th p latest easing, t fre 
second such move in less than a year, as a 
humanitarian decision designed to help the 
people of tins impoverished nation, which 


people of tins impoverished nation 
daily faces food and other shortages. 
*' ’Most people would consider Stem 


* ’Most people would consider the measures 
a nice gesture, not something awful,” a senior 


State Department official said. “It is super- 
retro to think that tiie Uni ted States is frying to 


retro to think that the United States is trying to 
create independent spheres in Cuba to over- 
throw the government. We are trying to bu3d 
a civil society to pave the way for an orderly 
transition.” 

The official said the Clinton administration 
had decided a gainst the special bipartisan 
commission because it would have been a 
very time-consuming endeavor, adding that 
adopting die current steps was considered 
more productive. ! 


Sarah Kane, 28, Playwright 
With Nihilistic Themes, Dies 


By Warren Hoge 

New YorkTimes Service 


LONDON — Sarah Kane, 
28, a provocative playwright 
“whose bleak view of the Km- 
Italians ofhnman relationships 
and graphic dramatizations of 
violence and sex earned her a 
reputation as an enfant terrible 
..of the British theater, died Sat- 


1956 success with John Os- 
borne’s ground breaking 
“Look Back in Anger,” 
stuck by Ms. Kane and staged 
two of the three other plays 
she was to write in her short 
high-profile career. 

One of them, “Cleansed” 
last May, brought forth a 
fresh cascade of negative 
comment on violent scenes. 


urday in London. 

- She was found hanged in 
Lher room at King’s College 
-Hospital where she was re- 
peatedly being treated for de- 
pression. The police said they 
: were treating the case as a 
.suicide. 

Ms. Kane exploded onto 
!the London theater scene at 
. the age of 23 with her ni- 
hilistic first play, “Blasted,” 
in a precocious debut that 

■ shocked critics and brought 
her a flood of denunciations 
in the tabloids as a promoter 
of depravity. 

The play depicted a ram- 
Ipaging soldier raping another 
, -man and then gouging out his 
£> eyes, eating ms tongue and 

■ forcing him to cannibalize a 
.dead baby. 

* No play or playwright had 
caused such outrage since Ed- 
ward Bond had an infant ba- 
ling stoned to death hi a baby 
. carriage in his play “Saved” 
■30 years earlier on the same 

■ Royal Court stage. 

The theater, which has had 
a policy of presenting betid 
“hew playwrights since its 


Walter Lini, 57 

New York Time* Service 

NEW YORK — The Rev- 
erend Walter Lini, 57, an An- 
glican priest who led the 83 
Melanesian islands of 
Vanuatu and their 172,000 
people to nationhood, died 
Sunday. The former prime 
minister governed the coun- 
try for 11 years before he 
stepped down in 1991. 

Mr. Lini was bom on 
Pentecost, one of the larger of 
what were then the New 
Hebrides, a Y-shaped cluster 
of islands administered jointly 
by Britain and France. 

He had studied for the min- 
istty in New Zealand and was 
serving as a priest and as lead- 
er of the New Hebrides Na- 
tional Party when the colonial 
rulers announced plans to 
withdraw by 1980. 

Because his party domina- 
ted the colonial Parliament, 
Mr. Uni was poised to be- 
come prime minister. But a 
month before independence, 
a French-speaking planter 
named Jimmy Stevens led 


600 bowmen to take control 
of the island of Espiritu 
Santo. Supported by some lo- 
cal French-speakers, Mr. 
Stevens wanted to withdraw 
tiie island from the about-to- 
be-proclaimed nation of 
Vanuatu, which means “Our 
Eternal Land.” 

Mr. Lini sought aid from 
Britain, which, over tire oh 1 
jections of France, reluctantly 
sort 200 marines, who served 
as peacekeepers on Espiritu 
Santo long enough for the in- 
dependence ceremonies to 
proceed cm schedule. 

Gene Siskel, 53, Critic 

New York Tam Service 
Gene Siskel, 53, the taller 
half of the popular Siskel & 
Ebert team of dueling movie 
reviewers, died Saturday at a 
hospital near his home in 
Chicago, two weeks after 
leaving the long-naming syn- 
dicated television program 
fix further recuperation from 
brain surgery last May. 


Roger Ebert, had made their 
signature thumbs up — or 
down — verdicts a powerful 
influence over a movie’s suc- 
cess or failure. 

Mr. Siskel, the movie re- 
viewer for The Chicago 
Tribune, and Mr. Ebert, the 
critic for The Chicago Sun- 
Txmes, teamed up for a local 
public television program, 
“Opening Soon at a Theater 
Near You.” 


BRIEFLY 


hraeli-Lebanon Clash 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon — Israeli war- 
planes attarkrri gnenflla infiltrators Wed- 
nesday near the Lebanese-Israeli border 
after a gun battle between thc guerrillas and 
Israeli-alhed militia, security officials said. 

There was im word on casualties from the 

air strike or from the rocket, mortar and 
artillery exchanges. There was no imme- 
diate comment from Israel on the fighting. 

The action came a day after three officers 
of an Israeli command o unit were killed and 
five wounded in a Hezbollah guerrilla am- 
bush in southern Lebanon. . (AP) 


" There is very intense fighting all along 
the Mereb-Setit front,” the Eritrean gov- 
ernment spokesman, Yennane 
Gebremeskel, said Wednesday in Asmara. 

Initial fighting on two other fronts east of 
Badme died down by Wednesday, leaving 
Badme die only focus of the conflict, ac- 
cording to Mr. Yennane. (Reuters) 


Brazil May Lift Ban 


Eritrea Reports Attacks 


T.+ *' 


ASMARA, Eritrea — Eritrea said fight- 
ing with Ethiopian forces xaged far a thi rd 
day Wednesday at disputed border territory 
around Badme. . . 

Ethiopia launched a ground offensive 
Tuesday along the Mereb-Seot front near 
Badme in an attempt to recapture land oc- 
cupied by Eritrea in May. The thrust was 
preceded by a daylong artillery barrage and 
backed by Ethiopian planes. 


BRASILIA — MarrioLacerda,whobas 
atari over as president of the Brazilian 
government's Indian Foundation, has pro- 
posed lifting bans on logging and mining os 
Indian reservations so mat Indiana c ould 
derive revenue from these activities. 

Mr. Lacerda, a forma senator and state 
deputy governor, was chosen to head the 
foundation, known as HJNAI, after foe 
death of the organization’s president, Sul- 
livan Silvestre, in a plane crash earlier this 
mouth. 

“Outright bans have resulted in Smug- 
gling and illegal mining,’’ he was quoted as 
saying in O Estado de Sao Paulo. “Done 
with guidance and assistance, the extraction 
of mahog any and mining can be a source of 
revenue for this population.” (Reuters) 
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Carry fhe GD70, and you'll be in touch across Europe. Its GSM 900 and 1800MHz 
dual band network capability gives you increased cal! coverage, higher call success 
rate and improved call quality. And as GSM rapidly becomes the global mobile 
phone standard, you will be able to use the GD70 in an increasing number of Asian, 
African and Oceanian countries. 

Panasonic is a leading innovator in the GSM field. We were the first in the industry to 
.offer such exciting features as voice memo, and are renowned for our user-friendly silent 
vibration alert and trendsetting styling. Continuing in this tradition, we've built a sensitive . 
microphone and powerful speaker into the GD70, making it the only mobile phone in the 
world that allows fell duplex handsfree conference calls. It even has an optional software 
modem faqtrty so that you can use it with your laptop to send or receive faxes, Q 3 " 

check email, or surf the Internet. Panason ic— phones with o future, dualband P)) 


Matsushita Electric 


SHUlt 

U.- 24. 3.1999 




www.matsushito-europe.com 


MlStwdia 
MM StaJMt 






PACE 6 


INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, THURSDAY FEBRUARY 25, 1999 

INTERNATIONAL 


** 


■.-..••W •**•%** 




In Germany, an Asylum Seeker Fell Into Limbo, Then Into Death 
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By Roger Cohen 

New York Tunes Service 


GUBEN, Germany — Fresh while 
paint has been applied where Nazi 
swastikas were daubed, and where the 
young Algerian immigrant lay and bled 
to death, carnations, tulips and irises are 
shewn. 

" For Farid Guendoul. 2S, the end came 
suddenly in this depressed East German 
town. Here the hopes of a studious 
vbung man in flight from the Algerian 
bloodbath met the racist violence 
spawned by Germany’s uneasy unifi- 
cation of a capitalist West and a formerly 
communist East. 

The evening began innocently for Mr. 
Guendoul at the Dance Club. Then a 
gfoup of neo-Nazi skinheads arrived. An 
altercation. Frantic flight. An attempt to 
plunge through the glass door of an apart- 
ment building as his pursuers screamed 
"AuslaendeT raus!" (“Foreigners 
Out!”) A severed artery in his knee. 

' “He bled to death in 15 minutes,” 
said Petra Hertwig, a spokeswoman for 
the state prosecutor’s office in the 
nearby town of Cottbus. Four neo-Nazi 
youths have been arrested on charges of 
manslaughter and breach of the peace. 

. The image of a young Algerian houn- 
ded to his death Feb. 13 by racists hurl- 
ing abuse has shocked Germany, stirring 
ministers to appeal for “civic courage” 
to fight xenophobia and prompting re- 
newed questioning about the country’s 
immigration policy. Yet, in its way, this 
was a predictable death. 


The state of Brandenburg, surround- 
ing Berlin, has become home to a par- 
ticularly noxious form of racism. As in 
most of the former East Germany, un- 
employment is high, disappointment 
with a decade of “capitalism” rampant, 
closed habits of mind still widespread 
and anger simmering. Last year, 93 rac- 
ist attacks were recorded there, includ- 


in ^several that led to severe injury. 


s the situation in the western part 
of Germany is far less tense, the prob- 
lems of Brandenburg underscore the dif- 
ficulties Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder 
has faced in trying to push through new 
laws that would make it easier for many 
of Germany’s seven million foreigners 
to become German citizens. 


In Guben, where Mr. Guendoul ar- 
rived 18 months ago to seek asylum, the 
large textile factory of the communist 
era has closed. The hat factory limps 
along. The chemical plant uses a tenth of 
the labor force of a decade ago. 

Of its 10,000 industrial jobs in 1989. 
2,000 are left today and the unemploy- 
ment rate has reached 23 percent. More 
than 6,000 people have departed. That 
leaves a population of 27,000 in this 
town, where the hopes kindled by the fall 
of the Berlin Wall have turned to ashes. 

“A lot of people expected a different 
kind of development, and they are dis- 
appointed,” said Gottfried H a m , the 
mayor. “There is a general feeling of 
being besieged by competition, and that 


can lead to resentment of for eigner s. 
Among young people, die search for iden- 
tity gives rise to these rightist gangs.” 
The town is particularly tense because 
it lies on the Polish border. Many of the 
more than 100,000 asylum seekers who 


years 
is not 


pour info Germany every year cross that 
bonier 


BRIEFLY 


Ukrainian Ex-Leader 


Seeks Asylum in US. 


., KIEV — Ukraine's fugitive former 
prime minister, Pavlo Lazarenko, is 
seeking political asylum in the United 
States, where he was detained over the 
weekend, his party said Wednesday. 

Mr. Lazarenko faces charges of large- 
scale corruption in Ukraine. He was de- 
tained over the weekend by U.S. im- 
migration authorities in New York. 

The U.S. Immigration and Natural- 
ization Service says the detention had 
nothing to do with the corruption 
charges but was linked to Mr. Lazar- 
enko's having improper documents. It 
said he could be forced to leave the 
.United States. (AP) 


Swiss Halt Lawsuit 
Against Bank Critic 



OjWnt 


BERN — The Swiss government hhs 

ruled ont f uu l ia a c t i o n in - a - la ws uit -- .: — 

against a lawmaker who criticized 
country's role in World War 
Justice Ministry said Wednesday. 

Last August, a group of 21 Swiss 


BRITAIN CONFRONTS RACISM — A memorial marks the Lon- 
don bus stop where Stephen Lawrence, a black teenager, was 
murdered in 1993. An overhaul of race laws was ordered Wednesday 
after a report criticized the police force’s handling of the murder. 
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and the nearby Czech border 
seeking to benefit from Europe’s most 
liberal asylum laws. 

Mae titan 250 are lodged in the two 
centers for asylum seekers in the Guben 
area, low-slung prefabricated homes 
surrounded by bazbed-wire fences. The 
rooms are adorned with pin-ups, tele- 
visions blare constantly, and the air is 
heavy with the pall of boredom, stale 
food and unwashed clothes. 

This is a peculiarly German labyrinth, 
formed by an uneasy combination of a 
still-liberal attitude toward asylum 
seekers rooted in memories of what 
political persecution can mean and a 
growing bureaucratic wariness drives 
by the pressure of foreigners on an ailing 
economy. Mr. Guendoul walked into it, 
never to emerge. 

IJlcfe man y others, Mr. Guendoul was 
rejected for asylum last year. What can 
be a very long period of limbo began. 
Appeals are permitted, but they can take 


^ flic foreigner 

to work or to attend a 

university, or indeed do anything but 
wait. 

Mr. Guendoul waited. He was by no 
mpafwt fllmw At the renter , there SIC 
childr en who were bom there and who 
are already in school. Some asylum 
seekers have been here mare than seven 
years. Everyone receives food, lodging, 
free wretiical care, about 400 Deutsche 
marks ($220) a month in c ash and 
coupons valid in local stores, and 500 
DM a year for clothing. 

Although tiie number of committed 
neo-Nazis, the kind who drove Mr. 
Guendoul to his fteatii, appears to be 
small j racism seems deep-rooted in 
towns like Guben. 

The part of Germany was an 


from 1945 to the fall of tfceBcrim WalL It 
was under one form or another of dic- 
tatorship for 56 years — from Hiller’s rise 
to power in 1933 until 1989. Anger at 

disorienting, and generally disappointing, 
change has embittered ^ nirofa that were 


"Remember, the East German Com- 
munists thought of themselves as the 
best Communists.” Barbara John, 


Berlin's commissioner for foreigners. 
“There was a strong thread of nation- 
alism. And there was no openness to 
foreigners because there were hardly 
any. 

«‘AJ 1 this, with the steep economic 
decline that has followed, creates, a dan- 
gerous brew.” 

■ Opposition Goes on Offensive 

Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder defen- 
ded himself Wednesday against oppo- 
sition charges of incompetence after his 
government backtracked on a se cond 
major project, the reform of Germany’s 
1913 citizenship law. The Associated 

Press reported farm Bonn. 

During a debate in Parliament, op- 
position leaders accused the government 
of a rr ogance and a lack of direction op 
everything from taxes to foreign poli- 
cy. 

Only boms earlier, the government 
bowed to the opposition and dropped 
plans to offer dual nationality to foreign 
residents as a way to better integrate 
them into society. 

Mr. Schroeder defended his record in 
an unusually combative speech, al- 
though be conceded there had been 
“some justified criticism.” 
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Kosovar Rebel Upset Western Strategy 


By R. Jeffrey Smith 

Washington Post Service 


BELGRADE — After 18 days of ne- 
gotiations, it was Hashim Thaci, a 29- 
year-old guerrilla leader at the helm of 
the ethnic Albanian negotiating team in 
Rambouillet, France, who surprised 
Western diplomats by refusing to give 
his unconditional approval to the accord 
— to end the conflict with 
NEWS Yugoslavia. 
ANALYSIS J The result has bey to 

defer by at least three 


1 & Paris Seeks End to Blood Trial 


conservatives filed the lawsuit against PtOSCCUtlOn Seeks A&pJZttols in AIDS ConttUnUUXtWJl CoSB 
Jean Ziegler, alleging he spread “in- 
accurate and biased information” in his . Ktum 

PARIS — A state prosecutor asked a 


in 
his 

book “Switzerland, Gold and the 
Dead,” and that this endangered na- 
tional security. 

Wednesday’s decision implied no 
judgment on the substance of the al- 
legations against Mr. Ziegler's book, the 
ministry said. (AP) 


Berlin March Honors 
Kurds Shot by Israelis 


BERLIN — Thousands of demon- 
strators marched through Berlin on 
Wednesday to honor three Kurds shot by 
Israeli Consulate guards a week ago 
during protests over the capture of the 
Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan. 

About 6,000 people followed two 
hearses decorated with flowers and car- 
rying the coffins of Sema Alp. 1 8, Ahmet 
Aca c. 24. and Mustafa Kurt, 29. (AP) 


court Wednesday to clear former Prime 
Minister Laurent Fabius and two framer 
government ministers of charges of 
manslaughter in a trial over a scandal of 
AIDS-tainted blood. 

Jean-Francois Burgelin, the prosecu- 
tor, said the two-week-old trial in a spe- 
cial court had failed to produce evidence 
that die former officials had committed a 
crime. 

“I do not think that the case deserves 
sentencing by your high jurisdiction; my 
conclusions are therefore leaning to- 
wards acquittal,” he told the Court of 


Justice of the Republic comprising par- 
liamentarians ana professional judges. 


Mr. Fabius, who was France’s young- 
est prune minister when in office from 
1984 to 1986; Edmond Herve, secretary 
of state for health in Mr. Fabius’s gov- 
ernment, and Georgina Dufoix, who was 
minister of social affairs, face up to five 
years in jail if convicted of negligence 
and delaying screening of blood donors 
for the HIV virus in 1984-85. 

Mr. Fabius, 52. a Socialist who is now 
speaker of the lower house ofParliament, 
has denied accusations of complicity in 
keeping the blood screening test de- 
veloped by the U.S. diugmaker Abbott 
Laboratories off the French market while 
France's own Pasteur Institute completed 
development of its own rival product 
The framer ministers told the court. 


Victims' groups say that at least 3,600 specially set up to try them, that they did 
people were infected with the HTV virus their best to deal with the budding epi- 


through tainted-blood transfusions dur- demic in the mid-1980s and history had 
ing surgery mid blood-derived products been rewritten to blame them for the 
that hemophiliacs use to control bleed- deadly infections. They argued they did 
ing. They say at least 1,000 have died, not realize the extent of the AIDS threat. 


weeks a Western plan to gain the ethnic 
Albanians’ approval and use it as a lever 
to pressure the Belgrade government 
and its Serbian counterpart into also 
saying yes — a strategy that would be 
backed up by the threat of NATO air 
strikes. 

A senior U.S. official warned that as a 
result of the resistance shown by the 
ethnic Albanians, “the Serbs will be 
much, much tougher.” He added: “It's 
goofy. We expected them to be the focal 
point of international pressure, not the 
ethnic Albanians .” 

The U.S. ambassador to Macedonia, 
Christopher Hill, the chief U.S. Kosovo 
mediator, noted that some of the 16- 

me mber ftfbnir Albanian delegatio n had 

objected to the absence of a guaranteed 
referendum in three years to determine 
Kosovo’s political status. 

Such a vote would almost certainly be 
overwhelmingly in favor of indepen- 
dence fra the province and its e thnic 
Albanian majority. But Mr. Hill said the 
principal sticking point was the rebels’ 
wariness about submitting to disarm- 
ament by North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nization peacekeepers. 

Mr. Hill said mat Mr. Thaci “kept 
getting calls from the field saying this 
was a bad deal — that by not accepting 
this, they could keep the war going and 
eventually NATO would be forced to 
intervene anyway. ’ ’ 

“ But I kept saying,” Mr. Hill said, 
“you cannot have NATO without a 
political settlement” 

A senior U.S. official said die plan 
“was to get the ethnic Albanians to 
accept a comprehensive agreement” in 
return for deployment of NATO troops 
in Kosovo. “Rambouillet was supposed 
to be aboat putting die screws to Bel- 
grade. But it went off the rails because of 
the miscalculation we made about the 
Albanians.” 

It was an error made not only by 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, 


who spent the final three days at the 
talks, bat by scores of other top Western 
diplomats. 

The outcome let die air out of 
NATO’s th rea t s of an hwmment air 
strike against a recalcitrant government 
in Belgrade, and many Yugoslav ana- 
lysts saw it as at least a short-term tri- 
umph for Mr. Milosevic’s stand-pat ne- 
gotiating tactic. 

U.S. officials assigned part of the 
blame far the failure to achieve a final 
settlement to Adem Demaci, the Kosovo 
Liberation Army’s political representa- 
tive, who refused to attend me talks. 
After first advising his colleagues in. the 
rebel army against taking part in the 


KOSOVO: Rebels Split on Peace Accord 


Continued from Page 1 


They were expected back Wednesday, 
but the Yugoslav government threatened 
to block their passage through the Pristina 
airport, as it (fid briefly when thty left far 
France. U.S. and French officials were 
later able to obtain a pro mis e from the 
government that hs troops would not 
threaten the rebel c ommande rs. 

' Ttie~chid^~ opponent of t heac Eo^TT 
"Adah Demaci, a Kosovo Tiberation 


Army political spokesman who initially 
opposed the negotiations and urged tire 
commanders who took part to reject the 
draft accord. 

While 37 members of die Liberation 
Army attended the talks, including five 
official delegates drawn from its top 
political leadership, Mr. Demaci was 
holding meetings in Kosovo with mil- 
itary commanders to persuade them that 
any deal was a mistake, according to 
sources here 

Mr. Demaci rnm plainfiri that attaining 
Kosovo’s independence was the only 
acceptable goal far any political set- 
tlement, and that the absence of a clear 
reference in die accord to a future ref- 
erendum in which Kosovo citizens could 
vote for independence meant the path to 
this goal was not ensured. 

He also emphasized that NATO 
troops could not be trusted to protect 
ethnic Albanians until independence 
was achieved, and insisted that provi- 
sions requiring the rebels to disarm 
would leave the population vulnerable. 

U.S. and other Western officials woe 


blindsided by Mr. Demaci’s campaign 

hadcon- 


against the treaty, because they ] 
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By Suzy Menkes 

International Herald Tribune 


L ONDON — The scene was arctic and 
apocalyptic, a snowy tundra pierced 
with stark winter trees. But the fig- 
ures walking across the glacial space 
or whirling in a “Swan Lake” ballet on ice 
exuded elegance and romance. With its mix of 
poetry, show m a n s hip and imagination, Al- 
exandra McQueen’s fall show electrified 
London Fashion Week — and confirmed him 
as a major international talent. 

Fra once, in this city of w hims ical British 
designers, everything came together: a spec- 


LONDON FASHION 



t MW Mmlhaa 

McQueen s stainless steel lacy skirt in its icy setting. 


tacular presentation, an original interpretation 
and inventive clothes. Mixing Icelandic 
sportswear elements like puffy parkas, ponchos 
or chunky knits with more nostalgic cutaway 
frock coats and long skirls, McQueen's took 
was the essence of modern luxury, both in its 
fine fabrics and tiny details, from flowered 
braiding throagh fur trimmings. 

The inspiration was Stanley Kubrick’s cult 
film of 1979, “The Shining,” with the stage 
setof snow (fake) and ice (real) surrounded by 
a Plexiglas cube that represented the hanntwH 
hotel of the movie. 

“It was the sense of ixnlaHn n and obscurity 
— and whether two people could survive in 
that hotel — it was me romantic side of the 
film,” McQueen said backstage, after the 
show received an ovation and brought tears 
from his mother, Joyce, and fr om N tooleFisc h - 
elis, fashion director of Saks Fifth Avenue. 

What makes fashion folk weep? It was the 
sense that the designer was giving die best of 
hi m sel f . McQueen has already established sig- 
nature pieces, like sleek jumpsuits, frock coats, 
jigsaw puzzles of leather and his infamous, 
low-slung “bmnpster” pants that flashed out 
during the all-white finale in a blizzard of snow 
flakes. Those looks were moved forward. 


loosened up and given a sporty spin, so that the 
cutaway coats came winter-wei gh t, ankle- 
length over pants; a simple leather top and 
long, wide skirt were printed with leaves, and 
the broderie angiaise of last season developed 
as perforated decoration on flann el. 

That was part of a decorative, romantic 
feeling that was played out in die delicate color 
palette of dusky pinks, grays and greens 
the chalky fronts of St. Petersburg mansions. 

McQueen, still only 29, seems to have 
absorbed so much, so quickly from working in 
Paris couture at Givenchy — above all the 
ability to make complicated cutting or elab- 
orate wcffkmanship appear simple and stream- 
lined. If black dresses with ballo onin g twisted 
skirts were over-elaborate, most of the show 
made the complex seem casual, from a suede 
dress with for peeping through the seams, 
through a hexagonally pieced leather coat or 
embroidered roses boned in shearling. 

Fra its lighthanded workmanship and in- 
tense imag ina t ion, this show was, for Mc- 
Queen, a shining moment 

What of London’s other young talents — 
mostly from the same art college background? 
Paradoxically it was Dai Rees, a self-taught 
designer of feathered accessories, who made 
an intriguing debut collection. Although his 
dresses, tailored asymmetrically on flat p lanes , 
were in the spirit of Japanese design, they were 
cleverly executed in very British tweeds. 

With sculptures in what looked like rat- 
chewed blanket felt or crinkled silver thermal 
fabrics, Deborah Milner’s collection was more 
art than clothing. A pantsuit with rap oda 
sleeves developed from this futuristic archi- 
tecture, but conceptual fashion is a tough selL 

With all the usual graduation show tricks, 
including a metal-cage face mask and & one* 
eye glass that made his mnrirfc look Wfo*- an 
Otto Dix pai n ti ng , Tristan Webber distracted 
from his talent That is fra inventive cutting: a 
leather skin with geometric markings, low- 
slung felted pants, leather dresses pierced 
with metal and coats with cape sleeves. 
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negotiations, Mr. Demaci met Friday 
morning in Slovenia with Mr. Thaci and 
encouraged him to take a hard-line t ack , 
U.S. officials said. “It was the man who 
wasn't there in France who blew it up,’ ’ 
one official said. 

But others close to the talks said the 
problem was larger. The Kosovo Lib- 
eration Army “is afraid of its future,” a 
European diplomat said. “Psychologic- 
ally, they haveproblems dissolving their 
o rganisatio n. This was die main obstacle 
to si gning them Up.” 

They did not get enough assurance 
that NATO “would not be directed 
against them” as well as against gov- 
ernment troops, the diplomat said. 
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chided that the rebel commanders’ de- 
cision to participate in the talks over Mr. 
Demaci’s objections meant that it was he 
who had been politically sidelined. 

After hearing Mr. Demaci’s a 
mratK various military commanders l 
phoned Rambouillet, France, where the 
talks were being held, to raise objections. 
These calls had a particular impact on 
Hashim Thaci, the rebel commander who 
led the ethnic Alb anian delegation. 

Mr. Thaci attempted to pressure other 
delegates to oppose tire deal, and raised 
objections up to the last few minutes of 
the talks, according to Western diplo- 
mats and ethnic Albanian sources. His 
efforts 'came asa surprise to Western 
diplomats, because Mr. Thaci ’s com- 
ments earlier in tfie talks had led them to 
conclude he was favorable to the ac- 
cord. 

Two other rebel leaders on the ethnic 
Albanian delegation suggested Wednes- 
day that they supported the deal. Rame 
Buja said of the consultation period that 
“this is the beginning of the successful 
end for solving the Kosovo issue. ’’An- 
other rebel lead e r, Jakup Krasniqi, told 
reporters in Rambouillet that “we did 
not come here with the illusion of in- 
dependence.” 

’‘There’s no question there is a split,” 
said the chief U.S. envoy, Christopher 
Hill. But he said he expected the group to 
try to paper over the dispute in coming 
weeks, and predicted they would con- 
clude that the accord enjoyed wide pub- 
lic support in Kosovo. “Everyone un- 
derstands that if they’re not with the 
Americans on this, they’re in real trou- 
ble,” he said. 
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An Icy Showcase for McQueen’s Shining Moment * 
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Former Aide 
To Anwar Says 
Accuser Was 
Offered Money 

The Associated Press 

KUALA LUMPUR — The fanner 
deputy prime minister of Malaysia, An- 

nrarTIwalilm i.. 1 1 - s ’ 


his own defense Wednesday by insisting 
that the charges against him were con- 

COCted to end his campai gn against MgR . 

level corruption in the government and 
corporate sector. 

My contention has consistently been 
that the allegations were malicious and 
scurrilous and must be rejected," Mr. 
Anwar said from the witness stand. 

Mr. Anwar, who was dismissed as 
deputy prime minister by his onetime 
mentor. Prime Minister Mahathir bin 
Mohamad, and arrested in September, is 
chi trial for four corruption counts. He 
still faces one more charge of corruption 
and live of illegal sex acts. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Anwar’s former 
security officer, Zull AznamHarun, test- 
ified that the prosecution’s key witness 
had confided in him that he was offered 
money to accuse Mr. Anwar of sod- 
omizing him repeatedly.' 

Mr. Zull said that Azizan Abu Bakar, 
Mr. Anwar’s former driver, had told him 
V, that he had never been sodomized by Mr. 

- ' Anwar. 

“He replied, ‘I was premised 


money,* " said Mr. Zull, am 


who served Mr. Anwar for a year. 

Judge Augustine Paul of the Hi gh 
Coart ruled Mr. ZulTs r emark irrelevant. 
Attorney General Mohtar Abdullah 
threatened to impeach Mr. Zull for mak- 
ing false statements. 

But Mr. Zull plowed on, testifying 
that shortly before Mr. Anwar’s trial 
started in November, he was called to 
attend a meeting where prosecutors were 
talking with their witnesses. 

Mr. ZuH’s remarks drew furious 
protests from the attorney general, who 

acrauavt him of malrfng ‘Snahmatiniisfoat 

are not relevant’’ The judge then ruled 
the rest of Mr. Zull’s testimony hearsay 
and barred the mess from reporting it 

Mr. Anwar has repeatedly tried to tell 
the court that be was a victim of a 
jp] conspiracy by top gov ernment officials 
- who Ire claimed used the police and the 
attorney general’s office to destroy his 
career. 

The corruption charges are linked to 
Mr. Anwar’s alleged use of his position 
as tire second-most-powerful official in 
Malaysia to obtain retractions from two 
people who had accused him of adultery 
and sodomy. 
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KmUo bhuflira Bno>ftaH 

Chee Soon Juan, right, who was sentenced to 12 days In prison, 
leaving the court Wednesday with his wife, Huang Chih MejL 

Singapore Court Bars 
Activist From Elections 


(M* ***** **»r 




Reuters 

SINGAPORE — A Singapore 
politician was sentenced Wednesday 
to 12 days in prison and haired from 
running for Parliament for five years 
after a court found him guilty of 
speaking in public without apermitfor 
a second time. 

- Tire politician. Ghee Soon Juan, 
chose a prison sentence in lien of 
paying a 2,500 Sihgapore-doDar 
($1,450) fine. Under Singapore law, a 
fore of more than 2,000 dollars bats 
the offender from running for election 
for five years. 

In his final argument, Mr. Chee, die 
leader of foe Singapore Democratic 
Party, told the court r T am not on trial 
for a crime. Iam in apolitical struggle. 
I have just spent a week in prison for 
standing up for my rights. . 

“Prison is oneplaceldo not want to 
have to s^into again,’’ he said. “It is 
demoralizing and it brutalizes one’s 
spirit. But iflhave to speiri time in jail 
to show that I believe that what I’m 
doing is good for my country, then 
consider it done.” 

Mr. Chee again was charged under 
foe Public Entertainments Act for de- 
livering a speech in public without 
obtaining a license. 

He served a one-week sentence this 


sen v. 


Seoul Offers a ‘Deal’ to the North 


CoatfOed byOf* S*fPrc*i n apm.kn 

SEOUL — President Kim Dae Jung 


resolving all o utstanding political, se- 
curity and economic issues with North 
Korea simultaneously in what he called a 
“package deaL” 

“It’s time to end the Cold War that 
has persisted for half a century on foe 
Korean Peninsula,’ ’ die president said at 
a news conference on tire eve of the first 
anniversary of his inauguration. “We 
must give tire North what we can give, 
and simultaneously, the North mast give 
us what it can give.’* 

North Korea would be asked to curb 
its development and deployment of mis- 
siles ana end a suspected nuclear 
weapons program. 

In exchange, Pyongyang would get 
food and economic aid, Washington 
wonld end trade sanctions, and along 
with Japan, would move to normalize 
ties with North Korea, Mr. Kim said. 

“The package (teal with North Korea 
consists of our side adring North Korea 
to cease producing weapons of mass 
destruction and become a responsible 
member of 'tire internation a l commu- 
nity,” he said. “At the same time it 
addresses tire issue of normalizing ties 


with Japan and the United States.’* 
Diplomats say a recent North Korean 
proposal to the South for government- 
level talks may be a si gn mat it is pre- 
paring to negotiate such a deal. 

Since taking office a year ago. Mr. 
Kim has poshed his new “sunshine 

*We must give die North 
what we can give, and the 
North must give us what 
it can give.’ 

policy” of cooperation and engagement 
with North Korea. He tried to allay U.S. 
congressional concern that his engage- 
ment policy will only embolden tire 
hard-line North, citing the success of tire 
U.S. policy of detente toward the former 
Soviet Union. 

“I don ’t have a 100 percent guarantee 
that thisjpolicy will succeed,” Mr. Kim 
said. “But this is certainly foe best 
policy we can think of at the moment. 
We must give North Korea incentives to 
accept our cooperation.” 

Economic assistance for North Korea, 
where an estimated 2 million people 


BRIEFLY 


month for a similar offense. 

Tn handing down the r ating, the dis- 
trict judge. Mavis Orionh, said Mr. 
Chee was well aware his actions were 
illegal after having been warned by a 
police officer and having already been 
(foamed with a similar offense earlier. 

“He acted in deliberate and willful 
disregard of tire law,” she said. 

Another SDP member, Wong Hong 
Toy, who was charged with assisting 
Mr. Ghee, was found guilty and handed 
a 2,400 dollar fine, or 12 days in jail in 
default Mr. Wong opted to go to jaiL 
Mr. Chee said he aid not apply fora 
license to speak because be knew one 
would not be given to him. He said, 

“It is without any sense of decency 
and respectability for the prosecution 
to sit mere and charge me for not 
applying for a permit when it knows 
full wdl that one will not be given.” 

Mr. Chee, whose party has no seats 

m Parliament, says democracy and free 

speech are stifled by the public speak- 
ing permit system be challenged. 

Tire government says lire pmnit law 
is a procedural matter necessary to 
maintain public order and does not 
substantively affect the right to free 
speech. It also says there are ample 
outlets for people in Singapore to ex- 
press their views. 
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Foreign Opium Users 
Pose Concern in Laos 

VIENTIANE, Laos — The represen- 
tative of the United Nations Drag Con- 
trol Program, Halvor Kolshus, raid he 
was concerned about reports of increas- 
ing numbers of backpacking foreign 
tourists visiting Laos to smoke opium. 

Mr. Kolshus said at anews conference 
Tuesday that he drought the quantity 
sold to foreigners, mostly Westerners in 
their 20s and 30s, was not large, but he 
was worried about the example being 
shown to I -antian youth. He urged the 
Laotian authorities to prosecute foreign- 
ers for buying or using illegal drags. 

Mr. Kolshus praised Laos’s efforts to 
eradicate its image as a haven for opium 
users. Laos is one of the weald’s largest 
producers of opium, part of the notorious 
Golden Triangle. (AP) 


Mr. Z on, wh o held the minister-level 
post of director of tire State Meteor- 
ological Bureau from 1982 to 1996, was 
slam Monday in Beijing, the report said. 


It gave no details. 

Mr. Zou, bom in 1929, was president 
of foe World Meteorological Organiza- 
tion from 1987 to 1995 and was an al- 
ternate menfoer of tire Cranmunist Par ty 
central committee from 1982 to 1992, 
Xinh ua said. (Rollers) 

One Killed in2dDay 
Of Bangladesh Strike 

DHAKA — One man was kilted and at 
least 50 were injured in sporadic clashes 
Wednesday, foe second day of an op- 
position-led nationwide strike in Ban- 
gladesh. 

Saifar Rahman, 25, died in ablast after 
rival activists tossed a Molotov cocktail 
at an anti-strike march by government 
supporters in northern Iswazxfi district, 
local reporters said. 

Witnesses said the injuries occurred 
when oppootimarKl pro-government ac- 
tivists fought with homemade bombs and 
guns in the capital, Dhaka, the port city of 
Chittagong and tire southeastern towns of 
Cox’s Bazar and Teknaf 

The authorities said tire police had 
arrested nearly 80 people in the city. 

(Reuters) 


Chinese Weatherman 
Slain During Robbery 

BLUING — Zou Jtogmeng, a Chinese 
weather official and former head of the 
World Meteorological Organization, has 
been killed in a robbery , tire official Xin- 
hua press agency reported Wednesday. . 


have died of malnutrition and relaied- 
diseases ova the past two years, would 
be a key dement of tire package. _ 

“And that also involves the issue of 
lifting economic sanctions,*’ he said. 

The sanctions, which ban American; 
trade and investment with the Notify.' 
have been in place since tire end of the'; 
1950-53 Korean War. The conflict 
ended in a trace that has left the two 
Koreas technically still at war. ... 

Mr. Kim said South Korea would corf- i; 
tinue to cooperate with the United States: 
on policies toward North Korea and tha£ 
there would be no difference between,' 
the allies on North Korea policies. 

He emphasized that growing security.', 
cooperation between South Korea and' 
the United States, and more recently, 
between Seoul and Tokyo, would un-,. 
derpin foe approach to tire North. 

u.S. President Bill Clinton's coordinC 
ator on North Korean policy, William; 
Perry, is putting together his own com-' 
prehensive package toward North K(v, 
rea, Korean and U.S. officials have 
said. 

Mr. Perry is to visit Seoul early next, 
month on a swing through Northeast 
Asia that could also take him to North! 
Korea, diplomats said (Reuters, APT, 

Manila Halts 
Peace Talks 

The Associated Press 

MANILA — President Joseph £&» 
trada of the Philippines said Wednesday 
that the government is suspending peacF 
talks with the communist rebels. 

“Enough is enough,” Mr. Estrada 
said a week after foe rebels abducted & 
general and another officer. “We will 
not tolerate this abuse of our goodwill, of 
our good faith and of our deep and 
abidmg co mmitmen t to bring peace to 
our countryside and to our cities.” 

Mr. Estrada also suspended the im-- 
mnnity and security guarantees the gov-- 
emment gave to 85 senior rebel lead- 
ers. 

Guerrillas of the New People’s Army,' 
the military arm of tire Communist Party* 
of the Philippines, abducted Brigadier 
General Victor Obillo and Captain 
Eduardo Monteaho on Feb. 17 nearDav-- 
ao City. 

Mr. Estrada said General Obillo and' 
Captain Montealto had been involved in- 
development and community work. ' 

Hie defense secretary, Orlando Mer-' 
cado, called the suspension of talks a 
“temporary setback’^ that could be offi 
set by an early release of tire two of-' 
fieexs. 

“We are all hoping to go bade to thd 
negotiating table/’ he said. 
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ERE- IT IS - THE NEW NAME FOR TWO STRONG PARTNERS. 


Together, with our common strengths, we'll be able to reach 
. the highest goals. Watch out DAX, here comes 
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Specialty chemicals now have a new spelling: 
Degussa- Hills AG. Hie company will have 
46,000 employees and will start with sales 
of more than DM 20 hillion. Degussa-Huls — 
an attractive new international company 
with high growth potential based on the 
combined strengths of two established firms. 
Degussa-Hffls — the latest word for more 
expertise, more commitment, more innovation. 
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A Kosovo Suspension 

' The negotiations over a peace plan Albanians could shift cow 
for Kosovo did not follow the advance time die talks resume next i 


StibltttC: j] ie Jffest at Cross-Purposes on Embattled Kosovo 

THE WASHINGTON POST ■ 




tiott 


script, and have now amounted for 
force weeks in a state of great un- 
certainty. Whether the talks can be 
Brought to a successful conclusion de- 
pends on whether the two sides are 
prepared to make compromises that 
(hey have resisted and whether they 
refrain from violence during this del- 
icate interval. 

! Ethnic Albanian negotiators did 
their part on Tuesday to make peace 
possible by softening their unexpected 
demand that a political settlement in- 
el ude a referendum on independence in 
Kosovo in three years. If the ethnic 
Albanian delegation returns to France 
in three weeks ready to sign the peace 
deal proposed by the United States, its 
European allies and Russia, Serbia will 
be isolated in its opposition to the plan. 
In that circumstance, NATO would be 
free to initiate air strikes against Ser- 
bian military targets to force Slobodan 
Milosevic, the Serbian leader, to accept 
the proposed deal. Serbia has balked ax 
allowing NATO peacekeepers into 
Kosovo as part of an agreement 
• But there is much chance for both 
sides to undermine the peace plan over 
the next three weeks. Having declared 
the need to return home to test public 
Opinion — in reality, to try to persuade 
mud-line guerrilla leaders — me ethnic 


Albanians could shift course by the 
tune foe talks resume next month, and 
once again insist on a referendum, inis 
would scuttle the chance for self-gov- 
ernment and foe NATO protection that 
Kosovo's Albanian population de- 
serves and needs. 

More ominously, the negotiating 
break is an invitation to more violence 
in Kosovo. If ethnic Albanian guer- 
rillas score some victories, they may 
hope to persuade supporters that in- 
dependence can be won without a 
peace deaL Mr. Milosevic may decide 
to escalate Serbian military attacks to 
tiy to defeat foe guerrillas or anger the 
ethnic Albanians and drive them away 
from any agreement. If he can provoke 
(he guerrillas to reject the plan, he will 
probably avoid NATO air strikes. 

Tbe West must do everything pos- 
sible to keep the parties on track to a 
workable accord, ft most keep alive the 
bombing threat against Mr. Milosevic 
and not allow him to dictate conditions 
that will eventually undermine peace. 
If there is new violence or more attacks 
on members of tbe international veri- 
fication mission now in Kosovo, 
NATO may have to use its airpower in 
the days ahead to prevent greater 
bloodshed. 

The prospects for peace are not 
good. But they have not yet perished. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


The American Economy 


These are astounding economic 
times. Europe is slowing, most of Asia 
is in recession and Brazil threatens to 
drag down much of South America, but 
in foe United Stales consumers are 
spending with abandon and economists 
continue to be surprised by how robust 
foe economy is. It was against that 
background that Alan Greenspan, 
chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, 
testified before the Senate Banking 
Committee on Tuesday. He again pre- 
dicted that the economy would slow 
this year, and again warned that stock 
prices appeared to be overvalued. 

Wall Street may hang on every word 
from Mr. Greenspan, but most Amer- 
icans seem quite unconcerned. They 
continue to buy stocks, pushing prices 
highs* and allowing them to feel and 
act richer. As Mr. Greenspan noted, foe 
net worth of households ls up about 50 
percent since 1994, and personal con- 
sumption expenditures rose more last 
year than at any time since the mid- 
1980s. The Conference Board reports 
that Americans think current- condi- 
tions are better than at any time since 
foe board began its consumer confi- 
dence surveys in 1967. 


Most economists, including Mr. 
Greenspan, have been overly pessi- 
mistic about the American economy 
for several years, and consumers seem 
to have decided to believe their own 
eyes rather than heed foe warnings of 
fallible forecasters. 

In retrospect, it appears that growth 
was enhanced by technological change 
and aided try plunging commodity 
prices that reflected weakness abroad. 
Economists also underestimated the 
degree to which soaring stock prices 
would encourage spending, and the 
Fed’s lowering of interest rates late 
last year, as it feared a weakness that 
did not materialize, only moved stock 
prices higher. 

It is certainly enjoyable to see things 
constantly come out better than ex- 
pected. Bat it is also slightly unnerving 
to realize that the experts are so con- 
fused. “We are, in a sense, learning 
as we are doing,” Mr. Greenspan said 
on Tuesday. “There is no Economics 
101 which carries us through what's 
going on today. We're probably writ- 
ing foe textbooks, but we don’t have 
them to read yet.” 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Guilty Verdict in Jasper 


John William King has never said 
why he decided to chant James Byzd Jr. 
to a pickup truck last June and drag him 
down a country road near Jasper, 
Texas. Neither has he explained foe 
need to pull foe apparently conscious 
and suffering Mr. Byrd for three miles 
(five kilometers) until his brutally 
battered body was shredded and be- 
headed by a concrete culvert. The pro- 
secution, however, convinced the jury 
of 1 1 whites and one African-Amer- 
ican that Mr. King's reason for com- 
mitting that gruesome capital crime 
was that James Byrd was Mack. Tbe 
Jasper juiy’s unanimous guilty verdict, 
returned after two hours of deliber- 
ation. was applauded by courtroom 
spectators. It will be widely saluted 
around foe nation as well. 

Two other men are scheduled to face 
trial in Mr. Byrd’s murder. But John 
William King’s conviction does not 
mark the end of his date with foe jury. 
The panel that found him guilty must 
now decide in a separate proceeding 
whether he should be sentenced to life 
behind bars or face foe death penalty. 
That he should never be allowed to 
return to the streets is not in question. 
His was a heinous crime. As long- 
standing opponents of capital punish- 
ment. we believe that Mr. King should 
be imprisoned for the rest of his life. 

The prosecutor said Mr. Byrd's tor- 
mentors were like “three robed riders 
coming straight out of hell — in- 
stead of a rope, they used a chain, 
and instead of horses, they were using 
a pickup truck.” And to make a point 
of their broader disdain for society, 
they dropped off the beheaded torso in 
front of a church and cemeteiy, the 
prosecutor charged. 

From evidence and testimony, John 


William King was motivated by a 
white-hot racial antagonism that had 
him fantasizing about making a name 
for himself as leader of his own white 
supremacist organization. ft was not 
enough for him to display his hatred of 
blacks by adorning his body with racist 
tattoos or through his membership in 
foe Confederate Knights of America, a 
racist group he joined while in jail. 
Both of those actions, objectionable as 
they are, were within his rights. John 
William King had no right, however, to 
kidnap, maim and murder an innocent 
man. After the Jasper juiy’s swift and 
unambiguous judgment, Mr. King 
must pay dearly. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 

Other Comment 

Bp oallmg Emme tt Till 

The horror resonates with many 
readers of my generation. There is 
something about the ideology behind 
the murderous mutilation of James 
Byrd that reminds us of Emmett Till’s 
murder in Mississippi in 1955. 

Authorities say “Bill” King has 
loads of racial hang-ups. He is tattooed 
with Nazi lightning bolt symbols and 
swastikas. The words “Aryan Pride” 
and a war shield symbolizing the Con- 
federate Knights of America are em- 
blazoned on his body. One account 
said he wears a tattoo of a black man 
lynched from a cross. His girlfriend 
says he doesn't like Jews. 

Oh, yes, they say King also has a real 
“thing” about sexual relations be- 
tween white women and black men. So 
did Emmett Till’s murderers. 

— Colbert I. King, commenting in 
The Washington Post. 
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P ARIS — The Kosovar Albanians, 
like (he Kurds, are inconvenient 
peoples of the Ottoman Empire, left 
behind when it collapsed and foe great 

of Europe and foe^RkQe Easftfter 
World War L They were left out when 
foe national homes were distributed. 

The Allies preferred an integral Tur- 
key to an unpredictable Kurdistan, 
which was equally unwelcome to Iraq, 
a British League of Nations mandate, 
and to Iran, a British protectorate in foe 
1920s. They still prefer Turkey today, 
as tbe West Europeans have demon- 
strated by their willful past indifference 
to the Kurdish problem. The United 
States has indicated its choice by help- 
ing Turkey capture foe Kurdish in- 
surrectionist leader Abdullah Ocalan. 

Europeans and Americans also 
prefer a Serbian-linked Kosovo to an 
independent ethnic Albanian Kosovo. 
A basic concern in the West’s original 
draft of the agreement that was sup- 
posed to emerge from tbe uow inter- 
rupted Rambouillet negotiation was to 
limit the consequences that Albanian 
Kosovo's autonomy could have on Al- 
banian nationalism elsewhere. 

The Kurds have come closer than the 
Kosovars to political frontiers and na- 
tionhood They took their claim to be 
recognized as a nation to the Allied 
powers in 1919, who had rashly pro- 
mised national seff ■determination to 
the peoples of foe defeated Ottoman 
and Hapsbnrg empires. 

Tbe Treaty of Sfevres in 1920, dis- 
mantling the Ottoman Emp ire, promised 


By William Pfaff 


an autonomous Kurdistan. Three years 
later, foe Treaty of Lansamig replaced 
foe Treaty of Sdvres and made no men- 
tion of Kurdistan. Kemal Atatudc had in 

foe mean time revived and Ta ^gtablishwi 

a strong and secular Turkey. 

Tbe Kurds have since been used and 
exploited by all neighbors, and fay foe 
United States as well: an behalf of foe 
shah's Iran in foe^l970s, again when 

dam Hussein after and 

Saddam. All of this has^Se^^no 
Kurdish advantage, since Washington, 
In the end, prefers a centralized Iraq to a 
fragmented one that could permit Ira- 
nian domination of the region. 

Tbe West prefers liberal solutions to 
illiberal ones in dealing with Middle 
Eastern and BaOcanproblems , butfaese 
are hard to find. In the B alkans , the 
Allies' program in the 1920s for uni- 
versal nntinwat self- determinati on 
proved strictly unrealizable in territ- 
orial terms (foe populations were too 
scattered), and it sowed more ethnic, 
inedentism d>«m it calmed. Interwar 
fascism exploited the result 

A liberal program is being applied 
by the international c ommuni ty in Bos- 
nia. There is a chance of success be- 
cause Sarajevo, winch dominates Bos- 
nia, was a cosmopolitan center before 
the Bosnian war. But Croatian and 
Serbian nationalism, along with Islam- 
ic integrism, have been temporized 


with, rather than disar med, in Bosnia. 

The Contact Group’s Rambouillet 
plan was fundamentally efonic-nation- 
flKan, with' liberal appendages, bat it 

pn ntai'n^ p ■f wn/tnmigfilgl contradiction, 

which is why it remains unaccepted: It 
seemed to offer foe Kosovar Albanians 
the nation foeyhavebeen struggling for 
since tbe late 19 th century, but it ac- 
tually was meant to prevent ft. _ 

The first Albanian nationalist pro- 
gram was proclaimed in 1878, calling 
for a unified Albania, including Ko- 
sovo, of roughly the geographical di- 
mensions of that “Greater Albania” 
which same Kosovar Liberation Army 
militant s demand today. 

In (he 20th century, Hungary and 
Italy sponsored the independent Al- 
banian state *bar exists today because 
they expected it to become foejr jko- 
teg6. The Albanians who lived in 
Kosovo and Macedonia were left out 

Some of those Albanians supported 

tfw Italians and fi errnans in World War 
n because the Axis powers promised 
s upp o r t to Albanian nfrtio 1 ”! 18 ™- Oth- 
ers joined the Communist partisan 
movement, which renounced nation- 
alism as a primitive sentiment that 
would disap pear in the conditions of a 
multinational socialist state. Under 
Tito, Kosovar Albanians became part 
of Yugoslavia's national leadership. 

There is considerable irony in what 
happened after Tito's death. The 1974 
constitution, decentralizing power in 
Yugoslavia, had the effect of re-es- 
tablishing se paratis t ethnic interests 
throughout foe country. 


Kosovo acquired an independent oiu- 

vexsity and cultural links wtfo Albania 
developed. At foe same time, a reac- 
rirtrtar v nationalism was revived in 5er- 
l Circles, and found a 
fateful political expression in foe nir 
hilistic policies ofSWdan Milosevic. 

The ml shocks of the 1970s brought 
foe IMF to Yugoslavia, d em a n d ing 
austerity in exchange for lo ans. T his 
i nfant stronger central government, 
rather than the dece ntr a lizin g reforms 
from which foe Kosovo Albanians had 
been net beneficiaries. , ^ 

Austerity, and Western market ide- 
ology that called on Yugoslavia to give 
up commodity exports for add ed- v alue 
manuf actures, dealt further economic 
blows to Kosovo, the most backward 
of the Yugoslav regions. This fed 
Kosovar separatism and inedentism, 
and provoked increasingly aggressive 
Serbian nationalism. 

That is the history that brought 
Kosovars and Serbs to Rambouillet this 
month. It is tbe reality to which they 
now return. The military part -or the 
Rambouiftet proposals, yet to be signed 
by either side, envisions 30,000 NATO 
troops in Kosovo. Their mission would 
be to deny to both Albanians and Serbs 
what each side believes to be its his- 
torical destiny. 

Rambouillet proposes a liberal solu- 
tion in compensation. Bat the people to 
whom foe offer is made have heavily 
invested in foe idea that their national 
interests lie in illiberal solutions. 

International Herald TYBrune. 

Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 


Make Aid to Cambodia Conditional on Genuine Reform 


P HNOM PENH — Cam- 
bodia now brings its beg- 
ging bowl once again to foe 
inte rnational community, in 
hope that donor nations at the 
Consultative Group meeting in 
Tokyo this Thursday and ni- 
day will approve a $1.3 billion 
aid package. 

After three decades of bomb- 
ing, civil war, Khmer Rouge 
genocide, Vietnamese inva- 
sion, international embargoes 
and stripping of foe country’s 
resources by corrupt leaders, 
there is no doubt that Cam- 
bodia’s needs are desperate. 

Bnt before Japan, foe United 
States, foe European Union, the 
World Bank and others choose 
the path of least resistance and 
approve this aid, they should 
ask themselves what has 
happened to the $2 billion they 
have given in foe past decade to 
the very same corrupt leaders. 

The. vast majority of Cam- 
bodians have little or no access 
to health care or decent edu- 
cation. Road and rail transport is 


By Sam Rainsy 


pitiful. Rice harvests are far be- 
low potential, and many people 
suffer from malnutrition. 

The forests have only five 
years left before being com- 
mercially logged out, and fish- 
ing catches are shrinking dra- 
matically because of silting 
caused by logging. The famed 
temples of Angkor see only a 
trickle of tourists. Unemploy- 
ment forces young people, 
mainly women, into exploit- 
ative labor conditions in a 
fledgling garment industry, or 
into prostitution. 


Meanwhile, ruling party of- 
ficials, co rrup t military officers 
and even Khmer Rouge leaden 
reside in palatial mansions, ride 
in chauffeured limousines and 
enjoy impunity for the most 
atrocious crimes. 

Rather than pour their tax- 
payers’ money into foe sinkhole 
for foreign aid that Cambodia 
has become, foreign donors 
should start to insist on political 
and economic re forms . 

The government has moun- 
ted a major public relations 
campaign to convince donors 
that at last it is serious about 
reform. It promises to reduce 
foe bloated nrilitaiy, end illegal 
logging and crack down on foe 
drug trafficking. It promises to 
boost tourism and increase ag- 
ricultural production. 

These promises have all been 
made before. The moves that 
foe government has marie in foe 
past two months to implement 
them are purely cosmetic and 
easily reversible. If foe past is 
any guide, tbe promises will not 
be fulfilled — unless tbe donors 
condition their aid on real re- 
forms that would mate the gov- 
ernment accountable to foe leg- 
islative branch, foe people and 
the international community. 

To achieve accountability, 
tiie institutions created by the 
constitution to form a frame- 
work for a democratic gov- 
ernment must be rebailt so that 
they are independent, neutral 
and effective. 

This process should begin 


with an independent judiciary. 
Its first task should be to initiate 
prosecution of the worst human 
rights violators. 

The second step must be to 
reconstitute foe election com- 
mission as a truly neutral body 
and establish a professional, 
nonpartisan civil service. Elec- 
tions for local officials most be 
held so that government power 
and political party power are 


With an independent judi- 
ciary and civil service, the enor- 
mous task of reducing corrup- 
tion can begin in earnest Fi- 
nancial pressure on lower of- 
ficials to engage in coe mpti on 
can be reduced as funds are 


shifted back to proper govern- 
ment control, allowing salaries 
in each sector to be raised as 
that sector is cleaned up. 

Civil servants will increas- 
ingly be responsible for the 
performance of their duties, 
rather than for participating in 
and protecting networks of cor- 
ruption. These duties include 
all the normal functions of a 
civil society that are now large- 
ly neglected in Cambodia. 

Power to sign deals in secret 
must be stripped from tbe gov- 
ernment, as the constitution 
already requires. 

Backed by the independent 
judiciary, tiie Ministry of Fi- 
nance could insist on exposure 
of all.govemment deals and 
concessions. Illegal deals must 


be suspended and then either 
nullified or corrected. * 

The international community 
must stop pouring money un- 
conditionally into Cambodia. 
Unless foe government proves 
that it is undertaking the polit- 
ical reforms that introduce ac- 
countability and transparency, 
their billions will disappear into 
the pockets of the corrupt once 
again, and Cambodia wiu neve; 
throw away its begging bowL v 

The writer is a former Com- ^ 
bodian finance minister. Thq 
Sam Rednsy Party, which he 
heads, is Cambodia's sole op- 
position party, with 15 seats in 
the National Assembly. He con- 
tributed this comment to the 
International Herald Tribune. 


Constructive Change Needs to Continue 

By Ngozi Okonj o-Iweala the country. Others include die 

need to improve governance, 

W ASHINGTON — The reinforce macroeconomic stabil- reduce corruption, demobilize 
successful negotiation in ity and implement ambitious so- soldiers, fight poverty and pro- 


YY successful negotiation in 
November of a coalition gov- 
ernment in Cambodia has 
prompted a new sense of polit- 
ical stability. Prime Minister 
Hun Sen’s commitment to sta- 
bilize tiie economy, reduce 
poverty, fight corruption and 
take action on human rights vi- 
olations linked to atrocities of 
the Khmer Rouge has encour- 
aged many observers. 

Having taken this critical step, 
leadere face the challenge raised 
by expectations. They must 
demonstrate political resolve to 


The Middle East Is Not as It Seems 


W ASHINGTON — A dy- 
ing monarch blindsided 
the self-described “indis- 
pensable'' U.S. government 
and the CIA station that once 
funded his activities by keep- 
ing them in the dark on the 
single most significant de- 
cision he could make. 

King Hussein flew home 
from foe Mayo Clinic in Janu- 
ary assuring his subjects that 
he had been cured of cancer. 
In fact, he believed that he had 

affairs m order, according to 
information given to U.S. of- 
ficials either by the long, U.S. 
intelligence or both. 

King Hussein may have 
planned to use that time to 
alter Jordan's constitution, 
which restricted him to nam- 
ing either his brother, Hassan, 
or his eldest son, Abdullah, as 
his successor. There were in- 
dications (hat he wanted to 
include his 18 -year-old son 
Hamza in tbe line of succes- 
sion as well. 

But he immediately fell ill 
on his return to Amman. 
Knowing that time was run- 
ning out and upset with Prince 
Hassan for quarreling with at 
least one military commander 
in his absence, he abruptly 
dumped his brother as crown 
prince and named foe untested 
Abdullah, 37, his heir. 

I noted in a recent column 
(IHT, Feb. I) the long history 
of U.S. covert involvement in 
Jordan’s affairs and suggested 
that an immediate rush by 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright to Amman to bless 
publicly the king’s move had 
been ill-advised. Her nip 
could only bolster foe inmres- 
sion in Jordan of U.S. inter- 
ference in Jordanian affairs. 
The reality is stranger. King 


By Jim Hoagland 


Hussein gave ueaifter Wash- 
ington nor tbe CIA station in 
Amman any inkling (hat he 
was about to dump Prince 
Hassan, I am told by U.S. of- 
ficials and Middle East 
sources. This was for him a 

famil y matter that he kept 

from the spooks. 

The Amman CIA station 
was reporting right up to the 
change that Prince Hassan 
would be the next king. U.S. 
officials were weighing in 
with advice to King Hussein 
(hat they thought he wanted to 
hear: Hassan was the best 
available successor, the Clin- 
ton administration would 
work well with him. 

In that light, Mrs. Al- 
bright’s rush to Amman takes 
on an urgent intelligence- 
gathering and fence-mending 
coloration. 

I started digging deeperinto 
who knew what and when 
after receiving anguished tele- 
phone calls from U.S. officials 
about the political ramifica- 
tions of the perception prob- 
lem I had identified. They had 
no self-inrerest in acknow- 
ledging how little they and 
theft bosses had known about 
this key political event in the 
Middle East. They did so to 
make foe point about tbe lack 
of U.S. involvement 

In Syria, appearances also 
deceive. President Hafez As- 
sad seemed to use a surprise 
appearance at Hussein's fu- 
neral to show that Syria still 
has cards to play in new p»*?f** 
moves or any new conflict 
wish Israel Weeks earlier, an 
officially tolerated demon- 
stration that led to the storm- 
ing of foe U.S. Embassy in 


Damascus had raised ques- 
tions about Mr. Assad’s In- 
tentions and assertiveness. 

Both events in fact stemmed 
from Mr. Assad’s growing 
weakness. He was muscled in- 
to going to Amman at the last 
minm e by Egypt’s President 
Hosni Mubarak, who told him 
that the Arab world would not 
forgive his absence. A foreign 
leader who was in Amman says 
Mr. Assad showed zero interest 
in talking about dipknnacy or 
conflict with Israel and was 
simply eager to go home. 

Survival occupies the ailing 
Assad. The December demon- 
stration, ostensibly over U.S. 
bombing in Iraq, spun out of 
the control of his normally 
draconian security forces, ac- 
cording to Western intelli- 
gence reporting from Damas- 
cus. This reporting discounts 
any idea that tiie government 
intended the riot at the em- 
bassy as a show of force or 
determination. 

The brittle state of Syria’s 
army was also underlined for 
experts in October when Mr. 
Aisad took two steps in, re- 
sponse to warnin gs from Tur- 
key to expel a Kurdish guer- 
rilla leader or face militar y 
action. Mr. Assad expelled the 


reinforce macroeconomic stabil- 
ity and implement ambitions so- 
cial, economic and institutional 
reforms. 

Investors and international 
donors meeting in Tokyo will 
be watching closely for further 
action that matches recent gov- 
ernment promises. Their con- 
fidence and support are vital to 
the country’s revivaL 

The Tokyo meeting is to dis- 
cuss strategies to speed up 
Cambodia’s economic recov- 
ery and development, as well as 
its government's request for up 
to $450 milli on annually over 
the next force years to support 
these development efforts. 

Cambodia now has another 
chance to throw off tiie legacy 
of more than 25 years of strife. 
It must build on its peace break- 
through by equipping its 1 1 mil- 
lion people to overcome the 
poverty that blights too many 
lives, and folly embrace the re- 
forms needed to promote sus- 
tainable economic growth. 

It is “make or break” time. 
Cambodia can get back on its 
earlier growth path by wisely 
managing its rich resources of 
timber, rubber and impressive 
cultural heritage, many of 
which are underused or inad- 
equately managed. It can also 
develop alternative sources of 
growth in manufacturing and 
services. Bnt it will need to 
build up its institutions and reg- 
ulatory framework. 

Managing its forests more 
strategically is one of the main 
development challenges facing 


the country. Others include die 
need to improve governance, 
reduce corruption, demobilize 
soldiers, fight poverty and pro- 
tect foe environment. 

Illegal logging, which cost 
foe government $60 million in 
foregone revenue last year, has 
to be curbed quickly. 

Cambodia also needs to en- 
sure that tax reform legislation 
is enforced. Government 
spending should be reoriented 
to emphasize health, education 
and rural development, to help 
pull one- third of Cambodia's 
people out of poverty. 

schools, health clinics and 
village drinking water systems 
most be built. Agricultural ex- 
tension services are needed, 
along with refurbished trans- 
port facilities, power generation 
and telecommunications. 

If Cambodia is to win sus- 
tained support from donors, it 
must demonstrate commitment 
to collect tax revenues and fo- 
cus their use on social and eco- 
nomic development 

Until recently, Cambodia's 
spending in foe social sector has 
been less than one-fifth of its 
budgetary allocation for the 
military. The government has 
taken steps to cut the size of the 
armed forces, bnt deeper cuts 
will be required. 

These are significant chal- 
lenges, but there is much ev- 
idence of change. 

The writer, country director 
in die Southeast Asia Unit at the 
World Bank, contributed this 
comment to the International 
Herald Tribune. 


IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 

1899s Poor Waltzing immense forcing houses nea 


back from the Turkish bower 
to protect his decaying mil- 
itary establishment from pos- 
sible clashes. 

Who is more stable: the un- 
tested Abdallah parachuted 
onto tiie throne in - Amman, or 

the seasoned, authoritarian 
Assad who has ruled in Dam- 
ascus for a quarter-century? 
You can forget the odds and 
appearances in the Middle 
East, where tiie sure thing is 
usually a mirage. 

The Washington Post. 


PARIS — Recent discussions of 
the deterioration of Hanning led 
me to obtain the opinions of au- 
thorities on the subject in the city 
that boasts of its excellence. I 
placed the matter before Eduard 
Strauss: “Are we Europeans 
losing the art of dancing?” And I 
received this answer "The way 
the waltz is danced in Vienna 
now is unworthy of us. The 
cause lies in the loss of tiie true 
old German character, such as 
one saw in the days of the first 
Strauss. Vienna was then purely 
German. Vienna is no longer a 
German city but a conglomer- 
ation of foe worst elements of 
other and inferior races.” 

1924: Fresh Food 

DUSSELDORF — la order to 
ensure that his workmen have 
cucumbers and other fresh 
vegetables all foe year round, 
Herr Hugo Stinnes has erected 


immense forcing houses near 
his works. The ins tallatio n cov- 
ers twenty acres, entirely under 
glass and illuminated by elec- 
tric lamps. All kinds of vege- 
tables are cultivated. Tbe green- 
house makes a special point of 
the cultivation of cucumbers, of 
which the workmen are espe- 
cially fond. 

1949: Elan Hecklers 

COLUMBIA, S.C — Umver-i 
siry of South Carolina student^ 
peppered a Ku-Klux Klan meet-; 
mg with stench bombs while 
Grand Dragon Samuel Greeq 
was making a speech. Dr. Green; 
who was introduced in the South 
Carolina legislature earlier, 
shouted: “If you let President 
Truman ram this civil rights bill 
down your throats, it will be 
legal for a Negro to crane up otf 
your porch and ask for your 
daughter's hand in marriage.”, 
‘ ‘Site can always say no, ’ chor- 
used Dr. Green’s hegfelan t 
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Corruption Is Finally Getting the Attention It Needs 
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By Fred Hiatt 

Glotal Forum onr^g^^T “ nOStm8 ““ 

bolster ct ) ai rman is seeking to ctonesiaandothereniacfcitclearthatcoiTiiptiouisnota 

l. P®!® 0 a 8 a inst what in just the oast few minor issue, nor even one of man v imDOirtantnrohlems. 


field with the treaty that came into effect on Feb. 
15. And even now, only 12 of 33 signatories have 
ratified it . 

The Gore conference, from Wednesday through 




“ — m me developing and post-Com- 

urSrokeii^minJw^rt^ 88 'Candidate is serving as an accounts, undermines public faith in democracy, 

Influence* t tt E? 111 ® 8 to money and makes saps of those who obey the law. Officials and 
inziuence, the United Stares itself still has souk do- — ■= — /- 


payments 
ermnent officials. 


political parties 


gov- 


veii 


iotrina to do %aa ~ executives from developing and post-Commvmist 

® ^ . countries, surveyed by the economist Daniel 

corruphon was even defended by Kauftnann of the Harvard Institute of International 


That goal may draw the attention of conference 
guests back to XJ.i 


S. practice. It is not just raising 
funds from Buddhist nuns and monks or 


i*. . .. 

• ■ 


a. .,. — ? nonprofit organization dedicated to 

righting corruption and promoting accountable gov- 
ernment. When the organization was formed in 1993 
1 m .V- S - mana ® iD g director, Nancy Zucker 
■'Boswell, we couldn’t even get people to talk about 
the issue. 


single greatest impediment to devdtopment. 

“You cannot make the. transition if you have cor- 
ruption,” fonnra Prime Minister Mart liaar of Estonia 
said during a visit to Washington this month. “You 
will fail.” 




L Now Transparency International has indigenous 
branches in more than 60 countries. Governments in 
the Americas, Europe and Asia have promised to 


Estonia, perhaps the republic to emerge most suc- 
cessfully from the Soviet Union, understood early on 


that what can cause corruption is not free-maiket re- 
form, as many Russians and Russia-waichers now be- 
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Public-sector corruption i u widely 
recognised as the key impediment 
to development 
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criminalize bribery that until recently many of them not 
only allowed but encouraged, by making bribes tax- 
deductible. 

What accounts for this “fundamental sea change,*’ 
as Stuart Eizenstat, the U.S. undersecretary of state far 
economic, business and agricultural affairs, calls it? In 
part, he says, bribery “simply was becoming so 
costly” for multinational corporations that they began 
1 pressuring governments to reform themselves. 

“3 . The financial collapse of corrupt but previously fast- 
piowing countries such as Indonesia shredded any cred- 
ibility of corruption defenders in the academic world. 
The end of the Cold War erased a strategic rationale far 
backing corrupt 'Hurd World dictators. Scandals in 
Italy, Japan and Belgium — not to mention Washington 
and Sah Lake City — proved that corruption is not 
exclusively a Third World problem and helped motivate 
grass-roots campaigns for clean gov ernme nt. 

Most of all, die travails of Russia, Ukraine, In- 


L with clear, open rules, inviting foreigners and 
alike to bid; it disclosed the assets and in- 
comes of public officials; it opted for strong regulation, 
but in as few areas of economic activity as necessary. 

Given its location between Russia and the West, 
Estonia was in danger of becoming a transshipment 
point for organized crime. Instead of combating this by 
hugely beefing up its customs service, Mr. Laar said, 
Estonia drastically reduced tariffs and duties, so there 
would be little profit in smuggling. 

Every dountry has to find its own way. But it is 
encouraging that wealthy nations have acknowledged 
. that they have a part to play. This month, a treaty went 
into effect committing 33 industrialized nations to 
criminalize overseas bribery by their corporations. Mr. 
Eizenstat says this shows that globalization, ihe rapid 
rise in interconnectedness through trade and private 
investment, can produce a “race to the top” through 
voluntary cooperation on ethical rules of behavior. 

- Still, if so, it has been a slow race, as Mr. Eizenstat 
well knows. As domestic policy adviser to President 
Jimmy Carter, he promoted the 1977 Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act, which bars U.S. companies from pay- 
ing bribes overseas. It took 22 years to level the playing 


giving White House tours to Chinese arms merchants. 
It is the everyday demands of running for office: the 
$35 milli on Mr. Gore heroes to raise this year for his 
presidential bid, the $3,000 per hour that Frank Lauten- 
berg — the senator from New Jersey who has decided 
not to seek a fourth term in 2000 — said he would have 
had to raise to stage a credible re-election bid. 

If corruption means only abusing public position for 
private gam, no me would accuse Mr. Gore. But if the 
tens encompasses selling access to the highest bidders, 
then it is virtually impossible to succeed within the 
U.S. system and stay clean. 

Ms. Boswell says campaign finance issues vex 
Transparency International chapters in many coun- 
tries, and so she sees a silver lining in the U.S. 
conundrum. “It puts us all on the same side of the 
table,” she says. “It would be bad for the United States 
to come across as all-knowing, as if we had solved 
everything.” That, it seems safe to say, is one problem 
we won't have to soon confront. 

The Washington Post. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Separatism and Force 




When Kosovars demand not auton- 
omy but total independence and Serbia 
says “no,” NATO (led by Washington) 
insists on sending in 30,000 troops or 
else bombing the Serbs. When Kurds ask 
not independence but only autonomy, 
offering a cease-fire if free, elections are 
held, and are answered by wholesale 
killing and destruction of villages far 
worse foan anything in Kosovo, why do 
I hear no calls for a NATO force to move 
in, no threats of bombs on the Turks? 

If Kosovo becomes a model, with the 
United Nations pushed aside, can we 
expect NATO bombs on Tel Aviv be- 
cause of West Bank Palestinians, on 


New Delhi became of Kashmir? If 
Hawaii ans, Puerto Ricans or the Apache 
acted up, would China or Cuba have the 
right to bomb Washington? 

VICTOR GROSSMAN. 

Berlin. 


Light Therapy in Japan 
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Regarding the report " Japanese See 
the Light” (Feb. 23): 

The proposal by a govermnent-ap- 
pointed panel to lift our economy by 
introducing daylight time seems to be 
based on the unrealistic expectation that 
more light will lead to more personal 
coasumptian. 

It is high time to realize that the 

. j dr~ 


severely deteriorating Japanese econo- 
my is a natural consequence of a sick 
system dial has changed little since the 
Tokngawa feudal era. Individual well- 
being takes a back seat to the growth and 
prosperity of organizations. People have 
been psychologically manipulated 
through the education system and cor- 
porate induction rituals to suppress their 
feelings in order not to desupy the 
“managed harmony” of groups. Self- 
sacrifice for die organization has been 
elevated to the detriment of personal and 
family life. 

Our system would be recognized from 
die outside as nothing less than brain- 
washing. However, to the majority of die 
population it is so insidious as to be 


imperceptible. Band-Aid measures, in- 
cluding daylight time , are unlikely to 
produce any substantial effects. The 
west should keep in mind that patients 
suffering from delusions of grandeur 
usually require years of psychotherapy. 

HIROMICHI OTA. 

Tokyo. 


An Old Screenwriter Recalls 
When Betrayals Were Grand 


By Maureen Dowd 


L OS ANGELES — Linda Tripp and 
Christopher Hitchens may be the 
most famous canaries of the Starr war, 
but Elia Kazan was the most famous 
canary of the Cold War. High in the 
Hollywood Hills, Bernard Gordon, a 
writer who was blacklisted, is working 
to make sure that on Oscar night Mr. 
Kazan does not escape his past 
Mr. Gordon, now 79, is naming 
names. The name he gives the 
dazzling director — who will be 
awarded an honorary Oscar by the 
Motion Picture Academy — is Rat 
Fink. Mr. Gordon formed the Com- 


with all these 88-year-old people who 
I have to yell at on the phone to ma ke 
them hear me. It’s poignant that they 
want to get their message out.” 

The political prism has shifted in 
the time since Elia Kazan testified. 

The idealism that once enveloped the 
Old Left began dissipating 


ago. History has a way of gening at the 
truth, and it has brought out the ter- 
rible stench of Stalinism. These days. 


it is hard to find serious people who 
! or Alger Hiss 


MEANWHILE 


mittee Against Silence and will picket 
the Chandler Pavilion on Oscar night, 
March 21, wearing a tuxedo that he 
had made for himself in Spain, where 
be had a successful career in movies 
after his exile from Hollywood. He 
wants the audience to fight silence 
with silence, and refuse to acknowl- 
edge Mr. Kazan's award. “It would 
be too much to boo or walk out,’" be 
said. “I got the idea of not applauding 
when I watched President Clinton's 


will argue the innocence 1 
or the Rosenbergs. Many find Mr. 
Kazan offensive now not for his dim 
view of Communists but for the 
scuzzy way he expressed it. 

The Clinton impeachment fiasco 
also began and ended in betrayal. It 
started with Linda Tripp’s treacherous 
taping and culminated with Mr. 


Linda Tripp is no 
Whittaker Chambers, 
and Sidney Blumenthal 
is no Alger Hiss, 


State of the Union and the Repub- 
licans sal on their hands.” 


Mr. Gordon does not want to debate 
whether artists who commit egregious 
acts in their personal lives can still be 
considered great artists. He knows 
they can. “But they are giving Kazan 
a lifetime achievement award,” he 
says, “and the major achievement of 
his lifetime was to contribute to one of 
die worst civil liberties violations in 
the country.” 

Mr. Gordon says he does not par- 
ticularly like Bill Clinton, who also 
gets lavished with high job-approval 
ratings despite egregious personal 
acts. But he think s the Republicans 
and Kenneth Stair have engaged in 
sexual McCarthyism and flirted with 
a police state. He has attracted more 
media attention than Hollywood out- 
rage. Privately, some Hollywood lib- 
erals muse that Mr. Kazan’s award is 
an appropriate bookend to the lifetime 
achievement Oscar that Charlie Chap- 
lin was given in 1972 — an award that 
was vigorously protested by Holly- 


Hitchins’s tattling on die Clinton aide 
Sidney B lumen foal. But these im- 
peachment betrayals lack the 
grandeur of foe Kazan betrayal. 

Linda Tripp is no Whittaker Cham- 
bers, and Sidney Blumenthal is no Al- 

bjT Mr. Clinton is’oot exa^^wrald- 
historic. It’s nice to live in secure times, 
when one doesn’t have to awake in die 
morning to questions of life and death. 
Still, it isn't easy to be satisfied with foe 
s mallne ss of our experience. 

We have developed a bad case of 
magnitude envy. In a culture obsessed 
with entertainment, celebrity, buzz, 
spin, market share, synergy, gestures, 
decaf skim lattes and cigar bars, we 
feel diminished and puny. We have 
developed a craving for zeal nobility, 
large principles, passions with scale 
and profound commitments. 

On Broadway, audiences are still 
stirring to the SQ-year-old “Death of a 
Salesman,” drawn to its outsize emo- 
tions. In movies, Omaha Beach and 
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NOVEMBER 1916s 
The Red Whed/Knot II 

By Alexander Solzhenitsyn . Translated by 
H.T. Willetts. 1JD14 pages. $35. Farrar, 
Straus & Giroux. 

Reviewed by Richard Bernstein ■» 

T used to be said, in an effort to put 
. matters into perspective, that foe So- 
viet dictator Leonid Brezhnev would 
one day be dimly remembered as a Rus- 
sian politician during the era of Al- 
exander Solzhenitsyn. In fact, matters 
turned out to be more complicated. 
Brezhnev is a bad memory, but Solzhen- 


itsyn, the great dissenting juifoor of 
“Cancer 


Ward” and “The Gulag Ar- 
chipelago,’ * whom Brezhnev pushed in- 
to an eaule that lasted 20 years, is hardly 
a universally celebrated figure cither. 

It is as if Solzhenitsyn has outliyed ihe 
centrality he had when moral criticism, 
was an act of enormous courage, and he 
has not helped his cause by his recourse 
to dyspeptic commentaries on the in- 
adequacy of secular, liberal culture. 

Now, however, the publication of 
“November 1916,” the second volume 
of Solzhenitsyn’s foreo-book cycle, 
“The Red Wheel,” could help reha- 
bilitate a tarnished hero. "November 


UliUOLu a n ui no uwv “v*-. 

1916," which follows foe publication of 
“August 1914,” foe first in foe “Red 

narlaf 1 


WheS ” series, by almost a decade, is an 

impressive accomplishment, and H.T. 
Wuletts has ably translated it from Rus- 
sian. True, ithas a fusty quality about it, 
its specific ingredients more or less what 
one familiar with the sprawling histor- 
ical genre would expect Certainly it is 
overlong and contains too much talk and 
not enough action. 

Moreover, as in “August 1914, 
Solzhenitsyn intersperses his story with 
long, dense historical explanations that 
not only require a good deal eff spe- 
cialized knowledge to assimilate bat 
also slow the novel’s dramatic mo- 
ment one . , 

The Solzhenitsyn of November 


1916 ” is a lon§ way from the danky. 

semi-mystical ideolof 


ague thar he has 


sometimes seemed to be. The work is an 
enormous literary palace teeming with 
life and intellectual passion, a grand 
edifice of history and character in foe 
Tolstoy tradition. Indeed, “November 
1916” is not “War and Peace,” but 
some of the same adjectives could be 
used to describe both books: ambitious, 
panoramic yet intimate, prodigiously 
researched, invested with a strong sense 
of verisimilitude. 

A kind of political fable frames 
Solzhenitsyn's broad-shouldered tale. 
The central action reveals the inabUity of 
a self-absorbed, wishful liberalism to 
respond effectively to foe condition of a 
country being bled white by war and 
hiring the dread menace of a revolution 
that will utterly destroy the old order. 

“November 1916” in this sense de- 
picts two opposing points of view, two 
modes of action. Chi the one side are 
various members of the Russian elite: 
academics, doctors, forward-looking of- 
ficers in foe czar’s anny. This portion of 
Russian society strives to find some for- 
mula by which the corrupt and incom- 
petent ancien fogime (incarnated by the 
meddlesome czarina and her mystical 
spiritual guide, Rasputin) can be over- 
thrown even as the elite remains in 
power. On the other is Lenin, shown 
living in exile in Zurich, Switzerland, 
waiting fur his chance and using his 
implacable and trenchant logic to fo- 
ment the civil war that will eradicate the 
old- order and give him vastly greater 
power than foe czar ever dreamed of. 

Probably foe most important of 
Sobhenitsyn’s many characters is Georgi 
Vorotyntsev, an army colonel who Has 
spent the war at the front and has come to 
believe that Russia will destroy itself if 
the war continues. Vorotyntsev goes to 
St. Petersburg to meet with Alexander 
Guchkov, a leading mititaxy officer (and 
historical figure) who, in Solzhenitsyn’s 
account, tried to drum op support among 
the senior generate for a coop d’fitat. 

- Vorotyntsev has lon^ conversations 
with foe Kadets, Russia’s liberal re- 
formers, and eventually with other mil- 
itary leaders, including Gruchkov, but 


he finds nobody who shares his view that 
the only salvation for Russia is to get out 
of die war. Many opinions are elo- 
quently expressed as Vorotyntsev makes 
his rounds, but most eloquent of all is his 
own description of the slaughter taking 
place at foe front, a slaughter that goes on 
while Kadets and senior generals alike 
speak to each other in nonexperiential 
generalities. 

Indeed, Vorotyntsev’s soldier’ s-eye 
view of the war is stunning in its con- 
creteness, an impressive piece of his- 
torical reconstruction. We, foe readers, 
moreover, believe him and his dire pre- 
dictions for the future of Russia because 
Solzhenitsyn has already taken us to the 
front in his opening chapters. We have 
seal for ourselves, as it were, how a 
ioutinized absurdity and the superiority 
of the German enemy have made foe 
legendary courage of the Russian soldier 
almost obsolete. 

“Whose task is it to prevent the con- 
flagration from engulfing Russia?” 
Vorotyntsev at erne point asks Gruchkov 
and another officer. ‘ ‘Who has to be on 
the alert, to forestall foe elemental 
forces, who if not ourselves, foe leaders 
of Russian society, the strong and ac- 
tive? It is our duty. And it is also in our 
interest politically.” 

Paradoxically, Vorotyntsev’s conser- 
vative clarity is matched only by foe 
revolutionary clarity of Lenin, whose 
genius was to perceive what the liberal 
intelligentsia did not that the way to 
topple tiie old order was to posh workers 
and soldiers into rebellion, not to fight 
the war more effectively but to stop 
fighting the war altogether. “What the 
proletariat needs is civil war,” Lenin 
tells his followers. 

Of course, in contrast with Solzhen- 
itsyn’s .characters., we know what 
happened a year later, when Lenin did 
come to power, and in the decades after 
that And our knowledge lends Solzhen- 
itsyn’s stray a piquancy that can only 
crane from watching people marching 
toward a tragedy that they could avoid if 
only they knew what we know. 

New York Times Service 
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By Alan Truscott 
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HERE are many ways to 
learn to play bridge and 
id one’s skills, most of 
have been around for a 
century. You can, in a pinch, 
get instructicm- from your 
rase or amply sit down and 
ty. Better is to read a book 
an established authority, 
a professional teacher or. 
•h experts in .action. But 
jhere is a higher level stilL 
• More than 60 years ago, a 
gadget called Autobridge, 
still available, made it pbs- 


watch 




J •- 


deals 
to 


0 metal slitters 

bids aod cards. The 


modem version; vastly more 
scqtiusticated, requires a com- 
puter.. If you- have an IBM 
compatible with Windows 
and three megabytes of hard 
disk space,, you can use 
Private Bridge Lessons de- 
veloped oy Michael 
Lawrence wifo software by 
Fred Gitehnan. Volume 2, 
wifo more than 100 deals, is 
available for $37.95, includ- 
ing mailin g, from Michael 
Lawrence, 131 Alvarado 
Road,' Berkeley, California 
94705. 

On the diagramed deal 
from the program. South 
lands in two spades, a 
four-three fit. Notice that 
those who refuse to wise with 


three cards in such positions 
get the wont of it here. A 
rebid of one no-trmnp would 
end the bidding and North 
would be doomed to a 
one-trick defeat, making just 
the six obvious nicks. 

In two spades, after a heart 
lead. South tm^bt attempt to 
make ure of htechfo suit, Thar 
wifi foil because the clubs do ' 
not split evenly. The defense 
will shift to tramps, with de- 
risive impact. 

. The road to success is 
a dummy reversal. South 


NORTH (D) 
4 A J10 
9A864 

■> Afl75 
*54 


WEST 
*752 
9 Q J IB 5 

e q j'< 2 

* A J 


EAST 
. 4804 

P K 9 7 3 
4K6 
* K 1083 

SOUTH 
4KQ93 

0 1083 
* Q 9 7 6 2 
Both sides were vulnerable. The 


must ruff a heart ar every op- uaung; 
pdztumty. He will then score J*”* - p* *“* 

force ruffe in' his hand, three 1 * ■ .JJJJ. . JS 

trump tricks eventually m the mbs m pw 

dummy and the two red aces. Whi led the bean queen. 


Letters intended for publication 
should be addressed “ Letters to the 
Editor " and contain ihe writer’s sig- 
nature, name and full address. Letters 
should be brief and are subject to 
editing. We cannot be responsible for 
the return of unsolicited manuscripts. 


wood conservatives. 

It is telling that the co-chair of foe 
Committee for Silence is Leone Han- 
key, a 45-year-old lawyer and activist 
with no connection to blacklisting or 
Hollywood. “All foe people who 
were blacklisted died off or are in- 
cnsdiblyold,” she says. “I’m dealing 

vision, the ’60s miniseries became a 
nostalgia ratings bonanza by recalling 
struggles over civil rights and the Vi- 
etnam War, fights that seem a lot more 
compelling than an impeachment im- 
broglio that turned on who touched 
whom where. 

The New York Times. 
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Coming Soon to a Theater Near You: Digital Movies 


Riding Into the Sunset 


By James Steragold 

New York Times Service 


If several demonstrations here re- socdanon of Theater Owners, 
cently are a guide, the exhibitors will Then there is the issue of quality and 
observe a quality that is sharp, with consistency. In the process of making 

1 i £ . • ^ ' A. lnei’l 



Many movie theaters have been equipped to 
play films with digital sound tracks since the 
mid-1990s. But now the theaters are poised 
to take the ultimate 


TODAY’S PROJECTORS 


digital step: doing 
away with film 
altogether by 
showing movies ^ 
reproduced from 
purely digital signals. 
Here is how the two 
technologies 
compare. 


by new technologies, from computer- blotches of dust that often mar much- gin to show serious wear after 30 or so 
ized dinosaurs and other special effects used theater prints. The theater owners screenings, experts say. 
to the collection and analysis of box- are expected to witness, in short, the Electronic cinema would do away 
office data. birth of “electronic cinema." with many of those 'problems. Movies 

< , . 3 U..J .... tn- 


SRi 

I 


office data 

But even with all the digital wizardry, 
motion picture reels are still made 
through a chemical film process and then 


“The technology now exists to bu3d would still be shot, and edited, on ba- 


the projectors," said Dong Darrow, 
manager for market and business de- 


projected onto screens using technology velopment of the electronic projector film. Then, using a machine called a 
that has changed in the past century business ofTexas Instruments. “The real telecine, the digitized print would be 


r ational 35-fflm film, and the end- 
product would be at least initially on 
film Then, using a machine called a 


made, and every : 


DfGfTAL PROJECTOR • 

Ac marie huTnmci Inotnirnsnts 


about as much as buttered popcorn. issues are economics and emotion." made, and every sub 

Now, the industry is on the threshold Phil Singleton, president of American would be a perfect r 

of what many experts say is a break- Multi-Cinemas Inc., a chain with 236 be no wear and tear 

through that could bring dramatic theaters, added: “We can’t wait for the 

change to the economics of movie theat- day when we’re unshackled from the F I 1 he image that 

ers and to the movie-going experience. 35mm prims. But conversion is first and I the theaters w< 


umt digital copy 
ca. There would 

n each showing. 


ers and to the movie-going experience. 


Assuming that financial hurdles and foremost the biggest problem to face.* 



industry politics can be overcome, the Theater owners insist that tbe outlays stead of the projector 
potential benefits include silver-screen for installing the new projectors, which by shining a bright lit 
images free of lint and scratches, new are expected to cost roughly $100,000 fum, die new. digital 
types of in-theater special effects and the for each system, compared with about generating the image 


potential benefits include silver-screen for installing the new projectors, which 
images free of lint and scratches, new are expected to cost roughly $100,000 


he image that people would see in 
the theaters would still be cast by a 
projector upon a screen. But m- 
atne projector producing the image 
nmg a bright light through a strip of 
he new, digital projector would be 
itmg the image from data stored as 


projection lens ability of theater owners across the court- $30,000 for a conventional projection computer code — the way an audio copy- 


try to have the same access to first-run booth, will have to be shared. 


hits as urban cinemas. 


There’s going to have to be some video 


pact disk player or the new home 


or DVD, players 


Within two years, movie theaters are studio subsidy of tbe installation of these digital data into sounds and images. 


expected to begin installing the first gen- projectors.” said one studio executive, ‘ T went into one dcxnonstration where 

eration of digital projectors. Reels of 35 who asked not to be identified. “Until we tbe only way 1 could tell tbe difference 
millimeter film — which are several feet know exactly how that will work I’m not between toe-film and the electronic ver- 
in diam eter and heavy — would be re- willing to say anything." sion was that the- film one had that jittery 

placed with electronic projectors that use What no one doubts is the benefits the movement ami the electronic one 
magnetic tape or digital disks. new systems will create. For one, the didn't," said Martin Coben, head of post- 

On March 10, at a meeting of tbe studios will no longer have to process and production at DreamWorks SKG. 1 ‘They 
National Association of Theater Owners, ship thousands of reels of film. Each print are down to the nitty-gritty. They're n- 
two new electronic projectors — one by costs about $2,000, and a major film nally in the ball park on the quality.’’ 
Texas Instruments Inc. that relies on a requires as many as 5,000 prims. Those But there are also questions. It is es- 
chip with more than a million, tiny mirrors, costs would all but vanish under the new timated that studios lose perhaps a total 
and a competing technology using what is systems, in which entire movies could be of $3 billion a year or more to illegal 
called a light valve produced by Hughes- sent to theaters through a satellite signal, copying of films. Most studios fear mat 
JVC — will demonstrate what they can ‘‘Ash stands, mostofthe savings would if movies are sent to theaters through a 
do. The same four-minute film clip will be go to the studios and tbe costs would go to satellite transmission, pirates might be 
shown on each of the new projectors, as tbe theater owners," said W illiam Kar- able to intercept die signal and steal a 
well as a traditional 35mm projector. tozian, the president of the National As- perfect copy. 


1 . Light from 
a bulb enters 
a prism and 
is reflected 
into three 
other prisms 
— one blue, 
one red and 
one green. 


2. Each colored prism has a 
microchip, called a digital 
micromirror device, which holds 
about 500,000 tiny hinged 
mirrors. The chip decodes toe 
digital movie signal from a 
computerized playback device 
and rotates each mirror, up to 
1 ,000 times a second. 


3. After 
bouncing off 
toe minors, 
the light 
mterstoe 
projector. When 
combined, the red, green 
and blue light allow toe 
projector to reproduce any 
color image. 


sion was that the film one had that jittery 


What no one doubts is the benefits the movement and the electronic one 
new systems will create. For one, tbe didn’t." said Martin Coben, head of post- 


fflmnUtoo by John Hnvdt 
pJvxopnpte by Mark Grafoxn 
(Texas InsinnocnU digital projector) 
and Ozier Mohamad/ 
NYTXoM projector) 


well as a traditional 35mm projector. 


Choreographers and the Computer: It’s a Pas de Deux 


By Jennifer Dunning 

Nr* York Times Service 


N EW YORK — Dance has been handed 
down for centuries from one body to an- 
other. But little by little it has been moving 
into the electronic era. Technology has been used in 
dance for several decades to record and reproduce 
existing choreography, but the means and results 
have exponentially grown more sophisticated in 
recent years. 

Technology has also been used increasingly to 
ornament or enhance the look and content of dances 
on a stage and even to affect how they unfold. And 
now technology is being used as a creative tool for 
choreographers. Today's computer technology can 
make important contributions to the inherently 
visual art of dance, and dance contributes to the 
evolution of the technology, as it did with film. 

At one end of the technological spectrum are 
software programs that drastically cut the time 
necessary to set up and study dance notation scores 
and can create comprehensive archival Web sites, 
databases for dance teachers and records of little- 
known work. A heady development at the other end 
of the spectrum is “virtual dance," generated by 
and for the computer. 

In “Ghost catching.” a recent virtual dance in- 
stallation at Cooper Union created by Paul Kaiser 
and Shelley Hshkar of toe Riverbed new-media 
studio in Manhattan, elegantly drawn figures moved 
through space that seemed eerily three-dimensional 
in an abstraction of a dance by Bill T. Jones. 

Another example is Ralph Lemon's “Minors 
and Smoke," created at Arizona State University’s 
Institute for Studies in tbe Arts in Tempe, a CD- 





Working with Mr. Kaiser and Ms. Eshkar, Mr. 
Pjinnmgham has also Choreographed a mnlrimffdia 

piece to be performed by his company this year. 

Alwin Nzkolais’s experimentations with stage 
light and shape be ginning in toe mid-1960s led to 
dances, that abstracted toe human body and tbe 
ways it moved. Trisha Brown used comparatively 


advanced technology to explore interactive per- 
formance in her 1989 “Astral Convertible/’ a 
piece, designed by Robert Rauschenberg, in which 
dancers activated electronic sensors that in tom 
activated the lighting and mn«n r, 

Today, however, Robb Lovell and John Mitchell 
have upped tbe ante considerably with Intelligent 
Stage. Developed at Arizona State, the program 
allows performers to produce sound, li ghting and. 
video imagery in new, once unimaginable ways. 
thro ugh onstage movement-sensing systems and 
computercontrblled stage media. 

Another active area is the dance department at 
Ohio State University in Cohimbus, where A. Wil- 
liam Smith has created programs like “Interactive 
Multimedia Dance," a CD-ROM that can help a 
dance company save money by creating prototypes 
of virtual sets and scores In virtual space. - 
Mr. Smith and Mr. Mitchell were among the 
representatives of more than 20 institutions that 


participated in “Decade of Dance Preservation 
Symposium," a seminal conference held last year 


‘Ghostcatching’’ took the movements of a dancer and abstracted them for drawn figures. 


ference at Arizona State University this week. 
Information about the conference is available on its 
Web site: isa.faMsu.edu/IDAT99. 

Richard Loveless, director of the institute at 


he said. “That’s an incredible form of art But there 
are other art forms that can derive from that, and 
that’s what we're interested in exploring.” 

Using computer technology to compose dance 


ROM in which tbe viewer walks through tbe many Arizona State, describes the form as an “extension goes back about a decade. Merce Cunningham began 


chambers of a dance for electronic space by Mr. 
Lemon. 

The implications are considerable, both philo- 
sophically and for toe day-to-day life of dance. 
Could stages and studios soon be athing of the past. 


of live performing." 

“This is not a simulation of what is live,’ 


testing the boundaries of human movement and 


Rnby v«hincf» at toe Joyce SoHo Theater. Sponsored by Preserve 
figures. Inc., a service organization for performing arts 
documentation and preservation, the conference 
. But there offered a dizzying overview of practical and fant- 
i that, and astic new programs and toe uses to which they are 
being put in dance. 

ose dance The field has very little control of the new 
lam began technology. Most dance companies and independ- 
ment and eat choreographers still do not have access to or 


said. “Dance becomes something else. This is not computer composition program called Life Forms, 
about how you displace the live performance but Capable of astonishing physical feats, the figures 


theatrical space in 1991 using animated figures in a cannot afford toe latest equipment for good elec- 
computer composition program called Life Forms, tronic documentation of their woric, an increasingly 


how you extend its boundaries to other s; 


as some expect? Is virtual dance the future of where other populations exist to experience 


gave Mr. Cunningham new choreographic ideas. 

In “Ghostcatching" and some other virtual 


serious handicap in an electronic age. And though 
once unimaginable ways are opening up to create 
once unimaginable kinds of dance, these tools are 


dance? Those questions are sure to be discussed in Mr. Kaiser is just as emphatic. “Nothing can dances, figures “capture motion,'’ in Mr. Kaiser's being used almost entirely by technologists rather 
“International Dance and Technology ’99, "a con- replace seeing a human being perforating on stage,” words, edging toward tbe look of animated cartoons, than by experienced choreographers. 


REBIRTH OF A WEB SITE: An ordered the creator: 
anti-abortion Web site that was removed about $107 milli o 
from toe Internet shortly after a federal Planned Paremhooc 
court ruled it a threat to abortion doctors argued that toe ma 
and other advocates of abortion rights is threat on their lives, 
back on-line, while another copy of toe Jonathan O’TooIi 
original site was posted Monday at a tbe Christian Gailer 
separate address by a Netherlands-based eluded toe original 
free speech advocate. pages, said Monday 


ordered toe creators of the site to pay and well as free-speech advocates. “We 

C l m a: A - ’ 


about $107 million in damages to did get a lot of people offering to help. 


Planned Parenthood and doctors who he said, noting that he was “oveijoyed’ 
argued that toe material constituted a that toe site is again on-line. 


TEST FOR THE Y2K BUG: A man 
who solved the riddle of Rubik’s cube 


Now 30, be and a team of software 
experts at London-based WSP Business 


has invented a test kit to detect where the Technology have developed Delta-T 


Jonathan O’Toole, who assists with 
the Christian Gallery Web site that in- 
cluded the original Nuremberg Files 
pages, said Monday that a new host for 


Mr. O’Toole said he was unaware of 


millennium computer bug will strike. 
At the age of 12. Patrick Bossert shot 


toe Dutch site, which was set up by a to fame when he worked out his own 


free-lance writer in Amsterdam, Karin 
Spaink. Mr. Spaink said in a telephone 
interview that although she favors a 


The Nuremberg Files site contains, the site had been found and that it was woman’s right to abortion and detests 


solution to the mystifying cube and 
wrote a best-seller about it that sold 1.5 
million copies. 


Probe, a program that can work out 
whether microchips embedded in elec- 
tronic equipment are likely to fail on Jan. 
1, 2000, because inadequate program- 
ming will cause them to mistake 2000 
for toe year 1900. ( Reuters ) 


among other things, names, home ad- 
dresses and license plate numbers of 
many abortion doctors and their family 
members. 

Doctors on the list who have been 
killed are indicated by a line drawn 
through their names. About three weeks 


placed back on-line Saturday. 


toe site, sbe was nonetheless moved to 


bole said toe host was based in toe post it because she believes it merits free 


United States, but would not identify the 
publisher further. 

Mr. O’Toole said the Nuremberg site 


speech protection. 


CROSSWORD 


operators encountered little difficulty 
finding a new host for toe site and had 


NO SQUATTERS ALLOWED: 
The American-based Internet search 
firm Yahoo! Inc. will seek unspecified 

m r> n «■ it 11 in T 


ACROSS 


through their names. About three weeks finding a new host for toe site and had firm Yahoo! Inc. will seek unspecified 
ago, a federal jury in Portland, Oregon, received offers from abortion opponents damages from “cybersq natters'’ in In- 
dia in a patent case, lawyers for the 


Technology stock indexes around the world: 


North America 


Pacific Stock Exchange 


S&PTech Composite 


Europe 

Morgan Stanley Eurotec 


Tuesday dose 

Pet. change 
previous week 

Pet change, 
year to date 

494.57 

Y; ' " ■ 

+10.10 

1,280.93 


+9.65 

659.58 

»■ ■■■/..,. /■„ .. . 

+8.04 

1,617.85 

;vrv-*f3.28 ‘ 

+4.88 


Topix Electric 1,617.85 +4. 

Source: Morgan SQfitey , Btoamberg News .,1 , \ . 

For technology articles from the past week , see TnbTech on the IKTs 
World Wide Web site at http^/www.ihLcom. Articles indude: 


• Softbank Trims Its Stake m Yahoo. 

Fab. 18 

-An On-Line Outpouring Helps a Family 
Endure, Feb- 18 

■Cell-Phone Users Get a Spelling 
Shortcut, Fab. 18 


* Free-for-Afl in Britain, Where Web 
Surfers Needn't Pay, Fab. is 

* An Olivetti Bid (or Telecom Italia. 

Fab. 2041 

■ Crisis at E-Trade: A Cautionary Tale. 
Fab. 24 

* BSkyB and Canal Plus Generate a Buzz, 
Fab. 2« 


To teach TYtoTecfl etBus or to comment on IHTtech coverage, send e^naa to iranschfllhLcom, 

Imenuiiurta! HwaMThbme 


company said. 

An Indian court granted an injunction 
Friday to the Santa Clara, California- 
based Yahoo!, which has brought a civil 
suit against “Yahooindia,” whose 
World Wide Web site resembles toe 
familiar Yahoo! home page and offers 
India-related services and information. 

Yahooindia is run by New Delhi- 
based NetUnk Internet Solutions. This 
week, its Internet page read only: "Under 
Construction. Please Come Back Later." 
The company’s lawyer, Harish Malhotra, 
said he would appeal the injunction keep- 
ing Yahooindia from operating or seek- 
ing advertising pending a final ruling. 

“Yahoo is a common ward in trade 
circles," Mr. Malhotra said “No one 
can own toe name.” 

Yahoo! attorneys said toe ruling was a 
rarity in a case related to toe Internet, 
which is rife with toe practice of cyber- 
squatting, or copying of domain names. 

“We are seeking punitive damages," 
said Pravin Anand, a Yahoo! counsel. 
“Let this case be a deterrent for cyber- 
squaiters." 

He said the ruling also rebutted toe 
notion that Indian courts offer little re- 
dress to domestic and foreign com panies 
in cases of patent law violations. (AP) 
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Solution to Puzzle of Feb. 24 
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1 Ceberetstnger 
Mercer etel. 

2 Cass of the 

Mamas and the 


3 Sen. FeJnstam 

4 Epitome of 
simplicity 

sHooch 

SOimb(up) 

7GoodbasebaB 

throws 

•Somewhat 

Suffix 

9 Hospital image 

10 Jewish festival 

11 Ofiettantes 


12 Strands 
is Corker 
17 Everyday names 
2 * "Yeah, right- 
24 1965 Pulitzer 
novelist Shkiey 
Ann 

28 “A® nod' 
comeb a ck 

29 Jeans brand 

32 Baseball 
HaB-of-Famer 
Duke 
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38 Athlete's 

problem 

37 Cash dispenser. 

for shod 
» Curse 
40 Heavyweight 
champ of 
1892-97 
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21 
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walk 

4« Calculator figure - 
49 Drill through 
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64 Advances 

36 French sfik 
so Endorses 
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New Engines 
Can Improve 
Web Searches 


By Margot Williams 

mtshatgton Post Service 


W ashington — internet ' 

search engines are getting 
bigger, but they do not 
seem to be getting smarter. I am 
often frustrated by a lengthy “hit 
list" loaded with irrelevant or 
nonexistent pages. . 

Sometimes while eyeballing the 
umpteenth irrelevant link, I wonder 
who decided this one was useful. 
Usually it was a machine. Ana when 
l find a really great link on toe 10th 
page of a hit list, I wonder who 
placed it so low on the list Again, 
usually it was a machine. 

Now come some innovative en- 
gines that use something that is of- 
ten better than artificial intelli- 
gence: They analyze W eb traffi c 
patterns and use them to determine 
the relevance that a page’s contort 
has to a searcher’s query. 

Google ( www.google.com ) is a 
new search engine that takes ad- 
vantage of the cyberspace commu- 
nity’s collective expertise. Just as 
you trust the links on a really good 
site to get you to other good pages, - 
Google crawls the Web scooping up 
hyperlinks and using them to decide 
how important a page is by who is 
pointing to it. 

Sergey Brin, president of Google, 
says mat users get higher quality 
and more relevant results with this 
page-ranking method. Google also 
considers your search terms’ prox- 
imity on toe page, whether they 
appear in headlines or text and other 
fee tors to determine relevance. 

When you enter a word or phrase 
into toe search box on Google’s no- 
frills home page, you retrieve a list 
of results and instructions on how to 
interpret them. The site is still in a 
test mode and the results display is 
overtechnical and somewhat con- 
fusing. But toe results are fast and 
on target The top result is so often 
just right that Google offers an ‘ Tm 
feeling lucky” button taking you 
directly to toe site of toe first hit 
When I tried to search Altavista, 
wwwjUgitaljaliavista.com, one of 
toe biggest and oldest search en- 
gines, lor “Salt Lake City 
Olympics,” none of toe first 10 re- 
sults was relevant but in Google, 8 
of 10 hit the spot No. 1 was' die 
f tiigtettriBgTComnnttee’s home page. 

Another search engine that draws 
cm traffic patterns is Direct Hit 
(www directhit.com ), which de- 
termines relevancy and ranking 
based on which Web addresses pre- 
vious searchers have selected from 
search result lists and how ranch 
time they spent looking at toe se- 
lected pages. It then pulls a list of the 
“top 10’’ ranked relevant sites and 
delivers them to you. 

Other Web ventures that rate sites 
by vote, like WiseWire and Firefly, 
are limited by subjective responses 
and a relatively low number of re- ' 
spouses. But Direct Hit taps a vo- 
luminous database of searchers' 
clicking behaviors. 

In HotBot, tbe top 10 sites re- 
trieved in my seartto for “Van 
Gogh" included seven links to 
shopping sites (including toe Van 
Gogh mousepad and toe Van Gogh 
two-story, five-bedroom borne 


model). The Direct Hit “Top 10 
Most Visited Sites" link took me to 


six topicalpages about Vincent Van 
Gogh, including the Van Gogh In- 
formation Gallery and tbe Nether- 
lands tourist bureau. 

Is it a search engine or a pop- 
ularity contest? I don’t know, but it 
seems to work. Maybe search en- 
gines are getting smarter after alL 


Margot Williams is a researcher 
for The Washington Post and can be 
e-mailed at wiUiams@wash- 
post.com. 
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^4 4 Global 9 Big Board Braces for Longer Hours 


By Ian the Jeanne Dugan 

Washington Post Service 
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, YORK — Die tough new world 
of 24-hour global markets and electronic 
share trading has finally caught up with 
Wall Street. 

The New York Stock Exchange ac- 
knowledged this week that it must ex- 
tend its trading hours to appease foreign 
investors and moonlight amateurs who 
are being targeted by competitors de- 
veloping new forums to buy and sell 
stocks after the exchange’s closing bell 
at 4 P .ML in New York. 

The exchange tentatively plans to 
open “a few hours earlier” beginning in 
June 2000 to trade non-U.S. stocks. Ul- 
timately, trading could be extended to all 
stocks, and the hours could range from 5 
A.M. to midnight, Richard. Grasso, the 
chairman of the exchange, said Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Grasso acknowledged that as 
businesses increasingly become blind to 


ic borders, the world can no 
longer trade U.S. stocks only on U.S. 
ti®e. ‘“Hie growth, in global investing 
will not allow markets to be competitive 
if they constrain themselves to a timt* 
clock," he said. 

The exchange is seeking to expand its 
contingent of non-U.S. corporations, 
which now account for 15 percent of its 
listings. But to attract European traders 
and compete with exchanges in London 
and Tokyo, in partic ular , it must open 
before 9:30 A.M. Eastern time. 

The shift to extended hours would 
hold broad implications for Wall 
Street 

It would force on-line securities firms 
to revamp back-office operations, be- 
cause they now process orders by day 
and settle them at night And it will 
challenge the entire system ofBig Board 
market makers, known as specialists, 
who match buyers and sellers on the 
floor of the exchange, raising funda- 
mental questions about their future role 


as individual investors make their own 
deals with one another around the 
clock. 

But the Big Board is moving in this 
direction not only because it mnst win 
more foreign business but also because it 
is under growing pressure to accom- 
modate individual U.S. investors, who 
increasingly research stocks after work 
and place orders. The only forum now 
for after-hours investing comes from 
Instinet Coro-, a subsidiary of Reuters 
Holdings PLC, which is limited to in- 


stitutions making large trades. 

e of competitors is seeking 


Anew wave i 
to extend this ability " to individual in- 
vestors. Among the biggest is Island 
ECN lac.; a subsidiary of the hading 
firm Datek Online Holdings Corp., 
which is already open from 8 AJtf. to 
5:15 P.M., handling almost 100 million 
trades a day from retail brokers spon- 
soring individuals. Island’s president, 
Matthew Andresen, said it soon could 
match buyers and sellers around the 


dock, when there are enough customers 
to keep orders flowing. 

‘Teople are window-shopping, and 
the stores are closed," Mr. Andresen 
said. "There’s a huge demand-’’ 

Wh Capital Corn., a New York se- 
curities fi™, also plans soon to open a 
24-hour stock exchange (hat would com- 
pete with die Big Bond, and the Nasdaq 
Stock Market fear listings. “The reality is 
that three years from now, the New York 
Stock Exchange won’t look anything like 
it does today, said Andrew Klein, Wit 
Capital’s founder and chief strategist. 

Bill Burnham, a technology analyst ax 
CS First Boston Group, estimates that 15 
percent to 20 percent of all orders are 
placed at night, often creating a chaotic 
opening for both NYSE and Nasdaq 
stocks. 

“This proves that there’s a big de- 
mand for after-hours trading,” he said. 
“You’re going to get night trading soon. 



See NYSE, Page 12 
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The floor of the New York Stock Exchange during a day of heavy- trading^ 




Y2KBug 
Is Deemed 
World Crisis 


Countries Are at Risk, 

• A Senate Report Warns 


By Stephen Barr 

Washington Post Service 
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WASHINGTON — A report on the 
year 2000 computer problem prepared by 
a special Senate panel warns that a num- 
ber of countries and U.S. economic sec- 
tors, especially the health-care industry, 
appear at significant risk of technological 
failures and business disruptions. 

The report, scheduled for release this 
week by Senator Robot Bennett, Re- 
publican of Utah, and Senator Chris- 
topher Dodd, Democrat of Connecticut, 
includes a letter to Senate colleagues 
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describing the problem of computers’ 
uze dates starting Jan. 1, 
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ability to recognize i 
2000, popularly known as Y2K, as a 
’worldwide crisis” and “one of the most 
serious and potentially devastating events 
this nation has ever encountered!” 

The report is the most i 
assessment of the Y2K problem-to ap- 
pear as companies and governments 
Scramble to fix their computer systems. 

■ The report concludes mat the biggest 
Y2K impact “will occur internation- 
ally.’ ’ In particular. Japan and Venezuela 
seem to have miscalculated the time and 
money needed to fix the computer glitch, 
according to die draft report 

Relying on surveys by consultants, 
the report suggests chat Japan “may 
have underestimated the resources 
heeded to address the problem,’ ’ noting 
that major Japanese banks have indi- 
cated far lower repair costs than U.S. 
banks. 

Venezuela and Saudi Arabia lag from 
a year to 18 months behind the United 
States in Y2K preparations, raising con- 
cerns about toe availability of oil and 
other critical imports, the report said. 

Intern ati onal aviation and foreign air- 
ports also appear at risk, and ‘ flight 
rationing to some areas and countries is 
possible,” it said. 

In assessing U.S. preparedness, the 
draft report reserved some of its 


strongest language for the health-care 
industry, concluding it “is one of the 
worst-prepared for Y2K and^ carries a 
significant potential for harm.’ ’ 


Inside, but Not in, the Euro Zone 


Switzerland is surrounded by countries that are part of the 11-nation euro currency ; 
nation, it has no plans to join the group, but many Swiss companies and banks will 
to help maintain their extensive business ties with the rest of Europe. 


1998 Swiss Trade 


IMPORTS 

$147 billion 

EXPORTS 

$150 billion 

TOTAL 

$297 billion 
« 


RELAND 1 

1.2% 


PERCENTAGE OF SWISS 

TOTAL TRADE WITH EACH COUNTRY 



South Korean Union Vows 
4 AU-Out Battle’ Over Jobs 


Source: Swiss Customs Administration 


Euro ’s Attractions Not Lost on Swiss 

Banks Lead the Way to Accommodation of Neighbors* New Currency 


By John Tagliabue 

New York Times Service 


ZURICH — The chief executive of a leading machinery 
company says that in five years his company will adopt the 
euro. A city council debates whether its citizens 


be 



Europe’s new single currency? 

No, Switzerland, which could not join the 1 1 nation s that 
have embraced the euro even if it wanted to, because it is not 
a member of the European Union. 

The arrival of the euro is adding fuel to the debate about 
whether die Swiss, recently immersed in a pained dis- 
cussion of their financial role as a neutral nation durin g the 
Nazi conquest of much of Europe, should forfeit their 
cherished separateness as Europe unifies all around them. 

The country is not expected to give up the venerable 
Swiss franc in the short or medium term, if ever. The people 
are divided, their political parties even mare so, and a land 
of glacial public debate — where issues are subjected again 
and again to refereodums — can hardly expect an early or 
easy dedsian. Bankers are less concerned about which 
currency to choose than about die bubble in world stock 
markets or the financial crisis in Brazil. 

But none of this has kept die Swiss, especially complies 
with extensive outside ties, from approaching the emo with an 


affection thated ^ aft t that of some of their larger neighbors. 

“For us, the euro has become a reality, a new and 
convenient currency,” said Fritz Fahnri, chief executive of 
Sulzer AG, a $4 billion -a-year industrial group whose 
products range from weaving machines to m edical devices 
such as pacemakers. Within five years, Mr. Fahmi said, the 
euro could supplant die Swiss franc as the official cunency 
at Sulzer, which does more than half of its business else- 
where in Europe. 

The euro, even in the II participating nations, remains a 
bookkeeping and securities-trading phenomenon until 


2002, when euro bills and coins will come into circulation. 
In this country, acceptance of die euro started for the most 
part with the banks, which risked losing international busi- 
ness if they were not prepared. 

“Some of the banks we do business with, especially in 


France and Germany, were not very well prepared,” said 
Klaus WeDershoff, chief economist for Switzerland at the 
Warburg Dillon Read unit of the Swiss bank UBS AG. 

The Swiss franc, die pillar of this small country’s fi- 
nancial might, may be too cancdal a strut of Swiss prosperity 
to be jettisoned soon. Still, the reasons for euro enthusiasm 
seem dear. Switzerland, with just over 7 million people, is 
surrounded by four euro nations — Germany, France, Italy 
and Austria — and conducts about 70 percent of its trade 
with the 15 nations of the European Union; so it is quickly 


See EURO, Page 12 


By Don Kirk 

Internationa! Herald Tribune 


SEOUL — The Korean Confeder- 
ation of Trade Unions on Wednesday 
pledged an “all-out battle against the 
government,” pulling out of a commis- 
sion set up a year ago to address growing 
unemployment. 

The move came after President Kim 
Dae Jung suggested that more pain was 
on the way this year for the South 
Korean labor force. 

The response by the confederation, 
which has 600,000 members, mainly in 
heavy industries deemed essential to the 
recovery of the national economy, dram- 
atized the difficulties of placating in- 
creasing numbers of workers dismissed 
from their jobs as companies downsize 
or go out of business. 

The union president. Lee Kab Yong, 
announcing his union’s withdrawal from 
the commission set up by Mr. Kim after 


more unemployment was inevitable ui 
the coming months. 

"If we cannot restructure and carry 
out reforms," he said at a news con- 
ference called to mark (he first an- 
niversary of his presidency, "then the 
country will collapse." 

Mr. Kim said the government had to 
“minimize ihe pain of unemployment" 
and “must spread our safety net so the 
Korean people will survive." 

Analysts, however, said unemploy- 
ment insurance and public-works proj- 
ects still were inadequate to protect a 
growing army of unemployed, officially 
listed as more than 1 .6 million people, or 
7.7 percent of the work force. Unem- 
ployment insurance lasts for about six 
months; public-works programs now 


employ about 300,000 people. 


his inauguration as president a year ago, 

“for- 


c barged that the government was 
cing only workers to make sacrifices." 

At the same time, he said, the gov- 
ernment was building up more than $55 
billion in foreign-exchange reserves and 
forecasting 2 percent economic growth 
thisyear. ■ 

The withdrawal of the confederation 
from the commission was seen as a 
severe setback for Mr. Kim's efforts at 
uniting Koreans behind his economic- 
recovery campaign. The commission in- 
cludes representatives from business 
and government as well as labor. 

A less militant union, the Federation 
of Korean Trade Unions, which has 
more than l million members, remains 
on the commission. But a spokesman 
said it might also pull out The federation 
has been more cooperative toward the 
government than the Korean Confed- 
eration of Trade Unions, which dom- 
inates the labor movement in construc- 
tion, motor vehicles and shipbuilding. 

Spokesmen for both organizations 
said they planned a "spring labor of- 
fensive.” with thousands of workers 
walking out while the government en- 
courages major companies to merge in 
the interests of efficiency and profit- 
ability. A warning strike against auto- 
makers was called for Friday. 

Mr. Kim, calling unemployment Ko- 
rea’s biggest problem, suggested that 


don’t have an adequate safety 
net," said Park Nei Hei, an economics 
professor at Sogang University and ad- 
viser to Boston Consulting Co. here. 
“Many of those people who are our of 
work are permanently unemployed.” 

At the headquarters of a union of 
construction workers, the union’s vice 
president. You Ki Soo, said recent re- 
ports showing improvement in the econ- 
omy only masked the pain that workers 
still felt 

He said construction was among the 
hardest-hit industries. Only 400,000 
construction workers held permanent 


jobs, he said, while 1.6 million moved 
from site to site, doing well in good times 


and suffering without any kind of un- 
employment insurance when times were 


At a job center supported by the un- 
ion, the outlook was bleak. 

"Since last December, 400 people 
have applied for jobs," said Lee Kong 
Suk, president of the center. "We have 
350 people still waiting. The sale of 
apartment buildings and houses is so low, 
nobody wants to build them any more." 


Import Slump Widens Surplus 


South Korea posted a record trade 
surplus of $39 billion in 1998. but the 
dramatic rise was due mainly to a sharp 
decline in imports rather than a rebound 
in exports, Agence France-Presse report- 
ed Exports fell 2.8 percent year-on -year, 
io $132.3 billion, while imports plunged 
35.5 percent, to $93.3 billion, as the 
recession curbed demand. 




Wednestey that foe Y2K proM ^^ ^d Analysts Dispute VWs Pessimistic 9 99 Outlook 

cqnse breakdowns in nuclear reactors j § 



and strategic missile systems, midwinter 


power outages and disruptions in world 
trade and oil shipments. The Associated 


and oil shipments, 

Press reported. 

[General John Gordon of the air force, 
ty director of the CIA. emphasized 
re the Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee that gaps in information made it 
difficult to assess the scope of ttedam- 
age in other countries but added that 
midwinter power outages could have 
* "major humanitarian consequences in 
countries such as Russia and Ukraine. 

General Gordon said,. "We cmrently 
do not see a danger of unauthorized or 
inadvertent launch of ballistic missiles 
from any country due to i Y2K prob- 
lems.” Bathe said there could be serious 
local problems with missiles if temper- 
ature or humidity monitors break down 
and that problems in early-warning sys- 
tems could lead to incorrect informa- 
tion. 


■f* 

| Volkswagen AG 



CompOtdbyOurSuffPnsiDbputhei 

FRANKFURT — Volks- 
wagen AG shares fell sharply 
Wednesday after the com- 
pany said it might have to 
struggle to exceed its 1998 

gamin 


car 


world car market, a further 
improvement of foe group 
profit in 1999 seems hard to 
achieve from today’s point of 
view,” VW said. 

The warning surprised in- 
becanse of weaker vestors, who had expected 
but the stock re- foe popularity of VW f s new 


huge improvements in earn- 


ings,” he added. 
VW 




Err 


bounded after analysts said 
the company might have 
been too pessimistic. 

The snares were off as 
much as 12 percent in early 
trading but recovered later in 
the day to close at 63 euros 
($69.10). down 3.40. or 5.1 
percent. 

VW issued its warning late 
Tuesday when it reported a 
65 percent increase in its 
earnings for 1998. 

"Due to foe crisis-ridden 
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as the New 
Beetle and Audi TT Coupe to 
offset slowing worldwide 
sales growth. 

The cost of developing foe 
new models may have out- 
paced forecasts, while the ag- 
gressive use of the platform 
strategy — using the same 
chassis in several models — 
may not have reduced costs 
as much as expected, analysts 
said. 

“It’s a very worrying sig- 
nal,” said Albrecht Denning- 
bof, an auto industry analyst 
with Bankgesellschaft Berlin 
AG. “As VWg new models 
age, its competitors may have 
roam to take market share 
away from them.” 

But other analysts said 
VW was being too cautious 
and that its results would not 
be as bad as predicted, which 
helped (be recovery in VW 
shares in foe afternoon. 

“The profit warning took 
everyone by surprise, and it 
doesn’t fit with our general 
view of foe market," said 
Lofoar Lubinetzki, an analyst 
at Enskikia Securities in Lon- 
don. “In our view, it’s way 
too cautious, and they should 
be able to broaden profit mar- 
gins in 1999.” 

“They have, in previous 
years, been very cautious in 
committing themselves to 


said Tuesday after foe 
close of the market that its 
1998 group net profit 
climbed to 1.15 billion euros 
as sales increased 18.5 per- 
cent to 68.62 billion euros. 

After foe sharp drop in VW 

stock early Wednesday, a 
VW spokesman clarified that 
foe company’s 1999 outlook 
could be overtaken by a pos- 
itive course of events during 
foe year. 

‘ ’Maybe they are a little bit 
pessimistic because they 
don’t want their workers to 
d emand high wages now, 
which is a problem right now 


in Germany." said Peter Sg>- 
:e, an analyst at MM 


pelfrickc 

Warburg in Hamburg. 

“They should not be so 
pessimistic, because the mar- 
ket situation is not bad right 
now for Volkswagen,” he 
said. 

VW employs about 47,000 
workers at its Wolfsburg 
headquarters and a total of 
about 140.000 throughout 
Germany. VW wage nego- 
tiations are scheduled to be- 
gin next month. 

Germany’s largest indus- 
trial union. IG Metal], this 
month recommended that a 
32 percent pay rise plus a 1 
percent bonus agreed to in a 
14-month deal for the state of 
Baden-Wuezttembeig be 
adopted for 3.4 million work- 
ers in the sector nationwide. 

The wage agreement has 
been met with scathing crit- 
icism by employers. 

(Reuters. Bloomberg) 
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Imcnational Haald Tribune 


Very briefly: 


• Boeing Co., the world’s biggest aircraft builder, might sell 
or shut some of its weakest product lines after an internal 
review found it was not earning money from at least $1.3 
billion of its investments, about 10 percent of its total. 

• Diageo PLC, the world’s largest liquor company, agreed to 
sell the Christian Brothers brandy and wines business to 
Heaven Hill Distilleries Inc. and other brands to David 
Sherman Corp. and Sazerac Co. for $171 million to focus on 
Smirnoff vodka and other global labels. 

• Old Kent Financial Corp., the second biggest Michigan- 
based bank, is to buy a smaller competitor, CFSB Bancorp, 
for $242 million in stock, increasing its banking and mortgage 
businesses in its home state. 

• Cablevision Systems Corp., the New York cable-television 
operator, reported a fourth-quarter loss of $142.9 million, 
slightly more than expected, after the payment of preferred 
dividends, although cash flow on 
percent on higher subscriber revenue 


Dollar Rises 
Against Yen 
On Economy 

Compiled bjOtr Stiff Float Dapekha 

NEW YORK — The dollar rose 
against the yen Wednesday on ex- 
pectations that Japan will remain 
mired in recession while the U.S. 
economy steams ahead. 

The dollar continued to benefit 
from c omm ents made Tuesday by 
Alan Greenspan, chairman of the 
Federal Reserve Board. Mr. Green- 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

span said the U.S. economy was 
expanding at a “surprisingly ro- 
bust” pace with scant inflation, rais- 
ing speculation that interest rates 
may nse. 

“Our outlook over the long haul 
is one of dollar strength, given that 
we don't see die U.S. economy 
slowing down at all," said Jay 
Wong at Payden & Rygel in Los 
Angeles. 

In 4 P.M. trading, the dollar rose 
to 121.67 yen from 120.92 yen late 
Tuesday in New York. 

It also gained slightly against the 
euro, which was trading at $ 1.1000 
compared with $ 1 . 1 007 on Tuesday , 
but it fell to 1.4462 Swiss francs 
from 1.4484 francs. The pound slid 
to $1.5965 from $1.6150. 

Meanwhile, the Central Bank of 
Brazil intervened in currency mar- 
kets to prop up the real, the first such 
move since the currency was freed 
to float a gains t the dollar last 
month. 

The real was at 2.04 to the dollar 
after the intervention, stronger than 
its low point of 2.07 to the dollar but 
slightly weaker than its level of 2.00 
to the dollar Tuesday. 

(Bloomberg, AF P) 


Speed Lane on the Cyber-Highway to Be Tested 

way,” said Douglas Van Houwel- Internet by creating a members-ouly services ^S^h^^d^laur^^he 

in a nn>0/knf /if flu I juonnln Av . (..a” ' . a» «HMrnl bffl- Denver. QW65t De»P CU X .J 


ingi president, of the University Cor- “fast tone’ ’ — u least Severn! bm- an estimated 

porahon for Advanced Internet De- died times as fast as Internet users project Dy aqnauus _ 

WASHINGTON — A pioneering velopmeot, which is overseeing the are accustomed to- caoacitv - far 

u — — w— « ■=-* - name from a fiber-optic network capa^y 


research and education computer 
network called the Abilene Project 
went on-line in the United States on 
Wednesday in a test of what is re- 
garded as the successor to today's 
Internet. 


built from an array of donated com- 
mercial products: Cisco Systems 
Inc. and Nortel Networks are pro- 


project. Mr. Van Houweiing, a 
former chief information officer at 
the University of Michigan, said that 
Abilene represented a return to the 
pure research roots of the Internet. 

The Interne! began in the 1960s as 
Abilene, an uhrahigh-speed sys- a government-funded project con- 
tem with vastly superior video and necting laboratories and federal fa- 

audio capabilities, initially will con- cilities. But as die medium became 

nect 37 U.S. universities and allow commercialized this decade, it be- viding several million dollars in 
researchers and scientists seamless came increasingly congested, kav- computer networking equipment 
access to one another's wisdom mg many new users frustrated with Qwest Commupicalio us Interaa- 
through a network built almost en- its slow speed, particularly when tional Inc. is providing 10,000 miles 
tirely with equipment donated by delivering audio and video infer- (16,000 kilometers) of its leading- 

mation- edge fiber-optic network. Indiana 

In 1996, a consortium of public-. University will run the network’s 
operation in Ohio na- and private-sector scientists under- day-to-day operation from ft center 
took a project called Interne £2. It in Indianapolis, 
was hatched as a way for research '"This will chain together the best 
institutions to circumvent the con- nelwaridng minds we have,” said 
gestion and speed bumps of today’s Gay Cock, vice president of Internet 


Abilene takes its name nom a .VT hl^cat contribution 

railhead that was built in the 1800s and away tte_bj§g, 


nlvnml in coast-tcwMast transnor- According^ the unnmty ' ^ 


private companies. A test late Wed- 
nesday was to transmit by video a 
gall bladder 
tionwide. 

“This will enable the nation’s 
learning institutions to get on the 
fastest track of the information high- 


VblV^AAWI “ 

sides and research 
will be connected to . 
end of 1999. . 

Institutions that wish to jpm the 
network must undergo a ngorous 
application process to prove they are 

viable research entities. 

If approved, an institution would y *,- 
pay $ fdO.000, plus $25,000 ayear in^ 
maintenanc e and overhead costs. 

But that is just a fraction of the 
overall outlay, since it would cost; 
close to $1 million to install the 
infrastructure needed to support the 
network cm a campus. 


Weakness in Bond Market Undermines Stocks 


fell 


Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — Stock] 
Wednesday in a late sell-otr as I 
prices tumbled after a Treasury auc- 
tion of two-year notes met with tep- 
id demand. American Express and 
other financial companies — which 
do best when bond prices rise, driv- 
ing down yields — led the drop. 

‘ ‘The big issue is the increase in 
long-term bond yields,” said Robert 
S treed, a money manager with 
Northern Trust. “I’m surprised 
more Wall Street strategists haven't 
advocated putting more assets into 
bonds from stocks. Stocks relative 
to bonds are looking expensive.** 

At the close, the Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average was down 144.75 


points at 9,399.67, the Standard & 
Poor's 500 index was down 17.77 at 
1 ,253.41 , and the Nasdaq composite 
index was down 36.97 at 233938. 

U^. STOCKS 

Declining issues outnumbered 
advancing ones by a ratio of about 4- 
to-3 on me New York Stock Ex- 
change. 

American Express fell 3 15/16 to 
107 11/16, Banlo\mericaloGt2 13/16 
to 64‘A, and Morgan Stanley Dean 
Witter fell QA to 8936. 

Financial companies tend to do 
best when bond yields decline be- 
cause that increases the value of die 
fixed-income securities they hold 


and stimulates demand for loans. 

Major indexes swung between 
gains and losses throughout the day. 
Much of the volatility came from 
nine computer-guided - buy pro- 
5 and six sell programs, said 
. del Savio, a spokeswoman for 
Birinyi Associates Inc., a research 
firm in Greenwich, Connecticut 
Among the leading deciliters was 
American Greetings, the No. 2 U.S. 
greeting-cards maker, which fell 
1114 to 23 13/16 after it warned that 
profit in its current year would be 
less than expected as a push to re- 
duce inventory cat into sales. 

The slack demand for the new 
two-year Treasury note stemmed in 
part from concern that the Federal 


Reserve Board might raise interest 
rates after cutting them three tunes 
late last year. . . 

The concern about higher rates 
was generated by comments from 
Alan Greenspan, chairman of the 
Fed, who said in congressional testi- 
mony Tuesday and Wednesday that j 

tire U.S. economy continued to roll. * 
along. Though, as usual, he did not 
tip his hand about rates, some traders 
took his remarks as a warning. 

The two-year note auction drew a 
■ than the- 


4.99 percent expected _ 

The benchmark 30-year bond traded; 
down 1 4/32 points at 96 7/32, lifting^ 
the yield to 531 percent from 5.42. 
percent Tuesday. 


a pro-forma NYSE: Borderless Trading Compels Big Board to Extend Hours EURO: Swiss Consider Joining ? 


GM Plans to Cut 1,100 

Bloomberg News 

ST. CATHARINES, Ontario — General Motors Corp. said 
Wednesday that it would cut 1,100 workers at two Ontario 
parts plants that had lost work to GM factories with improved 
technology. 

The cuts, most to come through early retirements, represent 
about 4 percent of GM’s C anadian work force and a quarter of 
the workers at the two plants in St Catharines. GM started 
notifying workers Monday. The plants produce engines, trans- 
missions. brakes and other metal parts. 

Some of the plants’ work has been shifted to other factories 
where GM has invested in newer technology, a spokesman 
said. Those include a newly converted $400 million engine 
plant at St Catharines that makes V -8 engines. 

U.S. STOCK MAKKET DIARY 


Continued from Page 11 

whether you like it or not” 

Mr. Bu rnham warned, however, that 
the transformation could be risky. After- 
hours trading, as Instinet has already 
found, is more volatile because there are 
fewer people buying and selling stocks. 
Someoae may venture out to sell a stock 
and search all night for a buyer. 

In order to have a viable market he 
said, about 50,000 shares would have to 
trade every night “In a few years, it is 
likely that we could reach that mass,’ ’ he 
said. “Then we will have a lively but 
delicate market for several years to 
come.” On the West Coast some 
brokers already grumble about getting to 


the office in time for the markets to < _ 
at 6:30 A^f. Pacific time. In fact, a pi 
to extend hours several years ago was 
stymied by NYSE members on the West 
Coast, who complained that they already 
arrived at work by 430 AJVL to begin 
researching stocks. 

“It’s all sort of scary,” said Betsy 
Roselli, a trader at Black & Co. in Port- 
land, Oregon. “Now, I close positions 
and go home knowing what my situation 
is in the morning. Now am I going to 
have to come to work? Are people going 
to start staffing around the clock? No, 
thanlc you.*’ 

Several major specialists firms are in a 
quandary. For several weeks, members 


Mr. Grasso to push him to embrace 
technology, criticizing the pace at which 
the exchange has taken action. On the 
other hand, they don’t want to turn their 
lives upside down. 

■ Schwab Suffers On-Line Crash 


Continued from Page 11 \ 

becoming a two-currency nation. Manufacturers are ready to, 
do business in euros, hotels to take payment in euros. Big, 
retailers such as Migros AG, a kind of Swiss Wal-Mart, are 
cash registers for euros as well as Swiss> 


The main Web site for Charles 
Schwab Corp.’s on-line investing cus- 
tomers crashed shortly after the market 
opened Wednesday and out of service 
more than an hour, Bloomberg News 
reported from San Francisco. 

The outage struck as the company’s 
president and co-chief executive, David 
Pottrnck, was finishing a speech at a 
New York conference on information 


idpation will take longer — ? 

u*r i+^f 7 (*T(vntivp rtf Rank. « 


of the Big Board haveb**n meeting with technology far the securities industry. 
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■4k 

?vn 

-319k 

♦9k 

•199 


-3Vu 

»Vk 

IV. 

-19k 

-IM 

-Vk 


WecbiesdaK Feb. 24 

Wgft Low Latest Chgo Op bit 

Grains 

CORN (CBOT) 

5000 iHMTdnbTTtno-caid* pdrbwsM 
Mar 9* 215 20899 208*4 -69* 68794 

220 2131* 21399 -699 111J74 

22511 219 21999 -« 9H1B3 

S6P 99 23119 22619 2269* -599 20415 

Dae 99 240 2359* 236 -41* 55441 

Mar 00 148 M3 2431* -494 4886 

MoyOa 251 248 24B -4*4 441 

EsL sales 130400 Tun sales 97490 
Tun open M 356,259. off 1459 

SOYBEAN MEAL (CBOTI 
100 bun- dotkm par tan 
Mar 99 126J0 12140 12170 -440 20141 2 

799 12640 12X00 12X30 -140 40640 

12M® 12640 12670 -160 36422 

Aug 99 13040 12770 127.90 -270 9487 

Sap 99 132.00 12940 12940 -2.70 6487 

M 99 13X50 13140 131.10 -240 XalS 

ESL Kta 3&000 Tun sales 30687 
Tun open bd 12941ft up 2JM3 


SOYBEAN OIL (CBOT) 
4Q1OOO bs- cents pv lb 
Mar 99 1940 1033 

Mo»99 1953 1842 
4*499 1948 1840 

Aug 99 1950 19-08 

Sap 99 1940 1940 

Oct 99 20.17 1940 


Hfgb Law Ldest Cbgt Op bit 


May99 

M99 


ORANGE JUICE OKTIO 
UL000 fair auds par lb. 

Mar 99 9240 8850 B9JN -195 6456 

0640 8350 8455 -155 HUM 

*550 *340 83.75 -115 6601 

Sep 99 *545 *175 8145 -IBS 1,931 

Est.satas 1500 Tun sdes&528 
Tun open tat 29400.00160 

Metals 

COLO CNCMTO 
100 tray «.-ddtarj per troy ca 


w 


Feb 99 
Apr 99 
JU0 99 
Aoq 99 
OU99 
Dec 99 
Feb 00 
Ape 00 


1*44 

1873 

1900 

19.14 

1945 

1945 


-087 19,128 
-079 '<8447 
-078 29,155 
■078 6435 

080 6153 

■082 3443 


28940 050 344 

38940 2*740 28940 +050 10&573 

29140 20940 29140 +040 26044 

29340 29160 29340 +040 6*12 

294.90 +040 2429 

29640 29540 29670 +040 11946 

29080 29840 29840 +040 7,426 

29940 +040 1,120 

EM SOtaS 33400 Tun sales 1&730 
Tun apan H 190551 up 160 

HI SHADE COPPER (NCMXJ 

26000 tas^ ends per lb. 

Fab 99 6250 6140 6145 +0.10 279 

Mar 99 6250 6140 6145 +0.10 21480 

Apr 99 6110 6110 6150 +020 1791 

May 99 6340 6130 6190 +025 27492 

Jan 99 6X30 +025 1458 

Jd 99 6A20 6370 6X70 +075 7413 

Aug 99 44.10 6440 64.10 +025 1409 

Sep 99 6540 6470 0470 +025 4609 

Od99 6490 6445 6485 +035 1448 


Wgb Low Latest aige Optnl 

ITALIAN CQVERNMENT BOND OJFFE) 
tTL 200 roman -pto all 00 pd 
Mar 99 KA. NA 11X47 -003 45,128 
EsLiataK no. PmsataE 1X142 
Pm. open Hj 45,128 up 1729 


LIBOR 1-M0NTH (CMER) 

S3 roman- pis atl 00 pd 
Mar 99 95.03 9542 9542 Unch. 

Apr 99 9544 9542 9543 441 

May 99 9542 9541 9541 -041 
EsL sales 1491 Tun sales 1,118 
Tim open bit 11620 up 27 


5401 

3754 

2439 


Trading Activity 

NY5E 


MUKM 

iXeeawa 

Unctanord 

icon 

New Hits* 

fc™ Lten 


AMEX 

AOimtia 

DWJL-IW 

LteJnngcd 

Ttfsirt+ucs 

ten. Hurts 

Mn Lout 


1228 

s 

ssn 

M 


213 

3J< 

73* 


1273 

1724 

5U 

3591 


7JU 

18 


Nasdaq 

Advana 

DocBnea 

Market Sales 


NYSE 

Amex 

Nasdaq 

tnmt&ons. 


1689 

1822 

1364 

an 

38 


1945 

2068 

IM 

5211 


Today 

4PJHL 

764J9 

3112 

89772 


95144 

3875 

91X11 


Dividends 

Company P»r Aral Rec Pay 

IRREGULAR 

ABtancr WM , .1275 Xs 

CcTfinrComPLC b JO 3-12 

Fantam T«tn g „ 4201 2-28 

Marine Petrol Tr _ 70S 2-26 

STOCK 

Am totem - is*. 3-lo 

MACCPrmne . 3m 3-15 

INCREASED 

CNB Find 0 JH 3-1 

Coflu Inc 0 49 3-12 

ContmdBksln O .14 3-12 

TitecHaWiCWp S .175 3-3 

YEAREND 

Prnv County Fin . JO 3-15 

REDUCED 

INA InvSees Q 78 3-5 

INITIAL 

Assoc Mctcriab _ .10 3-15 3-31 

HmSta HBsptfeflty .13 3-31 4 JO 

mnesSHwfRn . .05 M 3-22 

REGULAR 

ACAlCovOpp Fd M 4525 3-5 3-19 

ACM (to Sees M 475 X5 3-19 

ACM Mngd Dollar K\ .1135 3-S 3-19 


3-19 

3-15 

3-31 

3-26 

3-31 

3-31 

3- 10 

4- 23 

6-3 

3-17 

3-26 

3-10 


Company 

Area Bnahs 
BEA Income Fd 
OEA Strut GM 
Capita Transom 
Crane Co 
FNSHnd 
Fedderecwp 
Gt Central Mines 
HadiCo 
HoOiCaA. 
ImpcncUOII Ag 
Lmbiw Cos g 
PtwentaCA )V 
PhoeiftMuHA. 
Ptncnta Multi GL. 
PresWnt rary A, H 
Statewide Fin 
TtiermoRatec Carp 
TransPnlnc 
gnited Tetarijion 
Wmlfingtat EIT, 
WolWns-Jofm 
WWoaGeag 
ZwoigG*FdA, 
Zwetg GvFd U. 
ZwtagGbFdC 


Per Amt Rec Pay 
Q 465 3-18 6-1 

46 3-5 
-075 3-5 
.07 3-12 
.10 3-5 

43 4-2 

425 5-14 
457 3-23 

43 3-5 
■04 4-16 

-IBS 3-8 
45 3-15 
453 2-32 
488 2-22 
.0009 2-33 
.16 3-10 
:13 3-15 
.10 3-11 
45 3-11 
33 -12 

78 3-16 
.12 3-11 
.10 3-15 

44 2-23 
435 2-23 
438 2-23 


3-15 

3-15 

3-36 

3-12 

6-15 

6-1 

6-19 

6-1 

670 

61 

61 

2-22 

2-22 

2-22 

3-31 

65 

3-2S 

6-8 

613 

370 

3-2S 

61 

2-24 

2-24 

2-24 


Ed- sales 37400 Hm sides 4X290 
Tim open M 135469. up 2436 

SOYBEANS (C80TI 

5400 bu roWmron- cents par bushel 

Mar 99 474 457 4571* -16M 2X407 

May 99 478 463 4631* -14M 48709 

Jut 99 484V, 470 470W -14'* 4X640 

Aug 99 48215 473 473U -VBu 12472 

Sep 99 484 475 475H -14V. 4814 

Esl sales 80400 Tbn safes 67445 

Tun open M1S8646 aft L403 

WHEAT (CBOT] 

5000 bo nrfntaunv- cords per busM 

Mar 99 2511* 24JW 244'4 -7V> 2X007 

May 99 2611* 2S4 2541* -714 41752 

Jul 99 271M 264 3641* -71* 49738 

Sap 99 280V, 274V, 2741* -71* X040 

EsI. sales 4&000 Tun sales 38.970 

Tun open bd 12X411. air LOU 


Livestock 

CATTLE (CMEI0 
4Moa tax.- ants per lb. 

Feb 99 65.00 6435 6465 +420 3799 

Apr 99 68.10 6740 67A5 TT17 5X199 

■b*l 99 6585 6X25 6530 4127 2X723 

AUfl 99 6*67 64X0 64JK 4L32 14508 

Ocf99 6673 6X55 4577 -028 &404 

Dec 99 6725 6665 6667 4L38 X742 

E*t sates 17,159 Tun sates 10740 
Tim apan bd 11X110 up L247 

FEEDER CATTLE (CMER) 

Sioootos.- cents peris. 

Mor 99 7460 7X52 7X57 -040 

Apr 99 7*77 7X75 7X77 030 

May 99 7*85 7X95 74.00 037 

Aug 99 7X90 7X22 7X30 +003 

Sep 99 75J0 7X00 7X02 013 

Od99 7&00 7X30 7X37 +007 

EsL sates 2807 Tun solas 2302 
Tunapai bd 1783X up 62 

HOCSOaaa (CMER) 

40000 its.- cants per Ds 
Apr 99 4*50 4X30 4X42. -1-83 17,774 

■fun 99 5400 5*90 55.17 -1.10 9J09 

Jit 99 5*90 5565 5*00 -1J0 *017 

5762 5*35 5*75 082 3635 

5400 55130 S57 063 *418 


6*90 6*85 
EsL sides 2*000 fin sates 2*005 
Tun open HiaiSX up2J>23 

SILVER (HCMX) 

1000 tray ca.- teals per tnyaz. 

Fab 99 5373 *7 1 

Mar 99 55X5 53X5 537J -8J 21869 

Apr 99 539.0 -%J 

May99 55*0 53X0 5396 4JI 4X127 

*499 5525 53X0 S39JI -8J 1*162 

Sop 99 550J 53X0 53X8 -86 *314 

Dec 99 54*0 5300 5310 *5 8.121 

JanOO 5320 -86 II 

E*L sates 52000 Tun safes 45044 
Ton open M9&74& off 1616 

PLATINUM (NMER) 

50 tray dalan per bn at. 

Apr 99 30800 38100 38X20 -aVO 1X768 

Jul 99 38100 32660 37X20 -0.90 2655 

on 99 37*20 -0.90 939 

JanOO 37*20 4190 4 

Est eatei NJL Tueis sates 3002 
Ten apan H 170** up 600 


Oase 

LONDON METALS CLMS 
Delias per metric tan 
“ ’ OHCtmto) 

11641* 11651b 116100 116200 

118X00 1189.00 118X00 118600 
Bate Ofigb 6rnM 
1379V, 1380M 135X00 135*00 

140*00 140*00 138200 136X00 



sMoa 

52300 


51*00 

51600 


51X00 

5T7O0 


487X00 488X00 459X00 470X00 
494500 499X00 476500 477X00 


5395.00 540500 529000 

532X00 532500 524X00 525000 


1011 O 0 101200 

102X00 102*00 


Wgh Low Claae Ghge OpH 


AugW 

Oet99 


Ftnanaai 

US r BILLS (CMER) 


EsL sates 10860 Tun sates *931 

Tim open W 41 ,73* afl 123 

PORK BELLI E5 (CMER) 

4U00 lb*- cams per®. 

Mw99 5160 5000 5X85 -1.95 
MOV 99 5360 52.10 SIX -US 

A* 99 5*10 5200 5172 -US 

§3. Kte 2096 Tun soles 1012 
Tun open W 5,34* ofi 34 


2 Ala 

1663 


o-awuob b^ppni to cH ... 

Aon/ADR; s-goyobte ta Conodha foMS 
■HnontMy; iFnwwterly; s cnlnnnpall>. 


U3. Stock Tobies Explained 

5al« fig vrs m unofBdoL Vaarfy hi^is and lows raflact tin pnuioin 52 weeks plus the 
current week, but not the latest Iradng day. Wheno spttwstodk(tadMdflmoofl!Mgto25 
percent or more has been paUthe Yean Mgh-law range and dhridendare shown (orttie new 
stocks on hr- Unless otherwise noted, rates of dhridendsare an mrardbburaementa bused on 
Hie latest doctoral tan. 

a - dhridead am extra (i). b ■ annual role of dhridend plus stock dhMend. c - BqukJattng 
tteridend. cc ■ PE ncecds 99.dd -caned, d - new party taw. dd- loss In itw last 12 manttis. 
• • dMdatfi declared or paid in preced i ng 12 monms. t - annual rata increased an last 
dKfarafian.g- dividend in Canadian fund* subject la is% nan-resUencs fax I -dhMend 
declared after spflMip or stack tflvMend.|- dividend poM this yem, omfitett deferred, or no 
ocfioo token at kfitat dividend meeting, k - dMdend declared or paid fids yea* « 
acamwlalive issue wim dMdenOs in aneare. re - annual rata reduced on lost dedtaraKon. 
n - new issue in the past 52 weeks. The NgtHow range begins with file start of trading, 
ad - nest day deDvenr, p - faiifloi dhidnnd araioaJ rate unknown. P/E^ - pflce-eomlngs ratio, 
q-dosetl-cnd mutual fund, r- dMdend declared or paid in preceding 12 month* plus stack 
dMdend s - skxfcspfiL DMdend begins wifii date of spHLsts- sales, t- dMdend paktbt 
stadc In procedino 13 monttiv us ttm aE ed ensfa wlue on e«-dMdend nremibtrtbulfan dole, 
a- new yearly Mg h-v- trading hatted N- in bankruptcy or recehenA Ip or being reotganued 
undorWwBanlguptcy Act or secutBles assumed by sw d itDrapcnlaxwd-whend hbB iutetL 
tal - wben issuedf w - wHti wammt* 3 - a-i&vldend or ex-right* «U - n-cSstributlan. 
tee- wanout w ar r ants . y- os^fivldend and talcs In ftiXyld -yield. I -sales In tulL 


^ Food 

cocoa mesa 
10 nroble Ions- s pertan 
Mar99 1301 1392 129S -10 UU 

May» 1315 1303 1306 -II 3X210 

JmW 133B 1326 1328 -13 Tl^BS 

362 ISO 13$g -10 5.921 

Dec 9V 1398 1395 1395 -10 *373 

MarOO 1*33 1431 1431 -11 *340 

Est sates 2996 Tubs sates U46 
Tim open U 6X02& up « 

COFFEECUKSa 
37J00 la.- crods porta. 

Mer99 10*50 10X85 10*00 *0.10 2251 
May 99 107X0 10580 10*80 -0J0 2X480 
M99 10X40 107.25 107 AS JX20 *174 
to W 10930 109 AO 10900 4130 3U74 
Dk99 11X75 11X50 11X55 -X05 14*9 

EsL tries &173 Tun sales 1X365 
Tim epwi H 37^3& rif 645 

ftWAftWORLDllOICSE) 

112,00) B»,-coali por b. 

Mar 99 *82 *66 *73 -XQ6 2XC3 

640 *35 *34 4UQ 7X083 

*19 6M *16 Uoflv 41.138 

Oct 99 *49 *39 *49 -Xin 2X561 

BL trite 3X831 Tim sates 3X604 
Tim apan bd 18X311. off 805 


May99 
Jul 99 


Mar 99 9555 9X52 9X55 UndL 2473 
Jon 99 95X9 9XS0 9X54 4L09 734 

Eri. srin 764 Took sates 1,200 
Tun opon Ini X309,up 124 

3 TO TREASURY (CBOT) 

SlOOOoa prin- pta & 64ths of 100 pd 
Mir 99 111-10 110-46 110-47 -22 157,288 

Jun99 1H-58 111-29 111-30 - 28 7X547 

Sup 99 111-44 111-44 111-22 -16 5 

Est Mtas 1 1*500 Tim »0tes 120490 
Tim open tat 26284X up 7413 

10 YS TREASURY (CBOT) 

Sinm ntn- ate A 32nds rilOO pd 
Mcr99 llSjS 1X5-07 11506 -19 38*560 

Am 99 116413 115-10 115-12 ■ 70 17X305 

5ep 99 114-2B -2D 745 

EsL sates 35X000 Tun state 20X188 
Tun open U 56*610. up 2619 

US TREASURY BONDS (C&UT) 

(8 pa-51 OXOOD-pta X32nd5 of looped 
Mar 99 1234)3 121-28 131-29 - 29 45*535 

Jun99 122-20 121-12 921-13 -30 30*352 

Sap99 122-05 12031 125-31 -30 &446 

DOC 99 120-11 -30 1297 

EsL sates 500008 Tim rates 64X345 
Ton open U 77*83* olt 3X836 

LON9GILT (UFFEJ 

£50000- pis* SMsafioopd 

Mar 99 11X12 11740 11?S -4L19 6X017 

■to 99 11933 11X74 11X78 -X15 »,1J1 

EA sates; 10*405 Prav. salte: 7*390 

Pmu. apan taL.- 9*148 off 2733 

18-YEAR FRENCH GOV. BONDS (MAT1F) 

euroiaUBO - rts of 100 pd 

Mar 99 11IJ7 111 jQ 111J3 +X10 92648 

JU099 N.T. N.T. 9*28 +11® 2346 

ESL srias: 3*573 

OpaaWL 92194 off 926 


EURODOLLARS (CMER) 

SI mllkxHihor lOOpd. 

Mar 97 9498 9*96 M97 4L01 44*496 

Apr 99 9*94 9*92 9*93 -X01 *359 

May 99 9*92 9*89 9*89 OJJI U19 

Jun99 9*88 9482 9483 -084 45X173 

Jul 99 9*79 -085 393 

Aug 99 9474 -085 75 

Sop 99 9*77 9*69 9*70 4186 44X360 

Dec 99 9*42 9*34 9*34 4UM 287875 

MarOO 9*55 9*44 9*45 -008 271839 

JunOO 9449 9*40 9440 4188 17*335 

SapOO 9*46 9*36 9*37 88813X392 

Dec DO 9*36 9*37 9*27 -0® 11X353 

Est rales 529404 Tim safes 656810 
Dm open H 209264X up 4*383 

BRITISH POUND (CM EM 

AT-BH nounds. S DOT pound 

Marw’TSte VJ«018956 -8170 6*280 

Jun 99 18110 18946 18966 -8152 2123 

Sap 99 18950 -®70 330 

Est sates 29S4 Tun rates *940 
Tun apan bit 67,662 up 2395 

CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER) 
i oaooo dotas. s per COa db 

Mar 99 8694 8648 8678 418005 71487 

Jun 99 8690 8648 8679-08006 X338 

Sep 99 8693 8660 8682-08007 1,112 

EsL sates 2082 Tun state &8« 

Dm open tat 7230* oil 426 

GERMAN MARK (CMER) 

1 2X000 maria. $ par mark 

MOT99 8653 8992 8623-08010 5*520 

to 99 8682 8623 8651 418010 2136 

5ep99 8682418009 167 

Est. safes 12437 Dm rates 1L1 96 

Dm open tat 58891. off 370 

JAPANESE YEN (CMER) 

1 28 radian wro S par 100 yon 

Mar 99 4315 8213 823388099 81814 

to 99 4435 8320 83334)8059 *093 

Sep 99 8478 8430 4437-08099 1853 

Est safes 2X136 Tun rates 2X173 

Tun apan fei 07864 on 2145 

SWISS FRANC (CMER) 

1 25800 franak t per toic 

Mar W 8942 .6880 8917418003 57857 

to 99 -7005 MX .4933-00002 708 

Sep 99 JO m JttO 8049418001 247 

EsL rates 12657 Dari rates 9863 

Tim open tat 5X814 ril 384 

MEXICAN PESO (CMER) 

MarS? ^StsS ° 89937 +flJOOOS 11869 

Jun 99 89420 89380 89397+ 80015 *5B9 

Sep 99 88970 80925 88930+80012 632 

Esi srin 1157 Tun rates *2B3 
Tim open W 12399, off 75 

1 - MO NTH STERLING ttJFFE) 

£50X000 ■ pis ifi 100 pd 

Mar 99 9*680 9*660 9*600 UndL lBtflffl 
Jin 99 9*930 9*090 9*920—0810 19*753 
Sep 99 95850 95800 95JOO-4UQO 191,991 
Dec 99 94-850 9*800 94820-0025 142933 
MarOO 95800 91900 95810-8820 140.559 
JunOO 95830 9SJKM 95810—0010 11MB 
SapOO 9*990 9*950 9*900—0010 7*164 
Est. state: 82873. Pm.ataes: 90616 
Pm. apan kL: 1.220K5 up 4119 

3-MONTH EUR1BOR 0JFFE) 

aural nHan-pta of 100 pd 

Mar 99 96965 968S5 96955—0810 152388 
Jun 99 97-110 97880 97885-0820 1 33806 
to 99 97.150 97.120 10X7W 

Doc 99 96885 9*860 96860-0020 8X383 

Mar« 97870 97840 97840-0825 6X783 

JanOO 9*980 96950 fliSSJ-OMO 4L» 

to00 9*875 96850 96JMO-OOS 4X778 

EsL raise 9*70X Pre*. rate* l»843 
Pm. open InL: 712091 op X2M 

2- MONTH EURIBOR CMAT1F) 
sura IroUon- pis oflOOpd 

Mar 99 9*96 9*95 «JS-55J 3M44 

to 99 97.11 97.10 W.10 -081 2*37B 

to 99 97.15 97-14 97.14 —081 20336 

OK 99 9*0 96® 9628-081 1*984 

Est rate: 1X433 
□pan talil 1X184 qp SIS 

3- MONTH EURO UMRBJFFE) 

SS»"' taSu^MSD 0 fiks— 0810 JM-'yg 

SS KSStSSStS’ffiS 

Dec 99 96880 9600 9*8«-8®0 87884 
MarOO 97855 97855 97040-0025 5*942 
ton 9*975 96975 9*950-4830 6*092 
to 00 N.T. N.T. 96848 4UB5 42434 
N.T. N.T. 9*665 41820 1*243 
Min 01 NX MX 9*620 -0810 15844 
Est rates: 136& Pm. rates; 2299 
Pnw. opm tat j 657.605 up 746 

J-MONTH SWISS PRANCOJITO 

to0 H 9X^«UW l 08X +0830 8*729 
to 99 9X680 9X640 9X430 +0830 7X531 


Officially, any 

perhaps much longer- Rudolf Baer" chief executive of Bankj 
Julius Baer, expects that East European countries in line to join; 
the European Union in the next few years will take pre- 
cedence. Switzerland, whose voters rejected a move toward" 
European Union membership in a referendum in .1992, does' 
not have a realistic chance of joining the European Union, he, 
said, before 2010. 

One big concern in die meantime is that the Swiss franc 
could grow too strong. If, at any point, a weakening euro spurs 
a flight of investment capital into Switzerland, the Swiss 
;- franc's value. would rise, maldng-the country's exports more 
expensive and uadenminjng growth. 

Some large Swiss companies base their business on cur-'. 

rencies other than the franc. ABB Asea Brown Boveri Ltd., the* 

Mrii Low im chga opbit giant Swiss- Swedish industrial group, uses the dollar. “We‘ 
sep 99 9X560 9X570 9X5S0 +0830 37899 ®ro seen as a global company,” Goran L i ndahl , ABB’s* 
m. «** 2X111. pm. Kte «M86 president and chief executive, said in an interview. "If we go' 

to the euro, then we are seen as a European company. 

Still, Mr. lindahl will not role out, somewhere down the 
line, having ABB quote its shares on European stock markets 
in euros as well as in Swiss francs and Swedish kronor, as it 
^ does now. And ABB is fully prepared to trill customers in euros 
xis if they wish, and to pay suppliers in euros. Over time, ABB 
,&W6 expects to use fewer currencies . lowering transaction costs and 
perhaps simplifying bookkeeping. It thinks this will reduce; 
administrative costs, though it cannot say by bow much. 

The Swiss machinery industry — the biggest exporter, with 
$37 billion in outside revenue — consists not only of giants 
like ABB but also of midsized manufacturers like Sulzer AG, 


Industrials 

COTTON 2 OtCTN) 

50800 fax- cants par lb. 

Mia 99 6480 6380 6480 +<L75 2413 

May 99 5X55 57.10 57® +087 3*437 

Jul 99 5770 5*40 5772 +034 1*090 


Qd 99 57 73 +0J0 

Doc 99 5X80 5780 5X23 +<MM 

Eta. rates 12500 Dm rates 11,150 
Dm apan bfi 7581X up 435 


HEATING OIL (NMER) 

42*000 ML cents per gal 
Mar 99 3280 31® 3US +0L51 ZL239 

Apr 99 3385 3185 3279 +X5D 37.711 

May 99 3350 3255 3354 +050 1*792 
Jun 99 3*20 33.15 33.94 +4L50 1X431 

3*50 3*80 3*44 to® ’wk and they are fast shift m g to euros. Roughly two- thirds of total 
Bt UW 7 T^f Swiss machinery exports go to European Union countries. 

Dm open W 16*451 oil 2830 


20041 

1*199 


uropean 

Two years ago, Mr. Fahrni pushed Sulzer's accountants and 
lkkt sweet crude (nmer) computer specialists to begin preparations, so that by the 

+ 0.13 122442 beginning of last mont h , when the il countries formally 
Mar 99 1284 1239 1272 +8.14 6*552 adopted the euro, “almost ail internal procedures, like hilling 
jdiw IIS Tim 1284 +ai 2 SSd find receiving euros,” were in place. In recent negotiations 

mo it?* ujj4 + 8.11 5004 * wjth Sulzer’s fnel-oil suppliers in Lcmdon, Mr. Fahrni was told 
that long-term contracts for oil would soon be in euros. 

The euro, be said, will etiminale the costs of hedging against ■ 
currency fluctuations, shaving 1 percent to 2 percent off trans- 
action costs for the sale of products such as tactile looms. 

But there are risks. If the euro weakens against the Swiss- 
1820 irao iSs +88® i*«6 franc, Sulzer bears the currency loss. From 1994 to 1995, the' 

dollar slipped nearly 25 percent against the Swiss franc, so' 

while Sulzer's business in the United States grew 10 percent in 
dollar terms, it shrank 5 percent in francs. ‘ ‘To a lot of outside 
people, that was hard to understand,” Mr. Fahrni said 
it Thus, for many Swiss business leaders and economists,- 
“considerable concern” exists for the stability of the Swiss 
franc and euro exchange rate, said Georg Rich, chief econ- = 
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Ouster of Soudek at Skoda Rattles Czech Industrial Sector 


By Peter S. Green 

hucmarianal Herald Tribune 
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PRAGUE — The Czech Republic’s debt- 
ndden industrial sector was in shock Wed- 
nesday over the firing of one of the country's 
most prominent businessmen, Lubomir 
Soudek, as chairman and chief executive of 
Skoda AS, the troubled heavy-machinery 
and truck manufacturer. 

Creditor banks, which control Skoda’s 
supervisory board, said Mr. Soudek was 

profit despite sev^^years^ OF he^thy'mr- 
enue at the Plzen-based company. 

, But analysts say die banks’ easy credit in 

£3 me mid-1990s encouraged Mr. Soudek to 
| waste money acquiring unprofitable compa- 
1 nies. They say that Skoda is now likely to be 
broken up to cover its debts and that other 
large companies will suffer the same fete this 
year. 

“The balance of power has shifted to the 
banks,” said Ondrcj D atka, an analyst at 
Patria Finance AS in Prague. 

Skoda AS is not connected toSkoda Auto- 
mobilova AS, the profitable automaker 
owned by Volkswagen AG of Germany. 

Because Skoda is one of the Czech Re- 
public’s largest companies, with 17,000 em- 
ployees, mainly in the west Bohemian city of 
Plzen, and debts of at least 20.5 billion 
koruny ($594 million), its troubles are at- 


tracting national attention. 

“Soudek — victim or bad manager?” 
asked a front-page headline in the Mlada 
Fronts Does newspaper Wednesda y . 

Skoda was a poster child far the Czech 
iblic’s own brand of cronyism, which 
large companies, government-owned 


;*e&. 


down Prime Minis ter Vaclav Klaus in late 
1997. An audit last year established that Mr. 
Soudek personally transferred 1 milli on 
koruny into an account of Mr. Klaus’s Civic 
Democratic Party in 1994, the same year he 
received large loans from state-controlled 
banks including Komercni Banka AS. 

A spokesman for Komercni, which sits on 
Skoda’s supervisory board, said it would 
move auickly to improve the company's 
management and would either find 
strategic partners or shut down divisions dial 
could not be run profitably. Komercni, 
which the government hopes to sell soon, 
lost at least 10 billion koruny last year. 

Analysts said the Skoda brand name, 
which has represented the best in Czech 
engineering for more than 100 years, was 
probably history. 

4 The most likely scenario is to split up the 
Skoda holding and sell the subsidiaries and 
all tiie assets to strategic investors,” said Petr 
Dedecek at Erste Bank in Prague. 

Skoda’s consolidated sales fell slightly 
from 23.5 billion koruny in 1996 to 23.4 


billion koruny in 1997, and analysts expect 
that 1998 sales readied only 18 billion to 19 
billion koruny. As loss widened from Z2 
billion koruny in 1996 to 3.8 billion koruny 
in 1997 and could be between 500 million 
and 1 billion koruny for 1998. 

Skoda’s share pence rose 0.17 koruny to 
close at 120. compared with its aE-time high 
of 997 on July 1, 1997. 

“He bought the companies, and the next 
step should nave been restroctuxing and cut- 
ting back, bat Soudek couldn't do it,” Mr. 
Dedecek of Erste Bank said. 

Mr. Soudek, who claims to own 28 percent 
of Skoda through a company he owns, has 
vowed to fight his way back. A general 
shareholders meeting is scheduled for March 
25, and the Frankfort Stock Exchange's cus- 
tody agent is holding a bundle of Skoda 
shares — about 15 percent and growing daily 
— that analysts said could be the key to 
Skoda’s fate. 

If these shares are Mr. Soudek’s, analysts 
said, he could threaten a court-ordered bank- 
ruptcy to force the bank to buy up his shares 
at a hefty premium. But analysts said Mr. 
Soudek, who once said the company should 
erect a statue of him next to that of its 
founder, Emil Skoda, may seek to retain 
some executive position at Skoda. 

The banks’ crackdown cm Skoda means 
other Cfrrch indus trial giants may now be in 
trouble, analysts said, these include Chema- 


pol Group AS, a petrochemical giant that 
owe s som e 30 billion koruny to its bankers, 
audCKD Praha, an engineering company that 
recently ceded control of a rail-car venture to 
Siemens AG after massive cost overruns. 

Prime Minister Milos Zeman has said that 
a third of Czech companies face possible 
collapse brought on by the economic policies 
of his conservative predecessor, Mr. Klaus. 
High debt burdens, high interest rates and a 
failure to restructure for post-Communist 
markets has left hundreds of companies fa- 
“ — ’ — ' — ncy or sale to foreign investors. 

r. Klaus's six-year rule, political 
on state-owned banks kept loans 
lowing to industrial concerns, keeping un- 
employment low and economic growth high. 
But a year after Mr. Klaus left office, the 
country is mired in recession, unemployment 
ami trade deficits are rising, and the currency is 
falling. A recent government report raid living 
standards had fallen back to 1990 levels. 

Mr. Soudek was the most prominent of a 
wave of younger Communist-era techno- 
crats who took control of Czech industry by 
exploiting the country's loosely regulated 
mass privatization program and leveraging 
themselves into ownership slots at compa- 
nies they had managed. Like Mr. Soudek, 
many were competent chemical or mechan- 
ical engineers, but they failed to master the 
financial skills their companies needed to 
thrive in the post-Communist world. 
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Pay-TV Talks Draw 
^Regulatory Scrutiny 

Bloomberg News 

BRUSSELS — the European 
Union competition commissioner, 
Karel van Miert, said Wednesday be 
was closely monitoring talks be- 
tween the two biggest European 
pay-TV companies for signs of anti- 
competitive behavior. 

Canal Plus SA of France, the 
biggest pay-TV company in Europe, 

and British Sky Broadcasting Group 
PLC of Britain have reportedly dis- 
cussed fanning a pan-European 
pay-TV superpower, though both 
have declined to comment. 

"We are very sensitive to this 
matter,” Mr. van Miert said at a 
news conference. 

Analysts said Mr. van Mkatmay 
be more amenable to the companies 
. cooperating in one area, such as 
y} digital television, or in one country, 
'than to a full-fledged merger tint 
could stifle competition. 


Marks & Spencer Removes 31 Top Executives 


CaupBed by OwSufFrom Dbpauba 

LONDON — Marks & Spencer 
PLC fired three board directors arid 
28 divisional managers Wednesday, 
continuing a restructuring aimed at 
putting its struggling retail business 
back on track. 

31 of the'^^qp executives would 
mean an exceptional charge of £10 
million ($16.15 million) in the cur- 
rent financial year. 

The changes 4 4 will enable us to be 
better focused and thus move 
strongly forward again,” the chair- 
man, Sir Richard Greenbuiy, said in 
a statement In all, the reorganiz- 
ation wiU cut the board to 16from 23 
over two years, the company said. 

The executives who were fired, 
just a few weeks after a new chief 
executive, Peter Salsbury, took 
chmge, included die company’s U.S. 
chief, Chris Litlmoden, fueling spec- 
ulation that Marks & Spencer might 


sell off its U.S. businesses Brooks 
Brothers and Kings Supermarkets. 

Marks & Spencer’s shares rose 
19.75 pence to dose at 401.75. 

Maries & Spencer issued a profit 
warning last month after a sales 
slump in its home market that fol- 
lowed a boardroom dispute over the 
succession to Sir Richard Green- 
bmy. The three board executives 


who will take early retirement May 
31 are Derek Hayes, in charge of 
piNnfinflntal Europe; Mr. litlmoden, 
who runs the North American busi- 
ness, and John Sacher, responsible 
for information technology and dis- 
tribution. 

Last month, Marks & Spencer 
restructured its businesses into three 
divisions — British retail, overseas 


retail and financial services. 

Mr. Salsbmy said the changes 
would shorten reporting lines to the 
board. 

“Decision making wifi be de- 
volved,” he said, “enabling us to 
respond more effectively to our cus- 
tomers and to compete better in all 
onr markets.” 

(Reuters, Bloomberg) 


More Public-Sector Strikes in Germany 


Agencc Fnance-Presse 

FRANKFURT — In a continuing 
wage battle in Germany's public 
sector, the OeTV and DAG unions 
extended wanting strikes Wednes- 
day, bringing public transportation 
and garbage collection to a standstill 
in a number of regions. 


In the state of Baden- Wuerttem- 
bezg, buses and streetcars remained 
in their depots in Stuttgart, Karls- 
ruhe, Esslingen and Heidelberg. 

More than 700 garbage collectors 
in Heidelberg left waste cans on the 
roadside to take part in a demon- 
stration. And bus services were dis- 


rupted in a number of towns and 
cities in the state of North Rhine- 
Westphalia. 

Wage talks for the 32 millio n 
people employed in the sectors are 
scheduled to enter their third round 
on Friday. The unions are calling for 
a wage increase of SJ percent 
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Very briefly: 


• The Financial Times-Stock Exchange 100-share index in 
London powered to a record close of 6,307.6 points, more than 
100 points above its old record, fired by strong corporate results. 
The DAX index in'rankfurt was op 1.5 percent and the CAC- 
40 in Paris was slightly higher. 

• Deutsche Telekom AG plans to spend more than 20 billion 
Deutsche marks ($113 billion) on acquisitions to strengthen 
its global position, the German ma graini*. Capital reported. 

• Allianz AG’s net income rose 30 percent in 1998, to 3.5 
billion Deutsche marks ($1.97 billion), above expectations, 
led by increased income from its investments in stocks and 
bonds and a gain in life and casualty insurance. 

• Spain’s gross domestic product grew 3.8 percent in 1998, 
and the government said the first-quarter economic growth 
rate this year could be almost as high. 

• Dassault Aviation SA posted unchanged net profit for 1 998 
of 206 million euros ($226.7 million) and saw a Jump in orders 
of 10 billion French francs ($1.68 billion), with strong soles of 
both combat planes and business jets. 

• Swiss Life/Rentenanstalt, a Swiss life insurer, plans to buy 
Lloyd Continental, aprivately held French health-care in- 
surer, for 3.24 billion French francs. 

• Standard Chartered PLC will set aside more money for 
problem loans in Asia this year while increasing investment in 
the region. 

• Prudential Corp-, Britain’s largest insurer, posted a 2.4 
percent decline in 1998 pretax profit, to £1.14 billion ($1.84 
billion), on higher sales through independent salesmen in 
Britain and new products in the United States. 

AFP. Bloomberg, Reuters 
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To Onr Readers 

Stock market prices from 
Johannesburg were not avail- 
able Wednesday due to tech- 
nical problems at the source. 
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INTERNATIONAL INVESTING 


If Good Dividends Attract You, Some Stocks Still Offer Thei 


-I.' 


i Was 

w 


VKuAtnj’lon Am SirrWor 
ASHINGTON — Haitliy 
anyone seems to care about 
dividend income any more. 
The average stock on the 
iDow Jones industrial average currently 
rhas a yield of just 1.6 percent Invest 
[SI, 000 and get checks for $160 this 
iyear. 

| Most investors figure, “Why should I 
pother with piddling income when 1 can 
i^ethugegrowth? , 'MicrosoftCorp. pays 
[no dividend at all, but over the hot four 
[years it has soared 865 percent Div- 
idends are now seen as a sign that a stock 
[is a slug. 

j* And do not forget that you pay taxes 
i on dividends and interest each year, 
ijvhile you can let your capital appre- 
ciation on a stock ride tax-free forever. 

! * But income can also be beautiful — 
[and a time like this, when investors 
i thumb their noses at dividend stocks, 
[may be the best time of all to buy. 

One example of what is available is a 

JitaJ Corp. Alhedmakes roost of its profit 
>6y lending money to small businesses at 
'double-digit interest rates. Then, each 
year. Idee a real estate investment trust, it 
■passes nearly all of that profit directly to 
its shareholders. 

- In 1998, Allied paid dividends total- 


ing $1.43 a share. On Tuesday, the stock 
closed at $16.75 a share. So its “in- 
dicated yield" (that is, its annualiyerl 
dividend as a percentage of its price) is 
8.5 percent 

That is a delicious number — es- 
pecially compared with long-term 
Treasury bonds, which are yielding 
around 5.4 percent The difference be- 
tween a stock and a bond is that div- 
idends tend to rise while interest pay- 
ments are fixed. Of course, there is an- 
other difference: Stocks do not guar- 
antee their payouts, or even that they will 
send you a check at alL 

So it is reassuring to learn that Allied 
has paid dividends since 1964, increas- 
ing them every year. Assume you buy 
Allied tomorrow and that the company 
increases its payout by 8 percent an- 
nually for the next 10 years — about 
average for the company. The dividend 
would go from $1.43 to 53.09, and you 
would be earning a return on your orig- 
inal investment of 18 percent a year. 

Still, investors should keep in mind 
such troubled companies as Capstead 
Mortgage Co., which used considerable 
debt to purchase mortgage securities and 
had to stop paying its dividend last sum- 
mer after suffering losses. The stock 
plunged 73 percent. 

But Capstead is a risky business. Al- 
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bed’s history indicates that it is not. 
W illiam Walton, who became chief ex- 
ecutive in 1997, said that over 40 years, 
loan losses have averaged just 1 percent 
of outstanding debt 

Allied targets what Mr. Walton calls 
"a big hole in the market' ’ — businesses 
that are too small to issue their own debt 
and (bat need money for longer periods 
than banks will tolerate. “We piggyback 
on top of deals’* made by private-equity 
funds such as the Carlyle Group in 
Washington or Kolberg Kravis, Robots 
&Co. in New York. Those firms mainly 
take back stock or warrants for their 
money while Allie d mainly ear ns in- 
terest on loans. 

Mr. Walton, who once served as per- 
sonal venture-capital adviser to W illiam 
Paley, the late CBS chairman, continues 
to put the bulk of Allied's $856 million 

in assets into the solid, boring businesses 
he truly loves — Sydran Food Services 
II, an operator of Burger King restau- 
rants; Liqui-Dri Foods Inc., frozen 
foods; Schwinn Holdings Corp., the bi- 
cycle maker; AMF Bowling lac.; 
Loewen Group Inc., funeral services, 
and Gibson Guitar Co. 


How does Allied decide whether a 
company is worthy of its loans — which, 
by the way, averaged 12.5 percent in 
interest last year? 

Mr. Walton said he looks for compa- 
nies with a strong market share and a 
high customer-retention rate. Also, he 
wants a strong balance sheet, above- 
average profit margins, high returns on 
invested capital — but not much new 
capital required each year. 

Sounds great, but do such companies 
exist? 

Absolutely. Thousands of them. Mr. 
Walton points to some that have been 
Allied customers: a company with a 70 
percent share of the market in the tape 
that goes on Venetian blinds, another 
that makes anto radiators as replace- 
ments for used cars, one that dominates 
the business of making the enamel for 
nail polish and a giant in cake- baking 
accessories. 

“We want to lead to companies we are 
comfortable with, that we understand,’* 
he said. “My lesson to small investors is 
that this is overwhelmingly a common- 
sense business. What you need to know 
is why a company is going to grow." 


In 1998. Allied originated or pur- 
chased loans totaling $524 million — 44. 
percent more than in the previous year. 
Net income rose 21 percent, to $78 mil- 
lion. The company’s return on equity (or 
earnings as a percentage of what snare- 
holders have invested in the company) 
increased to a hefty 19 percent 

But right now, investors are not im- 
pressed. Allied stock is down for the 

year and off more than $10 from its April 
1998 high. It was battered in autumn as 
investors abandoned private lenders in a 
flight to quality (dial is, to Treasury 
bonds). The stock’s recovery since Oc- 
tober has been painfully slow. 

But true income investors should not 
care as much about the stock price as 
about the yield and about the chances 
that the annual payout will increase. 
After all, would you rather have bought 
Allied at $27 last April when it was 
yielding 5 percent, or at $16.75 today, 
when it is yielding more than 8 per- 
cent? 

The big question is the future, and 
Allied seems to be taking advantage of 
bargains the market is offering. This 
week the company is buying $160 mil- 
lion in junk-rated commercial real estate 
debt from Deutsche Bank Securities Inc. 
and Morgan Stanley Dean Witter & Co. 
After the Russian loan default, the mar- 


Value Line’s Picks 

Washington Pan Service . 

Each week, the Value Line In- 
vestment Survey produces lists ^of 
sto&Tthat meet serin- 

ISfiSK ss« 


to five M 

growth averaging atleast25per^ 
for the last five years, average safety 
and above-average timelmess. 

The winners: Keane Inc., soft- 
ware; Jones Pharma k*-” 

Robert Half International Inc., i 
ing; Gtech Holdings Crap-, lc 
products; United Healthcare C 
hre lth management Concord 
Inc., electronic transactions; Esto- 
line Technologies Corp-. rowxiw; 

3Com Corp.. networking: Lab- 

oratories Inc., drugs, and Ommcare 

!^mes k. classman 


ket in below-in vestment-grade mort- 

even in the United States, tanked, 
j now appear attractive — yields 
of 15 percent — for companies willing to 
take me plunge. 

James K. Classman 's e-mail address 
is jkglassman@iht.com . He welcomes 
comments but regrets that he cannot 
answer all queries. 


Investor Beware: Trade On-Line but at Your Own Risk 


Very briefly: 


i- By Gretchen Morgenson 

New York raws Service 

NEW YORK — It has become 
fashionable for investors to think 
they no longer need brokers to help 
them with their investments. A com- 
puter, a modem and an on-line ac- 
count, so the thinking goes, are all 
■one needs to make a fortune in 
stocks. 

»< Never mind that a big part of an 
honest broker’s job is keeping his or 
-her customers away from invest- 
ment mistakes, a task dial not even 
-the smartest machine can do. 

The fact is, the electronic access to 
.stocks that is possible today requires 
of on-line investors a heightened re- 
sponsibility for their actions, and 


fow investors may realize just what 
this responsibility involves. 

Investors may not know, for ex- 
ample, that if their on-line trading 
company is a member of the Na- 
tional Association of Securities 
Dealers and problems crop up in 
their accounts, they may be left 
holding the bag. 

In the United States, about 100 
brokerage firms offer on-line trading 
services. Those that are members of 
the New York Stock Exchange abide 
by its rules; companies that belong 
to tbe NASD follow its regulations. 

A little-known but crucial dif- 
ference between the two sets of rules 
leaves investors who use association 
brokers more vulnerable. Tbe dif- 
ference involves ’‘suitability," a 


pillar of the securities laws. 

The New York Stock Exchange 
essentially requires its members to 
make sure mid an investment is 
suited to a client’s needs and cir- 
cumstances before making tbe sale, 
even if die transaction was the in- 
vestor's idea, not the broker’s. 

By contrast, if a customer trading 
through an NASD company buys a 
stock that has not been recommended 
by the broker, the company is under 
no obligation to evaluate whether the 
investment is appropriate. 

Although this difference has ex- 
isted for years, the popularity of on- 
line trading makes it a concern. 

A customer of an NASD member 
company who trades his way into 
huge losses from an inappropriately 


risky investment cannot sue the 
company to recover on suitability 

mended the inves^^^Clouding 
the issue is that many on-line 
companies offer research reports 
that make recommendations. 

The association, rule creates a ma- 
jor gap in investor protection, says 
Lewis Lowenfels, a specialist in se- 
curities law at Tolins & Lowenfels, 
a law office in New York. 

Much of U.S. on-line trading is 
done at association companies. 

Of the top 15 on-line brokerage 
companies in die United States, ac- 
cording to Gomez Advisors Inc., 
eight are NASD members- These 
include the giants Ameri trade Hold- 
ing Corp., E*Trade Group Inc., 


Datek and SureTrade Inc. 

“Suitability is one of the main 
avenues of protection under federal 
securities laws for investors," Mr. 
Lowenfels said. 

An average of 29 percent of ar- 
bitration cases filed with the asso- 
ciation each year since 1995 involved 
investments alleged to have been un- 
suitable for the customer who bought 
them, according to the association. 

The association says it is re-ex- 
amining its rule, given the recent 
surge in on-line i 

“The technology < 
firms is very entirint 
fels said. *‘Witb tf 
shouldn’t . 
to what die New 
change requires?" 


by these 
Mr. Lowen- 
endeement, 
abilities rise 
ark Stock Ex- 


• Tbe Basel Committee on Banking Supervision and the 
International Organization of Securities Commissions said , 

r-rtrr>pgni<»< nting tferivalives shotlld give 3 clear plCtme Of thdT 

activities and the im pac t on earnings in financial s tat e m en t s. 

• Salomon Smith Barney Inc., the investment b anking unit 
of Citigroup Inc^ hired Richard Wei from L ehm an Brothers 
Holdings Inc. to bead its Asian regional technology research 
team. Mr. Wei will pay particular attention to technology-re- 
lated c ompanies in Hong Kong and Taiwan. 

• Jeffrey Vinik, a fa rmer manager of Fidelity Investments’ 
flagship Ma gellan Fund who now runs a hedge fund, added 
several new technology holding s to his portfolio in the fourth 

? [uarter, including Compaq Computer Corp., El ectro nics 
hr imaging Inp_, Rational Software Corp. and FlextronicS 
International LttL, according to government filings. 

• Hang Fung Gold Technology LttL, a Hong Kong-based 
mfllrar of jewelry, is p lanning an initial public offering for a 
March 19 listing in Hong Kong, making it the fourth company 
in the region to issue new shares this year. ! 

• Green Line Investor Services LttL, a unit of the U-S, 
on-line broker Waterhouse Investor Services Inc, has 
launched its on-line service in Australia. Bioanbag 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


China Faces Trade Challenge in Its WTO Bid 


■ ■X 


Itkil 

m mrn m*tu - 

fwitiftf * 


Agewr Francf-/*nrfM 

BEIJING — China faces a tou 
ywr on the foreign-trade from, L« 
official media said Wednesday a 
day after U.S. officials nreed 
Beijing to open its markets wider to 
gain early entry into the World 
Hade Organization. 

“China’s trade prospects remain 
difficult this year and the state 
.should further accelerate reform of 
the foreign trade and industrial sec- 
tors to promote growth," the Chi™ 
Daily said, quoting Zhang Hanlin, 
associate professor with the Uni- 
versity of Intmiaiional Business 
» and Economics. 

T( “The situation faced by China’s 
foreign trade and industrial sectors 
will be even tougher this year," the 
newspaper said. 

■ The comments were published as 
.Lawrence Summers, the U.S. 


deputy Treasury secretary, left 
Beijing on Wednesday after meet- 
ing Tuesday with top Chinese of- 
ficials, including Prime Minis ter 
Zhu Rongji 

Mr. Summers said Mr. Zhu had 
assured him Cfrinn g rill hari **a very 
great interest in reaching a mutually 
satis f ac t ory agreement” with the 
United States so it can join the 
World Trade Organization. 

But he also said that if “a mu- 
tually satisfactory agreement” is not 
reached in a few months, “we are 
looking at a more complicated situ- 
ation in which China’s efforts to join 
the WTO will be compounded with 
efforts to negotiate a new round.” 

The next round of multilater al 
trade negotiations is scheduled to 
start with a WTO ministerial meet- 
ing on Nov. 30 in Seattle. 

China has been trying for the past 


12 years to enter die trade orga- 

ni ratio n 

China has been seeking to join the 
WTO under teams for developing 
countries but the United States and 
Europe say China’s markets and 
economy are for too big to qualify 
for menfoerBhip under those teems. 

The visit by Mr. Summers was the 
first in a series of U.S. efforts to put 
pressure on Beijing to open up its 
economy, a move that analysts say 
will be difficult at a time when 
China’s economy is slowing. 

Wang Xiaohi, deputy director of 
the National Economic Research In- 
stitute, told the China Daily _thai 
China’s tienitwing imports had al- 
lowed the country to maintain a 
trade surplus in the face of virtually 
flat export growth in 1998. 

“Due to the negative growth in 
imports, China main rained a favQr- 


aUe balance of trade of more than 
$40 billion last year, which con- 
tributed heavily to the country’s 
economic growth,” he sakL 

“In addition to weak domestic de- 
mand, falling import prices were also 
an important cause or the decrease in 
import value,” Mr. Wang said. 

Although China has so far es- 
caped largely unscathed from the 
Asian financial crisis, its exports 
saw virtually flat growth in 1998 and 
foreign investment fell slightly. 

The. U.S. trade representative, 
Charlene Barshcfsky, said in Wash- 
ington that the United States would 
not give special tains for China's 
admission to the WTO. 

She said that while a transition 
period may be appropriate for China 
to come into lme with WTO reg- 
ulations, “China needs to move 
along with the rest of die world.” 
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Vietnam’s Trade Suffers as Value-Added Tax Takes a Toll 
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Agence Franct-Presst 

HANOI — Vietnam's trade pic- 
ture has darkened as a newly in- 
troduced value-added tax has begun 
taking its tod, economists said. 

The value of overall trade de- 
clined 8 percent to $2.96 billion in 
the first two months of the year, 
according to the General Depart- 
> bient of Statistics. At the same time, 
the country's trade deficit shrank 90 


percent during the period to $33 
millian as imports foil sharply and 
exports were flat, according to pre- 
liminary statistics. 

The value-added tax has not only 
driven up prices of- imports but also 
'export tmm. Exporters are 
suffering because the value-added 
tax charged on imports is refunded 
only when goods are re-exported, 
causing carrying costs to rise. 


Imports in the period plunged 
15.4 percent compared with the 
year-eaiher period to $1.49 billioti, 
while exports rose a modest 0.4 per- 
cent to $1.46 billion. 

“Exports are really struggling and 
most people are hesitating, analyz- 
ing tiv» nnterhwntfwi of the TnaTlw»t 
and whether they should import,” a 

"d. 

chief 


economist of the United Nations De- 
velopment Program in Hanoi, said 
Vietnam’s non-tariff trade barriere 
and weak domestic demand con- 
tributed to tile decline in imports. 

Among foreign ventures, exports 
slamped 8.5 percent and imports 
dropped 25.7 percent 

Economists say that export re- 
covery will depend on its ability to 
free up its export quota system. 


Taiwan Enacts Reforms to Aid Stability and Growth 


Agence France-Pntsse 
! TAIPEI — Taiwan’s cabinet ap- 
proved an economic reform package 
pa Wednesday that combined short- 
term and long-term measures to bol- 
ster die financial markets and boost 
economic growth. 

• ‘‘The targets of the package are to 
bush far economic reform and pur- 
sue economic growth,” Prime Min- 
ister Vincent Siew said. 

* He said Taiwan faced tough eco- 
nomic challenges amid fallout from 


the Asian economic crisis and fi- 
nancial troubles at local enter- 

je was proposed by the 
top official economic 
agency, the Council for 
P lanning and Development, after 
drawing consultations with academ- 
ics and industry leaders at a con- 
ference on Feb. 13. 

Prime Minister Siew said the 
je included short-tom, me- 
-term and long-term measures 


to strengthen the island’s financial 
systems and economic fundament- 
als, measures on corporate re-en- 
gineering, labor-related regulations 
and policies on land management 
and boosing. 

The new measures include reg- 
ulations to limit using stocks as col- 
lateral, to ensure transparency of 
information from listed firms and to 
give the Securities and Futures 
Commission the power and funds to 
investigate firms. 


Under the new package, laws 
would be designed to encourage 
mergers of financial institutions as 
well as impose a strict reviewing 
process for capital expansion. 

Other measures would be imple- 
mented to upgrade local industry 
and assist small and medium-sized 
businesses, the backbone of Tai- 
wan’s economy, by granting tax ex- 
emptions to selected industries in 
the manufacturing, agricultural and 
services sectors. 


Acer to Stop 
Retail Sales 
In the U.S. 


Reuters 

TAIPEI — Acer Inc., the laigest 
computer maker in Taiwan, said 
Wednesday it would halt retail sales 
In the United States because of 
losses and would focus instead on 
corporate sales. 

“The move is to cope with our 

1998 losses of $50 million in our 
U.S. unit,” an Acer spokesman said. 
“Profit is our top concern now.” 

The spokesman said sales of its 
retail family of computers would 
now be conducted mainly through 
the Internet — a rising trend among 
U.S. customers to buy directly from 
the manufacturer. 

Due partly to losses at its U.S. 
unit, Acer in December cut its 1998 
net profit forecast to 2.5 billion Tai- 
wan dollars ($75.59 million) from 
3.5 billion dollars. 

The scaled-back profit forecast 
would represent a 34 percent drop 
from its 1997 net profit of 3.8 billion 
Taiwan dollars. Acer has yet to an- 
nounce its 1998 profit 

Acer made a splash into the U.S. 
retail market in the mid-1990s by 
launching slim, pastel-colored PCs. 

“We will continue to promote 
our own brand in the United Stales 
through selling computers over the 
Internet," die spokesman said. 

“We also will continue to ac- 
tively invest in U.S. high-technol- 
ogy firms so that we can get early 
involvement to develop related new 
products," he added. 

Industry analysts said the new 
move should help improve Acer’s 

1999 earnings. 

‘ ‘The U.S. retail computer market 
is so highly competitive that it is 
hard to ram any profits, so Acer’s 
strategy is correct, "said Albert Lin, 
a Hotting Securities vice president. 
"‘After the move, we should be able 
to see improving profit performance 
of Acer in 1999.” 

Acer's withdrawal from retail 
sales is limited to die United States. 

Acer shares closed Wednesday in 
Taiwan 60 cents higher at 37.20 
dollars. 


Investor’s Asia 
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Very briefly: 


• Daimler Chrysler AG denied a Japanese news agency 
report that it had reached a basic agreement with Nissan 
Motor Co. to purchase an equity stake in Japan’s second 
largest carmaker. “There is do decision,” a DaimJerChrysler 
spokesman said in Frankfurt 

• Pohang Iron & Steel Co., the state-run South Korean 
company that is the world’s second-largest steelmaker, will 
seek shareholder approval to issue extra shares if management 
wants to block a hostile takeover. 

• Daiei Inc., Japan *s largest supermarket chain, will sell shares 
in Lawson, its convenience store unit to generate cash to offset 
losses from bailing out affiliated real estate companies. 

• China's major airlines are Hying to return to profitability 
this year by cutting flights, being stingier with discounts and 
reducing their financial contribution to new aviation facilities. 
China Southern Airlines Co., China Eastern Airlines 
Corp. and Air China all lost money in 1998. 

• PT Telkom, Indonesia's biggest company and dominant 
phone company, posted profit of 1.7 trillion rupiah ($1.92 
billion) in 1998, up a better-than-expected 1.5 percent from 
1997, as it deferred foreign-exchange losses. 

• AMP Ltd., the Australian financial services giant, posted 

annual operating profit of 1.03 billion Australian dollars 
($658.1 million) in 1998, up 16 percent from 1997. But an 
extraordinary charge meant the bottom-line result was a loss of 
646 million dollars. Reuiers. Bloomberg, AFP 
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Sadagopan Ramesh playing a 
hook shot on his way to 143. 

India in Control 

CftiCKET Sadagopan Ramesh 
struck his firs: test century Wed- 
nesday and Rahul Dravid also 
scored a hundred as India reached 
55 1 for the loss of three wickets on 
the first day of its Asian test cham- 
pionship match against Sri Lanka in 
Colombo. This is the second match 
in a three-test series involving In- 
dia. Pakistan and Sri Lanka. India 
lost the opening match to Pakistan 
in Calcutta. (AP) 

Campos’s Father Freed 

soccer The father of Jorge 
Campos, the Mexican national soc- 
cer team goalie, was resting at 
home after being freed by kidnap- 
pers who held him for six days in 
western Mexico. 

Alvaro Campos, 66, was re- 
leased Tuesday morning along a 
highway outside Acapulco. 

* ‘My father is well,” Jorge Cam- 
pos said. 4 ‘The doctor said he is in 
good health and that the only tiling 
he needed was rest” 

Asked if any ransom was paid, he 
replied: ”1 don’t think so.” 

Police said they were continuing 
to investigate the kidnapping. (AP) 

NFL Investigates Bidders 

football The National Foot- 
ball League has hired Terry Len- 
zner's Investigative Group Inter- 
national to make background 
checks of the lead investors in a 
group seeking to purchase the 
Washington Redskins for $800 
million, the league said Tuesday. 
Lenzner is a private investigator 
known for probing the private lives 
of political candidates, 

"We’re performing normal due 
diligence,” said Greg Aiello, an 
NFL spokesman. 

Robert McNeal, a former FBI 
agent who runs another investiga- 
tive firm retained by the league, 
said: “Anybody that gets involved 
with team ownership, we looked at 
their background, and they know 
it.” (WP) 

Fox Steals ESPN Wind 

sailing ESPN, the U.S. sports 
network, is apparently having 
second thoughts over its estimated 
S4 million offer for U.S. television 
rights to the America's Cup next 
winter. The deal was all but signed 
in January when ESPN's chief 
rival. Fox Sports Net, became spon- 
sor for the New York Yacht Club's 
boat. Young America, which 
means the sails would carry Fox 
logos during races. The contract 
has been in limbo since. (WP) 


Blatter Delays 
Plan for Cup 
Every 2 Years 

Tie Associated Press 

GENEVA — Sepp Blatter, the pres- 
ident of FIFA, backed off Wednesday 
from his controversial plan for a World 
Cap soccer tournament every two years. 
He said the international soccer schedule 
needed to be reorganized before the idea 
could become a reality. 

The head of soccer's world governing 
body met Wednesday with Lennart Jo- 
hansson, the head of UEFA, which runs 
European soccer. Johansson has op- 
posed the plan because it threatened the 
prominence of European competitions. 

Johansson said he was still doubtful 
about die idea although he had not ruled 
it ouL 

“UEFA has not closed the door,” he 
said. “It still does not support the idea, 
but it has not closed the door.*” 

Blatter, who had been pushing for a 
biennial World Cup, said adjusting the 
world schedule would take about 18 
months and had to come first 

He said it was still possible that the 
World Cup could become biennial from 
2005. 

“I'm going to present the idea to the 
executive committee.” Blatter said after 
wiring with Johansson, who opposed 
him last year for the presidency of FIFA. 
“They have a right to know what went 
on here. But I’m not going to take it to a 
vote.” 

He said the international schedule was 
now the top item. 

Johansson said he and Blatter had 
“agreed we needed to talk about the 
calendar and to study it before address- 
ing the idea of a World Cup eve^ two 
years.” 
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Real Madrid Rejects 
Hiddink for Toshack 


CtwIWmyWt— 

Arsenal's Steve Bould leaping above the Sheffield Wednesday defense 
during their FA Cup fifth-round replay at Highbury. Arsenal woo, 2-1. 


Caari^U^OwSMfFmDbplseka 

MADRID — Guns Hiddink was fired 
as coach of Real Madrid in the early 
hoars of Wednesday, and by afternoon 

the Spanish club seemed to have lined up 

his replacement 

A spokesman for Besikias, a Turkish 
club, said the manager John Toshack 
was heading for Mamd. 

“Yes he is leaving us,” said the 
spokesman, Cenk Koray. “There’s no- 
thing we can do. Toshack is leaving us 
and going to Real Madrid.” 

Toshack guided Real Madrid to the 
Spanish first division title in 1990 bat 
was dismissed 11 games into the fol- 
lowing season . 

Real’s board decided to drop Hiddink, 
the fanner Dutch national team coach, a 
week before the club plays Dynamo 
Kiev in a European Cup quarterfinal. 

Madrid directors met after the Euro- 
pean Champion brat Raring Santander, 
1-0. Tuesday in a Spanish Cup quarterfi- 
nal second leg game. It took just over an 
hour to decide to get rid of Hiddink. 

“The directors have taken a decision 
we don’t like, but we have decided that it 
would be better if Guns Hiddink goes,” 
said Lorenzo Sanz, die Real president. 

This is the tM-v enfli reaching change at 

Real Madrid since Sanz became pres- 
ident in November 1995. 

HTirfriink was far from first choice to 
replace the unpopular O enm .il coach 
Japp Heynckes. who had led Real Mad- 
rid to tiie European Cup last May. 

Jose Antonio C*m»rhn lasted just 22 
days before resigning on a point of prin- 


cipal over the chib's treatment of a col- 

^ aw n Marc Overmars. at the ceil- . 
ter of controversy in the original game,!, 
scored the opening goal as Arsenal beat* ' 
Sheffield United, 2-1, in an unprece- 
dented FA Cup rematch ... 

TTjc cup holder held out for the last 
th rpf- min utes after Lee Morris scored a 
late goal for United on Tuesday to reach 
the quarterfinals. 

Areene Wenger, the Arsenal manager, 
offered a rematch after Overmars scored 
the winning goal “against the spirit of 
tiie game” in the first game. 

‘ ‘It shows you can play fair and win,” 
Wenger said. “It was important to re- 
store the spirit of the game but also 
i mp ortant to win. 

Overmars, booed at every touch by 
the United fans, seized a Stephen 
Hughes pass to tuck tiie ball past Alan 
Keuy in the 15th minute. 

Dennis Bergkamp increased the lead ' 
with a sublime goal 20 minutes later. . 


With his back to the goal, he chipped the^: 
ball perfectly over Kelly and into theljP 
net. • 

Asked about Overmars, Wenger said^ 
“He was maybe upset about the crit-uj 
icism he received. The club got credit^*, 
but he didn’L But the best answer waahft 
show the sort of game he had tonight?' 1 ^ 1 - 
Tbe original match ended in an uproafjy 
after Overmars scored the winner from 
Kanu cross. •- '-t-bV 

The Nigerian collected a ball from ariq 
Arsenal throw that United had been ex** 
pecting to be given because the team ha^ 7 
put it our of play to allow an injured^t-:- 
player to receive treatment ; ' Vu 

(AP, Reut'cna V 
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Match-Play Championships Attract the Best 


International Herald Tribune 

S E VILLE , Spain — When Greg 
Norman floated tiie idea of a 
world golf tour, the notion 
quickly lost impetus because it lacked 
support from the game’s power 
brokers. But it was not because those 
brokers disliked the concept 
On Wednesday, Norman’s sport 
took a step toward a more global ap- 
proach when the world’s best players 
took to the course at the La Costa 
resort just north of San Diego, for the 
Andersen Consulting World Match 
Play Championships. 

Like many a golf event it has a 
cumbersome name, one that makes 
you long for the simplicity of “The 
Masters,” or “The Open.” which is 
what the British proudly call the major 
championship their nation hosts each 
July. And in normal circumstances, 
the last thing this overexposed sport 
and its overprogrammed stars need is 
another tournament or corporate spon- 
sor. 

But this week’s event is intriguing 
because of its field and format. An- 
dersen has been sponsoring a “World 
Championship'* tournament since 
1995, but these never attracted the 
depth of talent that this year’s re- 
vamped and more comprehensible 
version will attract 
There will be three World Cham- 
pionship events during the season. At 
La Costa, die top 64 players in the 
world rankings have bran given auto- 
matic entries. The only player to de- 
cline the honor was Jumbo Ozaki of 
Japan, which allowed the world’s 
65th-ranked player, a suddenly hard- 
luck Nick Faldo, to rejoin the elite 


In the Arena / Christopher Clarky 


group he once dominated. 

Faldo was to play the world No. 1 
Tiger Woods on Wednesday, and even 
if Faldo is spending more time in the 
woods than challenging one these 
days, it is a compelling pairing. But 
then match play, m which two golfers 
face each other over 18 holes or more, 
is a consistently more entertaining 
brand of golf than stroke play, in 
which the low scorer over a multiple- 
day event is the winner. 

Indeed, nationalism is not the only 
reason the Ryder Cup has evolved into 
one of the better events in world sport; 
it is also because of the match-play 
format Other first-round encounters 
Wednesday included Ernie Els vs. 
Paul Azinger, Justin Leonard vs. 
Miguel Angel Jimenez, Bernhard 
Longer vs. Brad Faxon and Norman, 
the would-be impresario, against John 
Cook. 

One could argue that golf already 
has a world circuit in the form of the 
American PGA Tour, where Woods, 
David Duval, Mark O’Meara, Els and 
most of the world's most recognizable 
golfers earn die bulk of their pros- 
perous livings. But there are enough 
talented stragglers based in Europe — 
Colin Montgomerie, Lee Westwood, 
Darren Clarice and Jose Maria Olaza- 
bal — and in Asia and Oceania to 
justify events that bring the best to- 
gether in a meaningful setting. 

Golf’s four majors are in no danger 
of being supplanted, but if there is to 
be a fifth someday, it had best be a 
match-play tournament. There is 


already a World Match Play Cham- 
pionship in Wentworth, England in 


October — an event O'Meara won by 
defeating Woods last year — but it bad 
only 12 players in its field. 

. Andersen’s event has 64 of the 
world’s top 65. Consider it a can- 
. ■ didate. ** .. . — ■ — _ ( -- 

UNLIKE GOLFERS, the only 
overexposure that women’s cross- 
country skiers are subject to is from 
the elements. Stefania Belmondo, the 
diminutive Italian who grew up in the 
equally diminutive town of Ponte 
Bernardo (population 25), has been 
fighting through tiie snow, sleet and 
headwinds for more than a decade, and 
it is a pleasure to see her finally get her 
due at this week’s World Nordic 
Championships in Ramsau, Austria. 

Belmondo has had success in major 
events in the past She won a gold 
medal at the 1992 Olympics and two 
golds at tiie 1993 World Champion- 
ships, but she has long been over- 
shadowed by tiie divas of her grueling 
sport Although she was the first Italian 
woman to win an Olympic cross-coun- 
try medal, her flashier domestic ar- 
chrival. Manuela Di Centa, trumped 
her bv winning five at the 1994 Games 
in LiLlehammer. 

At the 1997 worlds in Trondheim, 
Norway, Belmondo finished second 
four times to her close friend, Yelena 
Valbe of Russia, sobbing after Valbe 
defeated her in a photo finish in the 10- 
kilometer freestyle event Last year. 


she arrived into the 1998 Olympics as 

cause'of her affinity fortify terrain 
but felled to win any as the Russians 
swept the five events. 

“After I lost to Valbe in Trond- 
heim, I thought I would never win 
another major title, and what 
happened in Nagano made me doubt 
all the more,” she said. . 

But after two individual events in : . 

Rdmsa ny she DOW hfl$ _tWO gold, 

medals, and one of those yelling en- 
couragement at her alongside the 
tracks has been the now-retired 
Valbe. 


SUPPORT HAS BEEN a more con- 
tentious issue in the Around Alone 
race. Shortly after Giovanni Soldini 
changed coarse and bravely rescued 
his fellow competitor and good friend, 
Isabelle Autissier, from her capsized 
yacht in the Southern Ocean, Antissier 
made it clear that she was helping 
Soldini on board as he sailed for tiie 
finish tine of the third leg in Punta del 
Este, Uruguay. 

“I can’t help being a sailor on a 
boat,” she said. 

The problem is that this is a solo 
sailing race, and Soldini ’s only re- 
maining competitor in Class One, 
Marc Thiercelin, has no one on board 
to help share the watch. It is a tough 
call fora race jury, but tiie view here is 
that anyone who saves another’s life in 
high, frigid seas deserves some le- 
niency, jnst as long as he and Antissier 
remain discreet about their cooper- 
ation. and she gets off (safely) in Uru- 
guay. 


Playing for Holes^ 
Not Strokes, Takes 
Getting Used To 

The Associated Press 

CARLSBAD, California — The World 
Match Play Championships opened Wed- 
nesday with words mat haven’t been heard in 
14 years on the PGA Tour. 

“That’s good,” Greg Norman said to 
John Cook, conceding a short putt on the 
second hole.. 

.Thejnatch play formal provided the ex- 
citement and the $1 million first prize drew 
the best field outside a major tournament 
Even the first-day losers were guaranteed 
$25,000 for a day’s work. 

It didn't take too long for players to feel the 
ups and downs of playing for holes instead of 
strokes. Justin Leonard lost two of the fust 
three holes to Miguel Angel Jimenez, then 
came back to win the next four. 

By the time the last putt fell in the opening 
round, half the world's top 64 golfers were to 
have been eliminated. No less an observer 
than Norman said it was possible that the 
casualties would include Tiger Woods, the 
top player in the field, who played Nick 
Faldo, the bottom one. 

The winners advance to a second round 
Thursday, which will narrow the field to 16 
players, and the winners of those matches 
Friday morning will have to play again in the 
afternoon to get to the semifinal matches on 
Saturday. 

The fi n al Sunday is scheduled for 36 
boles, with the winner picking up $ 1 million 
and the loser pocketing $500,000. The two 
se mifinal losers play a consolation march, 
with $400,000 going to the winner and 
$300,000 to tiie loser. “That’s not what I’m 
here for,” Lee Westwood said, of the huge 
purse. “But it is always handy.” 
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As Rodman Finally Signs, 
Lakers Lose 3d Straight 


The Associated Press 

He*s not exactly a white knight riding in on 
a majesnc steed feut it doesn^maSo the 
Los Angeles Lakers, who will take just about 
any hero nght now. 

On the night that Dennis Rodman, the sev- 
e ^?? e rebounding champion, signed 
with the Lakers, they lost their third game in as 
many days and sank to 6-6. Just 24 horns after 

A NBA Roundup 


m . 

an overtime loss at Denver, the Lakers fell 
Tuesday night to another lowly team the 
Vancouver Grizzlies, 93-83. 

*‘I don’t dunk it’s the distractions,*’ Sha- 
quille O’Neal, the Lakers’ center said. “I’m 
annoyed with myself and my teammates. We 
have to prepare much better and play much 
better.” 

Maybe that will happen with Rodman 
aboard — he is expected to play Friday night 
against the Clippers. 

The Lakers were oucrebounded, 49-41, on 
Tuesday in Vancouver. They put the Griazjies 
on the nee-throw line 45 times. And they shot 
a miserable 28 for 79 from the floor. 

Host 96, Wizards 80 Alonzo Mourning was 
a one-man wrecking crew as Miami won in 
Washington. The former Georgetown center 
returned to dominate the Wizards with 29 
points and 12 rebounds. 
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Chris Gating of the Nets trying a hook 
shot over Marcus Camby of the Knicks 
in New York's victory over its local rival 


Knicks 82 , Net* 74 Patrick Ewing had 20 
points, 11 rebounds and 7 Mocked shots, and 
host New York was stingy again oa (V fr h y g , 
holding hold New Jersey to 29 percent shoot- 
ing. The Knicks have held opponents to av- 
erages of 34 percent shooting and 74 points m 
their seven victories. 

Ewing has 18 blocks in the last three games 
and he outrebounded Jayson Williams, 11-7. 
The Nets have lost four in a row. 

tacks go, B«4ic sa Glenn Robinson’s dunk 
with four seconds left sealed the victory for 
Milwaukee after Chicago rallied foam 13 
points down in its third game hi three nights, 
Robinson finished with 24 points, while Ray 
Allen and Dell Cony «iril i TmH 16. Tcxrell 
Brandon had 10 points to go with his season- 
high 14 assists. 

TomKnkochad 19 points to lead fourBuDs 
in double figures. 

It was fee fifth straight loss at home for 
Chicago, which is off to its worst start since 
fee 1976-77 season. 

Hastate 88, SupaeSotea 86 CuttinO Mob- 

ley of fee Rockets scored 13 ofhis 19 points in 
a tense fourth quarter. Houston also got 19 
points each from Hakeem Olajtrwan and Scot- 
tie Pippen, bat it was Mobley who kept (hem 
in the lead in the final period, scoring nine 
straight points in one stretch. 

Visiting Seattle, which started the season 5- 
0, has lost three' of five games. 

Pistons 106 , taptors ao Joe Dumars re- 
turned tQ fee Detroit hneup wife 16 points and 
S assists. Playing in his 14fe and final season, 
Dumars has already missed four games wife a 
strained hamstring. 

Dumars ’s outside shooting also opened fee 
way for Grant HE1 and Jerry Stackhouse to 
ninth to the basket, roll had 14 points, 10 
assists and 9 rebounds, while Stackhouse led 
host Detroit wife 18 points. 

-a— ri ch* 00 , Hawks 88 Michael Finley 
scned six points in the final 81 seconds as 
Dallas snapped a four-game losing streak to 
Atlanta ana won at hone for fee first time this 
season. 

Finley, who had 22 points, hit two comer 
shots and put fee Hawks away wife two free 
throws wife 12.1 seconds left. Robert Pack 
had 15 points and Gary Trent added 12 points 
and 10 rebounds for the winners. 

Warrior* 94, CHppan 88 Bimbo Coles hit a 
pair of 20-foot jumpers to draw Golden State 
even in fee closing moments, then added four 
free throws in the last 18 seconds. 

Coles finished with 15 points for Golden 
State, which has won five of its last six after an 
0-5 start The host Clippers wasted a strong 
outing by I-amrmri Murray, who scored 30 
points, as they fell to 0-9. 
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Nashville’s Mike Dunham diving for a goal by Dallas’s Mike Modano, his third of 
the night. The Predators’ Kimmo Timonen and the Stars’ Bret Hull (22) look on. 

Homecoming for a Coach 

Crawford’s Canucks Draw , 4 - 4 , in His Return to Denver 


The Associated Press 

DENVER — Marc Craw- 
ford was back patrolling fee 
bench in Denver, just as he 
did for three seasons with the 
Color a do Av alanc he . This 
time, he was baddbog orders at 
the Vancouver Canucks, his 
new team. 

Avalanche players said 
they really weren’t aware of 
Crawford’s presence during 
Tuesday night’s 4-4 tie. 

“I was concentrating on 
the game,” said Sandis 
Ozolinsh, an Avalanche de- 
fenseman. “It wasn’t as if he 
was on the ice. The only thing 
I noticed was that he didn’t 
yell at me when I made a 
mistake.” 

Adam Deadmarsh scored 
his second goal of the game at 
7:09 of fee third period, fift- 
hs fee Avalanche into the 4-4 
deadlock. 

“It was great to be back, 
andit was nice to get a point,” 
said Crawford, who coached 
fee Avalanche to a -Stanley 
Cup three years ago. He de- 


parted under bitter circum- 
stances last spring, belatedly 
being offered a contract ex- 
tension and fnrning it down. 

Ozo linsh had four assists 
for Colorado, while Van- 
couver’s Markus Naslund 

had two sboifhanded goals 
and an assist. 

It was a franchise record 
fourth consecutive tie for the 
Avalanche. The Canucks 
snapped a three-game losing 
streak during which they 
were outscored by a com- 
bined score of 17-2. 

The Vancouver goalie. 
Garth Snow, had 39 saves, 
and Colorado’s Craig Billing- 
ton, who started in place of 
fee injured Patrick Roy, had 
23 saves. Naslund said the 
Canucks “wanted to piny 
hard for Marc,” adding, “It 
was obviously a special thing 
for him to come back for the 
first time.’’ 

The Canucks have won just 


three of 13 games since Craw- 
ford Succeeded Mike Ke enan 
as head coach Jan. 24. 

St»4t Predators 3 Mike 
Modano capped his second 
hat trick in three games by 
scoring the winning goal wife 
4:23 left, lifting Dallas to vic- 
tory in Nashville. 

Joe Nieuwendyk got his 
800th career point as fee Stars 
rallied from a 3-1 third-period 
deficit and extended their un- 
beaten streak to seven. 

Bruins 5, Senators 2 Gamer* 
on Mann, a rookie right wing, 
scored Boston’s final two 
goals as fee Bruins snapped 
Ottawa’s four-game winning 
streak. The Bruins won then- 
second straight game. 

Ron Thgmitt, the Senators’ 
gpalie, was chased from the 
net after fee first period when 
the Brains scored three goals 
on 14 shots, taking a 3-1 lead. 

Tim Taylor, Jason Allison 
and Anson Carter scored Bos- 
ton’s other goals, and Shawn 
McEachem and Magnus 
Arvedson scored for Ottawa. 


Olympic Probity 
Concerns Sponsors 

While Openness Is Necessary, i 
They Want Confidentiality, Too 


The Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 
— Olympic sponsors want 
proper supervision and open- 
ness , but not too much. 

“I think fee sponsors are 
worried about too much over- 
sight, too much government 
control that hampers fee abil- 
ity toput on fee games,” said 

Robert Garff, chair man of the 

Salt Lake Organizing Com- 
mittee. 

A new era of openness and 
ethics was heralded by the 
committee during its Feb. 1 1 
purge and reorganization. An 
ethics panel blamed two ex- 
ecutives for more than $1 mil- 
lion in cash payments, vaca- 
tions, medical care, scholar- 
ships and shopping sprees 
that were lavished on Inter- 
national Olympic Committee 
members and their families. 
The IOC voted in June 1995 
to give Salt Lake City fee 
2002 Winter Olympics. 

Since the meeting earlier 

this month | fee org anizin g 

committee’s board has de- 
cided to keep all meetings and 
documents open unless there 
is a compelling reason to keep 
them secret It has also added 
two top lawmakers to its 
policy board and called for 
trustees with conflicts of in- 
terest to resign. 

Wife Governor Mike Leav- 
itt of Utah giving a push, two 
ski resort owners and fee own- 
er of a construction company 
feat is building fee roof for the 
Olympic speedskating oval 
have resigned from fee board. 

Sponsors had called for an 
end to conflicts of interest on 
fee board and generally lauded 
the reforms. But they hope fee 
measures don't go too for. 

“We understand the desire 
to make a good bit of this 
open as long as fee integrity 
of negotiations are kept in- 
tact,” said Julie Davis, a 


spokeswoman for Nations- 
Bank, which is expected to 
pay $50 million to sponsor fee 
2002 Games and every’ U.S. 
Olympic team through 2004. 

The bank also is extending 
a $170 million line of credit to 
the Salt Lake Organizing 
Committee. But fee fine 
points of fee relationship will 
continue to be negotiated, and 
that should not be in public, 
Davis said. 

”lt’s just not good business 
practice,” she said. ‘'From 
our perspective, you’re giv- 
ing out competitive informa- 
tion, and from SLOC’s per- 
spective it could hurt their ne- 
gotiating position. ’ ’ 

While fee organizing com- 
mittee tries to assure sponsors 
of confidentiality, lawmakers 
have passed bills such as one 
that sailed through the state 
House of Representatives by 
a 70-0 vote last week, it 
would open many of fee or- 
ganizers’ contemporary in- 
ternal records to anyone who 
asked for them. 

“The public is saying ‘We 
want openness* arid we’ve 
come back and said, ‘But the 
private sponsors want confi- 
dentiality,' ” Garff said. 

But, he added: “Sponsors 
want fee public happy — 
that’s why they do it.” 

Indeed, U S West, which is 
providing fee games with S60 
million in cash and services, 
welcomes greater openness. 

* ‘There wasn ’t enough of that 
before,'* said a spokesman. 
Michael Frandsen. 

US West in January tem- 
porarily withheld a $5 million 
payment to the committee, 
and paid up only when it was 
convinced real reform was 
underway. 

“It’s conceivable fee pen- 
dulum could swing too far. . 
but we’re not there yet,” 
Frandsen said. 
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TRANSITIONS 


NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
NOA— Fined Las Angeles Lotos C Sto- 
quBeONeal SlftOOO and Houston Rockett F 


Vhn Alien) 7, B-Monn 3 (Baumgartner, Seattle Pippen 2&000 tar oOctang offleteds. 


Thornton) Skats M gold: O- 69-13-28. B- 
14-11-7—32. GeaOes: O-TUgnutt Rhodes. B- 
Oafte. 


ATLANTA —Put G Steve Sadtti on ln|ned 
ftrt. Stoned G Jefl Sheppard. 
la mala— Signed F Denote Rodman 


tol-year contract Put F Ruben Pattefssnan 
tailored BsL 

hew jeuet — P ut C Rony Statady an »• 
lured Ota. 

_ sacsamento — CtotoMd G Mktwel 
■HowKtosoff women from Portland. WalwdG 
TwryDchere. 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL iftAOUE 
CAKOUBA— Agreed to tanniwlmDE Art- 
onto Ednanii on 2-year oratroct 
cncnRATi —Named Stove Moashogkm 
itadereotaye ra cooch. Named FmnKVenlucri 
fight ends coach. 

Cleveland — Acgutaed QB Ty Detmer 
aod a 1999 fourth-round draff pick from Sa\ 
Fi an ds oo for a 1999 fowlh-romd draff pick 
and a 1999 firth-ronnd pick. Agreed wfih Det- 
nwr oa 7-yaar contract 
obeenuy— S igned GRaMgh McKenzie 
and QB Matt Hantahack to multiyear con- 
tracts. Signed WR Tyron Gaadsoa. Waived 
LB Anthony Hicks. 

MIAMI —Signed CB Grog Jeffries. TE 
Rickey Brady and FB Jamie Reader. 

Minnesota -R esigned LB Ed McDaniel 
to 5-year axdrata. Re^taaned KR-PR David 
Potraer to 4- year contract 
NEW ENGLAND — Sigurd P Lee Johnson to 
3-year contract. 

wash war on— S igned WR Kevin Atoson- 
detCB Raphael Baft RBQnrlM Dukes, DE 
Nditew Kahn, WR Junior Lord, RB Noonan 
MlUeo FB Kevin Pesak. T Orel Pavreft DE 
KaimBanStieatBrmtd 7 Kipp Vidua. 
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ART BUCHWALD 


Cross Connections 


N EW YORK —There was 
a time when New York- 
ers talked to themselves. Now 
they are talking to their cel- 
lular phones. They are not 
talking into their phones, they 
are yelling into them. I was on 
Madison and 50th and a man 
was screaming. 

“Don't scream at me," I 
said. 

■ *Tm not screaming at 
you,” be yelled, holding up 
his phone. 

“I’m scream- 
ing at my part- 
ner, Amie. He 
just sold oar en- 
tire stock of 
S10 misses- 
petiie dresses 
for $3.20.” 

“That’s 

dumb,” I said. 

“Let me speak to him. Amie. 
have you lost your mind? 
Three twenty won't even pay 
for the dress fabric.” 

Amie wanted to know who 
I was. 

“I’m a guy on Madison 
and 50th waiting to cross the 
street to get a hamburger. I 
don’t have time to talk to you. 
but if you ever do this again 
you're oat of the firm.” 

I handed the phone back. It 
felt good, and I started to look 


for other people on their cel- 
iesi< 



Buchwald 


lular phones 1 could help. 

A man was talking to his 
mother. “Ma. I can’t talk 
now. So Sarah was rude to 
you on the phone — some- 
times you 're rude to her. Ma, I 
told you never to call me 
when I'm crossing a major 
avenue. Where can you rail 
me? I'm heading up Park Av- 
enue, and with any luck I can 
cross the street at57th and talk 
to you at the same tune.’* 

“Is that for me?” I asked 
the man holding the phone. 

“No.” he said. “It's my 
mother." 

“Let me talk to her,” I 
said. “Ma. I can’t come to 
dinner on Friday. I have to go 
to a Writer's Guild meeting. 

“I know you’re not my 
mother. You don't have to get 
huffy about it. I’ll come next 
Friday. Your son is a fine boy. 
He's the only one who calls 
his mother from 5th and 59th. 
Everyone else is using up his 
battery to call the office. ’ 

At 3d and 67th a man 
handed me his phone. "It's 
my bookie. He wants to know 
when I'm paying him the 
$300 1 owe him.'' 

I took the phone. “He’s 
away from -his desk. Leave a 
number, he'll call you back.” 


An All-Nighter for a Monet Exhibit 

The Associated Press 

L ONDON — An exhibit of late paintings by Claude Monet 
has been so popular that the Royal Academy of Arts will 
stay open all night before the show’s final day. 

The museum anticipates that it will have sold out all 
600,000 tickets by the time the show closes April 18, so it has 
decided to keep its doors open through the night of April 17 to 
allow another 8,000 visitors. An advance booking system lets 
800 people at a time see the Impressionist show. 

“1 think it is only the second time in Europe that an art 
exhibition has been open all night.” an Academy spokesman 
said Tuesday. “There was one for ‘Vienna 1900’ at the 
Pompidou Center in Paris about 10 years ago." 

The “Monet in die 20th Century” show, whose 79 works 
depict the artist's garden at Givemy and views of London and 
Venice, has had 210,000 visitors since it opened. 


A Casting Star Tries Out for the Director’s Role 


By Margy Rochlin 

New York Times Service 


L OS ANGELES — In 1973, 
Risa Bramon Garcia turned her 
first nobody into a star. His nam e 
was Martin, and she did not care 
that he had no acting experience. 
Garcia’s instincts told her that he 
could play the kind of guy you 
would want to wash right out of 
your hair. 

“It’s Dot just that he had pres- 
ence,” said Garcia, who was then 
16 and directing a high school pro- 
duction of “South Pacific." He 
had a beautiful singing voice. I 
knew that because he used to sit 
behind me in history class and 
hum.” 

Now 42, Garcia still has ears and 
eyes for talent. Over the past 15 
years she has become a top casting 
director in Hollywood, where it is 
part of her legend that she per- 
suaded the director John Hughes to 
give Macaulay Calkin his first job 
in “Uncle Buck” and nagged Jan 
De Bont no til he let Sandra Bullock 
drive the bus in “Speed." 

With “200 Cigarettes,” which 
opens Friday in the United States, 
Garcia had only herself to hector. 
The 94-minute romantic comedy 
marks her debut as a feature film 
director, a career consolidation 
that, for her, is long overdue. 

*T always thought of casting as 
my witnessing job,” Garcia said. 
“I spent years discovering people 
so that everyone else could make 
money and become successful 
while I got to go home and wonder, 
‘How do I fulfill myself creat- 
ively?' Maybe that sounds horrify- 
ingly selfish or self-serving, but it’s 
really not the case. I got tired of 
it.” 

Written by Shana Larsen, “200 
Cigarettes” is a comedy about 
young partygoers variously mak- 
ing their way to a downtown loft to 
celebrate New Year's Eve, 1981. 


respecting teenager will know 
that the rasping voice of one 
passenger belongs to the rock 
star Courtney Love, who is 
following up her knowingly 
raunchy turn in “The People 
vs. Lany Flynt" by playing a 
talkative coquette. 

Members of the video-clip 
generation, though, will no 
doubt become aware that 
Love appears in “200 Cig- 
arettes” weeks before they 


pay their movie tickets. “200 
Cigarettes' ’ was produced not 


just by Dogstar Films and 
Lakeshore Entertainment but 
also by MTV Filins , a divi- 
sion of MTV: Music Tele- 
vision, which is a unit of Vi- 
acom. 

In other words, Garcia’s 
movie was made and will be 
promoted in a manner that is 
straight out of the vertical in- 
tegration handbook. 

Formed in 1995, MTV 
Films develops projects that 
tap into the tastes of 15- to 25- 
year-olds. Be it a mega-hit 
like * ‘Beavis and Bnttbead Do 
America” or a blink-and- 


or a 

you 1 U-miss-it flop like “Dead 
Man on Campos, everything 
on MTV Films’ slate is given 
blitzkrieg promotional treat- 
ment on the MTV channel. 

By the time the half-hour 
special for the “200 Cigft- 



for more than two and a half 

weeks. . . . . 

The next thing she knew, 
Garcia was on location at the 
Ace Bar on Manhattan’s East 
Fifth Street in the wee hours 
of the moming, standing be- 
hind the camera, cajoling Af- 
fleck into improvising self- 
mocking soliloquies for scale 
wages. “With evepr take, Ben 


would say: ‘Risa! Please! Say 
‘cut’ already! I’m making 
such a fool of myself,’ ” Gar- 


rettes” red-carpet premiere is 
n on both MTV 


The film opens with a couple 
squabbling in die back seat or a 


garishly decorated taxi as it 
whizzes by their destination. 

Even with eyes closed, any self- 


shown on both MTV and its 
older- skewing cousin VH-I, reg- 
ular viewers will have no doubt 
become familiar with a pair of 
“200 Cigarettes” signature rock 
videos and committed to memory 
the series of 30-second “200 Cig- 
arettes” spots combining inter- 
views and behind-the-scenes foot- 
age. 

That will help diem sort out die 
16 principal “200 Cigarettes” 
players, including Love, the teen 
crush-magnet Ben Affleck and his 
brother, Casey, Christina Ricci and 
her real-life best friend. Gaby Hoff- 
man, Janeane Garofaio, Martha 
Plimpton, Paul Rudd and Goldie 


Mock* Aiondi/n>« N<-» York Timci 

Risa Bramon Garcia is making her directing debut with “200 Cigarettes.” 


Hawn's 19-year-old daughter. 
Kate Hudson. 

Few movies made in 33 wintry 
evenings for a paltry $6J million 
can flaunt so much hipster star 
wattage. But Garcia’s ability to fill 
up the movie theater marquee, after 
all, was one of MTV Films' prime 
incentives in taking a chance on the 
fledgling filmmaker. 

“Risa’s passion for the material 
attracted us to her,” said Van 
Toffler, MTV Films’ executive 
vice president “The other dring 
was her relationship to the talent 
She's given a lot of people their 
first jobs. And through her rela- 


tionships she could just call them 
np and say, ‘Hey, 1 need you for a 
couple of days on ‘2u0 Ciga- 
rettes .’ ” 

On a side note, Toffler admitted 
to doing some casting of his own, 
talking the singer Elvis Costello 
into putting in a cameo appearance 
in “200 Ggarettes" and serving as 
musical consultant 

“I think it’s called begging,” 
Toffler said. 

With so much riding on her con- 
nections, Garcia went about struc- 
turing a star-seducing production 
schedule that kept no performer 
from more lucrative commitments 


such a fool of myself, 

cia said, laughing- . 

To directors like De Boot, it 
is no news that Garcia got 
Affleck to throw himself into 
his part as an oafish bartender. 
Having often employed her 
during her casting-director 
days, De Bont knew what 
Garcia could do with even an 
unknown quaking before her 
at an audition. 

“She’d pull things out of 
them that they’d never do for 
me,” De Bont said. “She has 
this uncanny way of playing 
with actors, getting mem to 
open up.” 

Early on in “200 Ciga- 
rettes,” a young blond in- 
genue makes her entrance 
wearing a demure all-pink out- 
fit and an expression of guile- 
less uncertainty. Fot a few mo- 
ments, she simply darts be- 
tween her apartment building 
doorway and a taxi idling 
curbside and then back again. 
The actress, Kate Hudson, is not 

instantly identifiable, but there is 

something winning about how she 
sails through this bit of daffy busi- 
ness, manag in g to evoke her moth- 
er, Goldie Hawn, yet also seem 
nothing like her at alL 
“Kate’s getting discovered from 
this movie — and I love that,” said 
Garcia, who can recall every detail 
about Hudson’s audition. “I swear 
to God, after she said three words, I 
knew she was exactly right.” Can 
she explain what it felt like to know 

that she was the director who would 
benefit from precision casting? 
"Delicious.” Garcia replied. 


N. * 
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PEOPLE 


T HE ACTOR Nigel Hawthorne had 
a little flashback to his television 
stardom in “Yes, Minister” as he was 
knighted by Queen Elizabeth U. “The 
gentlemen in front and behind me were 
senior civil servants, so I was in good 
company,'* said Hawthorne, who 
played the imperious civil servant Sir 
Humphrey Appleby on television in 
“Yes, Minister’ ’ and “Yes, Prime Min- 
ister.” “But I played King Geoige HI 
— and I didn't get crowned today,” he 
joked. Hawthorne, 70, said the cere- 
mony Tuesday at Buckingham Palace 
was less intimidating than an Academy 
Awards night. “The Academy Awards 
are very disconcerting because you are 
in competition,” Hawthorne said, 
“whereas here you feel that yoo are 
among friends and you know you’ve 
already got the award." 


and Empress Mictuko, is next in line for 
the throne. He married Crown Princess 
Masako in 1993 and they have no chil- 
dren. Asked by reporters about expec- 
tations for die birth of a son, Naruhito 
said “I fully recognize the degree to 
which the people are interested in this, 
and the importance of die matter.” Un- 


der the imperial household law. only 
male descendants of the male line of the 
imperial family may become emperor. 

- ■ □ 

Vice President Ai Gore and his wife, 
Tipper, are soon to become grandpar- 
ents. The Gores’ daughter, Karenna 


GoreSchiff, 25,and her husband Drew, 
3 3, are expecting a baby in late Tune. “Al 
and I are thrilled about die prospect of 
becoming grandparents for the first 
time,” Tipper Gore said in a statement. 
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As Crown Prince Naruhito of Japan 
celebrated his 39th birthday Tuesday, he 
GHOUL ON THE WALL — Roman Polanski, director of the 1967 said he felt pressured to produce an heir 
“Fearless Vampire Killers,” looking at a mask of the “Dracula” legend after nearly six years of marriage. 
Bela Lugosi in a new vampire museum in Vienna’s Raimund Theater. Naruhito, the son of Emperor Akihito 


Disney’s ‘Mulan 5 Premieres in Shanghai 

The Associated Press 

S HANGHAI — Disney’s “Mulan,” which had been rejected last year by 
China’s cultural m andarins, has premiered in the homeland of its cartoon 
heroine. 

The film, which opened Tuesday, is based on a Chinese tale about a woman 
who disguises herself as a man to replace her father in battle. 

China allows in only 10 foreign films a year to protect its own industry, and 
Disney had angered it two years ago with Martin Scorsese’s “Kundun,” a film 
about Chinese rule in Tibet that was sympathetic to the Dalai Lama. 

“Decisions on importing foreign movies usually relate to political and 
cultural considerations,” die official Xinhua news agency said last month in 
announcing that the censors had reversed their position. 

The movie will show for one month in Shanghai, possibly longer if it is a 
success. It is also expected to show in Beijing and other cities, although it was 
not immediately clear when. 


The, jmb). . AiiRtralfon ambassador, to 
Denmark, Stephen Brady, has intro- 
duced his partner, Peter Stevens, to 
Queen Margrethe, the Danish tabloid 
Extra Bladet reported Wednesday. It 
was the first time an envoy had officially 
introduced his homosexual partner to the 
royal family. In 1989, Denmark became 
the first nation in the world to allow civil 
marriages between homosexuals. 


In Lv. 


□ 


The model Claudia Schiffer has 
donated $2 million to build homes for 
Honduran victims of the hurricane des- 
ignated Mitch. The donation will fund 
the construction of 1 12 homes, officials 
said. The hurricane struck Central 
America in late October, killing more 
than 9,000 people and destroying hun- 
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and use AT&T Direct*" Service. 


With the world's most powerful network, you get fast clear, reliable connections from anywhere. Plus you'll always Have the option of an operator who speaks your language 
All it takes is your AT&T Calling Card or credit card, and you're well on your way. What an amazing culture we live in. 


For easy calling worldwide: 


I - Just dial the AT&T Access Number tor die councry 
you are calling from. 




2. DOl die phone number you're ailing. 

3, Dial your card number. 



Hi 


Czech Republic* «W 2-000-1 01 

Egypt«{Cain>)T SI 0-0200 

France .0-800-9WWII 


“"If 


Netherlands • — .08004122-9 1 1 1 
Russia (Moscow)* 755-5042 


Switzerland* 080049401 1 

United Kingdom * * 0800-89-001 1 
United Kingdom a + 8506-89-001 1 


Germany 0130-0010 

For access numbers not fisted above, ask any operator for AT&T Direct Service, or visit our Web site ac 

www.att.eom/ traveler* 


Craft aid aOnj subject to mriaMicy. Payment terms uibtea co your craft card 
M caunerMa ttuad Um. oi^i phone deposit *m*vwd waHaMHy OCiWng walbbla 


,t>s all within your reach. 

BckWiced axmnes petmtt country -to^ounrry oBng outside die US. Cbflux casing a iwdablo co ch« US. oriy. Country-co-country raMs consist of dw east of a cafl w tf* U£ pte an addWanal da™ taaod on m. 

■awtnc*.QPubUcphanas rrqak* local coin pjymut during the cafl. VDhnn* flrw. outside Calm. iAddWonal doiyi apply ouoldB Mqkmmi OUw UK. aones ramtoar ta N. Ireland. ~ 8 1 f caM doc not eraipltc. um cfl rtwus 
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